
Cheering fans, parades, food and, school colors are seen 
shinning all across prideful crowd as people from all 

walks of life unite to support their home team during home-
coming. Homecoming is an annual tradition of the United 
States. High schools, colleges, people, and towns come 
together, usually in late September or early October, to wel-
come back former alumni and residents.  
     However one thing is unclear.  Why do we celebrate home-
coming or who even began the tradition?  It has always been 
something of the norm across the United States without actu-
ally knowing the history behind this custom.  
     The origins of the first homecoming celebration remain 
largely contested.  Baylor University, University of Illinois, 
and University of Missouri are three schools claiming to have 
had their first “coming home” celebrations dating back to 
around 1910.  Regardless of who was actually the first, these 
early homecomings all have the same things in common: ral-
lies, speeches, parades and dances, and a football game that 
served as the primary event. 
     There are various traditions that almost seem mandatory 
during homecoming season.  The parade usually includes 
the school’s marching band and different school organiza-
tions floats. Floats link with a homecoming theme or related 
themes. The homecoming court takes part in the parade and 
are often seen riding in convertibles waving at the crowds 

prior to the naming of the king and queen.  
     At most colleges and universities tailgating at the football 
game is a common event linking alumni back to their Alma 
Mater as everyone reconnects and takes part in many festivi-
ties. Tents, RV’s fill parking lots, fields, and streets near the 
stadium to cook out, play games, socialize and drink.  
     In high schools, dress-up days are usually planned 
throughout the week, sometimes called “Spirit Week”.  Stu-
dents are allowed to wear clothes following a theme for that 
specific day.  For example, nerd day, pajama day, jersey day, 
class color day, etc.  
     A homecoming dance is typically one of the final events of 
the week in high schools.  Most colleges are too large to have 
a campus-wide dance however organizations or clubs often 
plan parties for this major weekend.  
     Although homecoming is a U.S. tradition, some universi-
ties in Canada are taking on to the tradition.  The best-known 
and largest homecoming weekends are held annually by 
University of Western Ontario, McMaster University, Queen’s 
University, University of Waterloo, and Wilfrid Laurier 
University. Canadian homecoming weekends are often based 
around a football game as well.  However, homecomings are 
not common in Canadian high schools.
     Each year, thousands of students, alumni, and friends 
“come home” to celebrate the tradition of Homecoming.  It’s 
the perfect chance to reunite with those who care and mean 
the most.  
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“Where am I living next year?”

SUPPLEMENTAL. The only situa-
tion worse than reading this on a 

housing contract is realizing that there 
is no contract. Each year students hold 
their breath as they place their request 
for on-campus housing and unfortu-
nately many fail to receive one. With 
over 40,000 students and growing, Penn 
State housing has become an issue both 
on campus and off. 
     For those who manage to receive 
a standard contract, several options 
are presented. Lotteries are part of the 
standard contract in which students can 
choose whether or not they want to live 
in single rooms or suites, which ome 
with a higher price tag which must be 
taken into consideration if working on 
a budget. With a standard contract, stu-
dents are guaranteed a double standard 
room and they can choose their prefer-
ence as to where to live and with whom.      
Supplemental contracts for students 
entail living with 2-7 other people and 
not having the chance to enter lotteries 
or any additional housing options. No 
contract is the worst case scenario stu-

dents face as they go through the hous-
ing application. In this case students can 
only sign up for the waiting list and look 
for alternatives off-campus housing. 
While there are a vast amount of options 
in regard to off-campus housing, it can 
be stressful as the race for off-campus 
housing is competitive. How far away to 
live from campus? How much to pay for 
rent? These are questions are just a few 
of the questions that arise for off-cam-
pus housing and for a good reason, as 
students do live the majority of the year 
in State College. 
To aid students in the process, Penn 
State runs a website with information 
about off-campus housing. Legal affairs, 
parking issues, roommate searching and 
rental scams are just some of the issues 
covered. Penn State, although pressed 
for space, has many resources to help 
students and not leave them out in the 
dark. The best advice Penn State offers 
is to start early and to be prepared for 
the many situations that may be encoun-
tered. 
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How students cope with housing issues


