
“He’s coming 
out a region 
that’s known 
for putting 
out one great 
record.

MTV News’ Shaheem Reid agreed. 
“When I listen to Waka, it just takes me 
back to the audacity when Onyx came 

out, that spirit,” he said. “You put the song on, 
you go into the club, and you just gotta be pre-
pared for anything” 
But MTV Jams’ Tuma Basa wasn’t as easily 
convinced that having a handful of hot records 
in the club was enough to warrant the attention 
Waka is currently receiving. “Does Waka have 
the lasting power?” he questioned. “Does he 
have the ability to sustain, where a year from 
now everybody’s going to admit that they liked 
the song?” These proved to be questions that 
opened up a great deal of debate among the 
MTV News Hip-Hop Brain Trust, and Waka ulti-
mately found himself pitted against eventual #9 
selection B.o.B for his slot at #8. “I feel like that’s 
a question of commercialism versus what’s hot 
in the streets,” said RapFix editor Hillary Cro-
sley. Dukes added: “Waka, he has the soul of 
the streets right now.” Lee felt that Waka’s mu-
sic, because it’s so hard and so raw, hits listen-
ers in a way that B.o.B’s shimmery pop tunes 
can’t. “You hear the B.o.B records, and you’re 

like, ‘I like that. It’s cool,’ “ he said. “But 
it doesn’t bring out the passion.” MTV 
News associate producer Steven Rob-
erts strongly disagreed, claiming that 
hip-hop music reaches more than just a 
street audience, and that another audi-
ence, perhaps one not being spoken for 
at the roundtable, felt just as strongly 
about B.o.B’s music as Waka’s. “It’s defi-
nitely a different crowd,” Roberts said. 
You have to look at the hip-hop circle as 
bigger than just the streets. In hip-hop, 
there is a pop circle. [And] you got a lot 
of dudes in hip-hop who just don’t mess 
with Waka Flocka; who are like, ‘This is 
just ignorant.’ “Waka’s charting,” MTV 
Jams’ Sheila Grullon countered. “Not on 
top 40 [radio], but he’s charting. And the 
urban charts are crazy right now. You go 
to the clubs, and nobody’s gonna play 
‘Airplanes.’ “Grullon is right: “O Let’s Do 
It” hit #7 on the Billboard Rap Songs 
chart, while “No Hands” hit #6. In the 
end, the Brain Trust kept Waka at #8, be-
cause he’s on the rise at the moment, his 
songs are continuing to get hotter, and 
the spotlight is definitely on him. 

Flocka believes his love for music out-
weighs an urge to perfect his rhymes on 
records. “I don’t feel like I’m no lyricist. 
I’m not in the booth trying to godd*mn 
rap big words,” Flocka explained in an 
interview. “I’m not tryin’ to show off my 
intelligence. Anybody could memorize 
big words, put ‘em together. I could do 
that. But if I don’t use the words on an 
everyday basis, why use the words in my 
rap? I just like music. I’m a lover of mak-
ing music. It could be a big record, small 
record--as long as I’m making songs. 
One day it’ll pop; that’s how I look at it. 
Yeah. What I did in one year--one year-
-a lot of people accomplish in 10 years. 
A lot of people don’t like that. They feel I 
don’t deserve what I got. I’m a hard-a** 
worker. And I’m here for a reason. This 
sh*t ain’t luck. I don’t believe in luck.” A 
perspective well put. 
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