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The Arts Education Partnership (AEP) is a national coalition of arts, education, business, philanthropic and 
government organizations that demonstrate and promote the essential role of the arts in the learning and 
development of every child and in the improvement of America’s schools. AEP was founded in 1994 and is 
supported by the National Endowment for the Arts and U.S. Department of Education in cooperation with 
the Council of Chief State School Officers and the National Assembly of State Arts Agencies. Together they 
comprise the Governance Committee of AEP.

The Partnership includes over 140 organizations that are national in scope and impact. It also includes state 
and local partnerships focused on influencing educational policies and practices to promote quality arts 
education.  These partnership organizations affirm the central role of imagination, creativity and the arts in 
culture and society; the power of the arts to enliven and transform education and schools; and collective 
action through partnerships as the means to place the arts at the center of learning.
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Welcome to New Orleans, and to the first AEP Forum of 2009.  We are delighted 
to be meeting in New Orleans, a city to whom we owe so much of America’s rich 
cultural heritage, and whose reliance on culture as a linchpin of its survival is 
an example and lesson to us all.  Our theme for this forum – “All Together Now: 
Building Strong Communities Through Arts and Education Partnerships” – aligns 
with a time of change and uncertainty in our nation.  Some is dismaying, some 
encouraging, even exciting.  We know that in uncertain times, the temptation to 
fall back on the tried and the practical is almost irresistible and often advisable.  
In learning environments, in our communities, we search for the skills and 
practices that will put us on the most firm footing for today and for the future.  

But we also know that the arts can provide an almost magical bridge between 
the known and the unknown.  Cultural traditions connect us to parts of the past 
so deep they are almost beyond memory, and they bind us together in the noisy 
but essential practice of being human.  In addition, however, the arts present 
a face of the future, in their making and in their observation, that coaxes us 
toward the unfamiliar and helps us imagine the world in a new way.  These two 
qualities of art and art-making, the communitarian and the revolutionary, hold 
great power to carry us forward in trying times, and even to help us see them 
as full of possibility.  As we continue to make the case for the arts in education 
for the 21st century, understanding this connection acquires a new force.

Our overarching theme for our 2009 Forums is “Transitions,” and here in New 
Orleans we would like to concentrate on how partnerships, usual and unusual, 
can help us effectuate in practice the things we know about arts and education.  
In our meetings and sessions over the next two days, we hope that we can begin 
a conversation about things that are happening now – in community practice, 
in funding initiatives, in policy making – and are in the process of creation that 
will spark many more conversations in the future.  We have a wonderful slate of 
speakers and panels on hand to guide us through the discussion, and not least 
of all we have you, our partners, on whose thoughtful practices and passionate 
minds we have depended for so long.  We are also grateful for a true collabora-
tive process in planning this Forum with our partners here in New Orleans, who 
have been tireless in their help and generous in their advice.  This meeting could 
not have happened without them.

We look forward to an exhilarating two days together.

Sandra Ruppert 
Director, Arts Education Partnership

Sandra Ruppert
Director,  
Arts Education  
Partnership

3



4

Forum Schedule at a Glance

Wednesday, February 11, 2009
3:00-5:00 pm Registration  Westin Lobby, 11th Floor

Thursday, February 12, 2009   9:00 am –  4:45 pm
8:00 am Optional Continental Breakfast and Registration  Westin Foyer II, 12th floor

9:00 Welcome and Overview  Westin Ballroom, 12th floor
  Sandra Ruppert, Director, Arts Education Partnership

9:20 Opening Large Plenary Session: Westin Ballroom, 12th floor
 The Cultural Economy: Growing Talent and Preparing the 21st Century Workforce through Arts Learning   
 Featured Speaker –   Hon. Mitch Landrieu, Lieutenant Governor, Louisiana 

10:15 Break
10:30 Large Plenary Session:  Westin Ballroom, 12th floor
 How Should States Respond to the Challenges of Providing a 21st Century Education for All Students?
  Remarks and Panel Moderator – Gene Wilhoit, Executive Director, Council of Chief State School Officers, Washington, D.C. 

12:00 pm Lunch Westin Ballroom, 12th floor

1:00  Large Plenary Session:   Westin Ballroom, 12th floor
 Shaping the Public Will for Imagination, Creativity and Arts Education
  Featured Speaker -- Eric Friedenwald-Fishman, President, Metropolitan Group

2:30 Break 
3:15 Concurrent Small Group Sessions  Contemporary Arts Center, Ogden Museum

4:45  Adjourn for the Day
5:30-7:30 Reception at New Orleans Museum of Art

Friday, February 13, 2009   8:00 am –  4:45 pm
6:00 Optional Early Morning Café Stroll to Café du Monde   Organized by CCSSO  Westin Lobby, 11th Floor

7:00 Optional Continental Breakfast Westin, Foyer II, 12th floor

8:00 Overview of the Day  Westin Ballroom, 12th floor
  Sandra Ruppert, Director, Arts Education Partnership 

8:15 Performance
8:45 Large Plenary Session: Westin Ballroom, 12th floor

 Beyond the Marching Band: Reconciling Cultural Traditions with Traditional Education 
  Featured Presenter – Dr. Andre M. Perry, Associate Dean, University of New Orleans College of Education and Human Development  
  and CEO of the Capital One-UNO Charter Network

10:15 Break
10:30 Mid-Sized Plenary Sessions  Westin Meeting Rooms, 12th floor
 Capitol Landscapes: Moving into the Obama Years 
  Facilitator: Jonathan Katz, CEO, National Assembly of State Arts Agencies
  Panelists: Sarah Bainter Cunningham, Director of Arts Education, National Endowment for the Arts; Doug Herbert, Special Assistant,  
  Office of Innovation and Improvement, US Department of Education; Najean Lee,  Government Affairs and Education Advocacy  
  Manager, League of American Orchestras
 Arts and Education Funding Partnerships:  Opportunities and Obstacles in 2009
  Facilitator: Jane Polin, Philanthropic Advisor, with panelists representing a range of the funding and philanthropic communities
 Esprit de Corps – Developing Citizen Teachers and Artists through the Music National Service Initiative 
   (MNSi) and Teach for America (TFA)
  Moderator: Hollis Headrick, Arts Education and Philanthropy Consultant
  Presenters: Kiff Gallagher, Executive Director, Music National Service Initiative; Kira Orange Jones, Executive Director,  
  Teach for America Greater New Orleans

12:00 pm Lunch  Westin Ballroom, 12th floor

1:30 Concurrent Small Group Sessions  Contemporary Arts Center, Ogden Museum

3:15 Closing Plenary/Wine and Cheese Reception  Contemporary Arts Center, Black Box Theater

 What Are We Learning from Urban School Reform about the Future of American Education? 
  Featured Speaker – Paul Vallas, Superintendent, Recovery School District, New Orleans, LA 

4:45 Adjourn



Mitch Landrieu
Lieutenant Governor, 
Louisiana

Gene Wilhoit
Executive Director,  
Council of Chief State 
School Officers

All Together Now:  
Building Strong Communities through Arts and Education Partnerships
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Wednesday, February 11, 2009
3:00-5:00pm Registration  Westin Lobby, 11th Floor

Thursday, February 12, 2009
8:00 Optional Continental Breakfast and Registration Westin, Foyer II, 12th floor 
9:00 Welcome and Overview Westin Ballroom, 12th floor
  Sandra Ruppert, Director, Arts Education Partnership

9:20 Opening Large Plenary Session: Westin Ballroom, 12th floor

 The Cultural Economy: Growing Talent and Preparing the 21st Century Workforce through Arts Learning
  Featured Speaker –   Hon. Mitch Landrieu, Lieutenant Governor, Louisiana 

MitCh LANDRiEu began his second term as Lieutenant Governor in January 2008.  During his first term, 
Landrieu launched the Cultural Economy Initiative, which created jobs in the creative industries and helped 
to establish arts and culture as a viable sector of Louisiana’s economy. He worked to pass “Arts in Education” 
legislation, designed to put music and the arts in every Louisiana public school. For his efforts, in 2006 
Americans for the Arts presented Landrieu with its inaugural Lieutenant Governors Arts Award.  As the 
Commissioner of the Department of Culture, Recreation and Tourism, Lt. Governor Landrieu manages more 
than 800 employees and a $165 million budget. He is responsible for rebuilding tourism, the state’s second-
largest industry, in the wake of the damage caused by Hurricanes Katrina and Rita. To that effect, he brought 
together industry leaders and national experts to develop a strategic plan, “Louisiana Rebirth: Restoring the 
Soul of America.” As a result, the tourism industry is speaking with one voice and hitting the marks established 
in the strategic plan. Prior to assuming his current position, Landrieu served 16 years in the Louisiana House 
of Representatives.  He also spent 15 years in private practice as a lawyer and taught at Loyola Law School, 
where he earned his law degree. He earned his bachelor’s degree from Catholic University in Washington, DC.

10:15 Break
10:30 Large Plenary Session:  Westin Ballroom, 12th floor

 How Should States Respond to the Challenges of Providing a 21st Century Education for All Students? 
  Introduction – Edith Harvey, Director, Improvement Programs, Office of Innovation and Improvement,  
      U.S. Department of Education
  Remarks and Panel Moderator – Gene Wilhoit, Executive Director, Council of Chief State School Officers,  
      Washington, D.C. 

In the last two decades, education reformers have emphasized content standards and accountability 
systems in order to ensure that all American children attain certain basic levels of learning. Today, in 
the face of intense global economic competition and rapid change, many states are shifting the focus 
to the essential skills that students need to survive and thrive in the 21st century. In many ways, this 
new emphasis charts a very different path from its predecessor. What are these 21st century skills? 
How can states and districts redirect education reform to ensure these skills are at the center of our 
efforts? Educational leaders from states at the forefront of this movement share their experiences.

GENE WiLhOit began his career as a social studies teacher in Ohio and Indiana. He served as a program 
director in the Indiana Department of Education, an administrator in Kanawha County West Virginia, and a 
special assistant in the U.S. Department of Education before becoming executive director of the National 
Association of State Boards of Education (NASBE) from 1986–1993.  From 1994-2006, Gene served as 
director of the Arkansas Department of Education and as deputy commissioner and commissioner of the 
Kentucky Department of Education. In those positions, he shepherded finance reform, led equity initiatives, 
designed and implemented assessment and accountability systems, advanced nationally recognized 
preschool and technology programs, and reorganized state agencies to focus on service and support.

12:00pm Lunch   Westin Ballroom, 12th floor



Thursday, February 12, 2009 (continued)

Detailed Program Agenda
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1:00  Large Plenary Session:  Westin Ballroom, 12th floor

 Shaping the Public Will for Imagination, Creativity and Arts Education
  Introduction – Sarah Bainter Cunningham, Director of Arts Education, National Endowment for the Arts 
  Featured Speaker -- Eric Friedenwald-Fishman, Creative Director/President, Metropolitan Group

Imagination, creativity and arts education are viewed by many Americans as niceties, rather than necessi-
ties. Advocates must position arts education as relevant and valuable by connecting them to existing com-
munity values and needs. Eric Friedenwald-Fishman is a nationally recognized leader in developing messages 
and strategies that build public will and impact funding, policy and awareness. He will demonstrate how to 
use public will building to integrate grassroots outreach with traditional media to frame imagination, cre-
ativity and arts education as priority needs that make individuals, organizations and communities stronger.
ERiC FRiEDENWALD-FiShMAN is creative director/president of Metropolitan Group, a full-service 
strategic communication and resource development firm that works exclusively with social purpose 
organizations (nonprofits, foundations, public agencies and socially responsible businesses). Metropolitan 
Group specializes in arts policy, arts education, heritage and humanities as well as community/economic 
development and education clients. The agency has offices in Chicago; Portland, Oregon; San Francisco; 
and Washington, D.C. Eric is widely recognized as one of the nation’s most effective individuals in 
developing and implementing strategic and creative programs and public will building campaigns to 
advance cultural, social, civic and environmental causes and build capacity. Eric is a co-author of Marketing 
That Matters, a book on strategic marketing that helps change the world, published by Berrett-Koehler.

2:30 Break 
 During the break, attendees will be guided from the Westin to the small group discussion rooms at the  
Contemporary Arts Center (CAC) and the Ogden Museum, about a 20 minute stroll.

3:15 Concurrent Small Group Sessions Contemporary Arts Center, Ogden Museum

 Please see page 9 for small group session descriptions 

4:45  Adjourn for the Day
 Immediately following the small group sessions, attendees will meet in the lobby of the Contemporary Arts 
Center for transportation to the New Orleans Museum of Art.

5:30-7:30 Reception at New Orleans Museum of Art (NOMA)  NOMA

Buses will begin leaving the Museum for the Westin at 7:00.

Eric Friedenwald-
Fishman
Creative Director/ 
President, Metropolitan 
Group



Friday, February 13, 2009
6:00 Optional Early Morning Café Stroll to Café du Monde Organized by CCSSO Meet in Westin Lobby, 11th Floor

7:00 Optional Continental Breakfast Westin, Foyer II, 12th floor

8:00 Overview of the Day Westin Ballroom, 12th floor
  Sandra Ruppert, Director, Arts Education Partnership 

8:15 Performance Westin Ballroom, 12th floor

8:45 Large Plenary Session:  Westin Ballroom, 12th floor

 Beyond the Marching Band: Reconciling Cultural Traditions with Traditional Education
  Featured Presenter -- Dr. Andre M. Perry, Associate Dean, University of New Orleans College of Education  
      and Human Development and CEO of the Capital One-UNO Charter Network 

The cultural traditions of Mardi Gras Indians, artists, jazz musicians, and social aide and pleasure clubs are vital in 
shaping New Orleans’ character and drawing tourists to the city, but appreciation for these traditions does not 
often translate into economic, educational and artistic empowerment for those who actually live the art culture.  
For instance, support for high school marching bands for Mardi Gras has not led to ongoing music programs 
that teach students to read music or understand music theory.  On the other hand, conventional arts education, 
when it is available, often fails to tap into the deep knowledge of cultural traditions that students often come into 
classrooms already bearing.  Consequently, a potentially rich entry point for scaffolding into subjects like music 
theory or dance becomes yet another barrier.  How do we bridge these gaps of knowledge, learning models, and 
access? Panelists will represent various groups and stakeholders that comprise the art and culture landscape.
ANDRE PERRy is chief executive of the UNO charter school network, a pre-kindergarten through high 
school educational network with the mission of providing access to and placement in community 
colleges and The University of New Orleans. He is charged with advancing the working partnership 
between UNO’s faculty and charter school teachers, as well as developing community partnerships 
with businesses, non-profit organizations, universities, schools and neighborhood organizations.
A native of Pittsburgh, PA, Perry earned his Ph.D. in education policy and leadership, with an 
emphasis in higher education, from the University of Maryland. He holds a bachelor’s degree 
from Allegheny College. His research and teaching interests are college access and retention, 
immigrant educational rights, and philosophy and history of education. He has held administrative 
appointments in scholarship and retention programming, multicultural affairs, and study abroad.
Through his weekly newspaper column in The Louisiana Weekly, Perry provides political commentary 
on K-16 leadership and governance in Louisiana. He can also be heard on WWNO 89.9-FM during NPR’s 
“All Things Considered”.  He serves on the boards of the Greater New Orleans Fair Action Housing 
Center, Urban League of Greater New Orleans, WWNO-FM, and Young Audiences-Arts for Learning.

10:15 Break
10:30 Mid-Sized Plenary Sessions  Westin Meeting Rooms, 12th floor

 Capitol Landscapes: Moving into the Obama Years
  Facilitator: Jonathan Katz, CEO, National Assembly of State Arts Agencies
  Panelists: Sarah Bainter Cunningham, Director of Arts Education, National Endowment for the Arts; Doug  
  Herbert, Special Assistant, Office of Innovation and Improvement, US Department of Education; Najean Lee,  
  Government Affairs and Education Advocacy Manager, League of American Orchestras

What is the probable impact of the economic downturn on arts and education? How will federal cultural 
agencies respond to the downturn and other critical issues in the field? How will the major national arts 
and education organizations work with the administration as it charts this new policy landscape? What will 
these changes mean for organizations, artists, schools and the Partnership?   Who are the new leaders at the 
federal education and arts agencies?  What’s the latest concerning such on-going initiatives as NAEP and the 
national status survey of arts education?   This highly-interactive plenary session, including federal agency 
officials and policy representatives of key national arts organizations, will focus on these and other issues.

Detailed Program Agenda

Andre Perry
Associate Dean, College 
of Education and Human 
Development and CEO, 
Capital One-UNO Charter 
Network
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Friday, February 13, 2009 (continued)

Paul G. Vallas
Superintendent, Recovery 
School District

10:30 Arts and Education Funding Partnerships:  Opportunities and Obstacles in 2009
  Facilitator: Jane Polin, Philanthropic Advisor, with panelists representing a range of the funding and  
      philanthropic communities

As we hear grim news daily regarding the recession’s impact on Americans nationwide, grantmakers are con-
fronted by growing requests for support even as their own resources are also reduced.  How can arts and edu-
cation partnerships compete, or possibly even collaborate, with other organizations seeking funds for worthy 
community-building ventures?  In a session led by philanthropic advisor Jane L. Polin, we’ll be hearing from lead-
ing arts and education grantmakers on how to gain support, financial and otherwise, during these tough times, 
and how this moment may allow us to consider the community impact of arts learning in new and exciting ways. 

 Esprit de Corps – Developing Citizen Teachers and Artists through the Music National Service Initiative  
 (MNSi) and Teach for America (TFA)
  Moderator: Hollis Headrick, Arts, Education and Philanthropy Consultant
  Presenters: Kiff Gallagher, Executive Director, Music National Service Initiative (MNSi), and Kira Orange  
      Jones, Executive Director, Teach For America, Greater New Orleans Region (TFA)

Recruiting highly motivated college graduates for two-year teaching assignments in underserved schools 
has created a new cadre of citizen-teachers to address community needs.  TFA, a national leader in the 
field with over 360 corps members teaching in greater New Orleans, and MNSi, which is launching Mu-
sicianCorps, a “musical Peace Corps,” in the Bay Area and beyond, will share their program designs and 
strategies for public service.  Highlights include implications of alternative pathways to teaching, the 
prospects for the national service agenda in the Obama administration such as the creation of an “art-
ist corps,” and potential impact in schools, after-school programs, health care and therapeutic settings.  

12:00pm Lunch  Westin Ballroom, 12th floor

1:30 Concurrent Small Group Sessions  Contemporary Arts Center, Ogden Museum

 Please see page 9 for small group session descriptions.

3:15 Closing Plenary/Wine and Cheese Reception:  Contemporary Arts Center, Black Box Theater

 What Are We Learning from Urban School Reform about the Future of American Education?
  Introduction – Sandra Ruppert, Director, Arts Education Partnership
  Featured Speaker – Paul Vallas, Superintendent, Recovery School  
      District, New Orleans, LA

PAuL G. VALLAS is Superintendent of the Recovery School District, which 
includes 67 traditional and charter schools in New Orleans. He is imple-
menting sweeping district-wide reforms, duplicating many of the initia-
tives that turned the school systems of Philadelphia and Chicago into na-
tionally recognized models for education reform. In New Orleans, Vallas’ 
initiatives include a standardized curriculum, an extended school day and 
school year to provide students with more instructional time on task, and 
a classroom modernization program that has provided interactive white 
boards in all core classrooms, laptops to all teachers and more than 4,000 
laptop computers to high school students. In addition, Vallas implemented 
high school redesign initiative that has brought industry-linked signature 
programs to RSD high schools and helped draft a comprehensive blueprint 
that will guide future school construction and renovation in New Orleans.  
Prior to joining the RSD, Vallas served as Chief Executive Officer for the 
School District of Philadelphia from 2002-2007 and as Chief Executive Of-
ficer of Chicago Public Schools from 1995 to 2001. Vallas has also served as 
budget director for the City of Chicago and as revenue director for the City 
of Chicago. Originally from Chicago, Vallas received a Bachelor of Science de-
gree in Political Science and History in 1976 and a Masters in Political Science 
in 1980 from Western Illinois University.

4:45 Adjourn

Detailed Program Agenda
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Small Group Session Descriptions

Status and Condition of Arts Education at State Levels: Strategic Viewpoints for Current Research
Facilitators: Susy Watts, Arts Impact, Curriculum, Training, and Assessments; Sheila Sears, Arts Education  
Program Manager, Colorado Council on the Arts 
Join statewide representatives for a conversation regarding the latest efforts to assess the sta-
tus and condition of art education at the state level. How has statewide inquiry changed over time? 
How does statewide study make the most of and move beyond a survey? What evidence makes 
the most compelling advocacy statements? How has statewide research informed policy and prac-
tice in schools and communities to date? What more can and should be accomplished through state-
wide research? What joint statewide efforts could best affect national arts education outcomes?

NEA Education Leaders Institute (ELI): Designing Public Education and Tomorrow’s Arts  
Education Communities
Facilitators: Derek Gordon, CEO Arts Council Greater Baton Rouge,(Louisiana ELI team); Eric Friedenwald-
Fishman, Creative Director/President, Metropolitan Group; Libby Chiu, Senior Advisor for Learning Initiatives, 
Illinois Arts Council (Project Director, ELI); Rob Horowitz, Associate Director, Center for Arts Education 
Research, Teachers College, Columbia University (Evaluator, ELI project); Sarah B Cunningham, NEA Director 
of Arts Education (NEA Project Director, ELI); Representatives from Wisconsin and Colorado ELI teams
The NEA Education Leaders Institute brings together usual and unusual suspects in order to take leadership in 
designing the public education landscape. This session will begin with a short film that shares conversations taking 
place at ELI1 and ELI2.  We present the logic behind NEA ELI, including how we foster creative thinking in arts 
education leaders.  ELI alumni will share their experiences and reflections.  We will close the session with an open 
discussion on engaging our creative resources as arts educators to take the lead in designing American education.

Not So Strange Bedfellows: Collaborating on Policies to Support the Arts   
(MN Constitutional Amendment, LA Act 175)

Facilitators: Pamela Paulson, Senior Policy Director, Perpich Center for Arts Education (Minnesota); Richard 
Baker, Fine Arts Coordinator, Louisiana Department of Education
In Minnesota, a coalition of environmentalists, sportsmen, and 
arts educators came together to spur adoption of a constitutional 
amendment providing $300 million per year for environmental 
and arts programs. In Louisiana, a partnership led by the 
Department of Culture, Recreation and Tourism spearheaded 
adoption of Act 175, mandating visual and performing arts 
instruction in K-12 schools. Concerted action, often involving 
unlikely allies, can promote the arts, enrich schools, and 
make states better places. Attend this session and learn how. 

Envisioning National Learning Expectations for the Arts
Facilitator: Frank Philip, Director, National Conference on Student 
Assessment, CCSSO
This is your special invitation to imagine, invigorate, and in-
vent national learning expectations for the arts in this 21st cen-
tury global culture. What skills might students develop through 
the arts that become part of a broader, life-long experience? 
How do we build on previous accomplishments to define these 
expectations; and how can we craft a shared vision for stu-
dents, parents, educators, teaching artists, cultural organiza-
tions and educational leaders throughout the country? Come 
join with CCSSO in this state-led, national consensus process 
for creating new learning expectations in the arts and provid-
ing a better balance in the curriculum for America’s schools.
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Small Group Session Descriptions
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New Models for Collaboration – Working Together to Survive Unplanned Change!
Facilitator: Echo Olander, Executive Director, KID smART
Panelists: Suzanne Hirsch, Education Director, New Orleans Ballet Association;  Don Marshall, Director, New 
Orleans Jazz and Heritage Foundation (Friday only); Karel Sloane Boekbinder, Ashe Cultural Center; Sarah Hess, 
Program Manager, Creative Alliance of New Orleans; Bethany Bultman, Program Director/Founder, New Orleans 
Music Clinic 

Change often comes when you least expect it – be it hurricane, stock market crash or other 
unforeseen force.  Visit with cultural organizations in New Orleans to hear how community 
collaborations came together in the light of our big change.  Listen to and discuss with us the 
lessons, challenges and benefits from working together that may be applicable in your community.

Local Voices: Preparing Youth to Serve Communities
Facilitators: Paddy Bowman, Director, Local Learning; Eileen Engel, Consultant, Heritage Education

Our cultural assumptions influence how we experience a community, so as growing numbers of young 
people embark on an increasing array of community service programs, educators can improve students’ 
connections to communities through ethnographic folk arts education strategies. Investigating first 
their own cultural identities and then local culture and aesthetics creates authentic relationships 
and inspires interdisciplinary projects. This approach deepens students’ art projects about and with 
communities. Expect hands-on personal arts explorations, interview and documentation practice, 
and useful handouts based on the extensive online education guide www.LouisianaVoices.org.

What Are We Learning From Statewide Whole School Arts Integration Initiatives?
Presenters: Susan McCalmont, Executive Director, Kirkpatrick Foundation; Jean Hendrickson, Executive Direc-
tor, Oklahoma A+ Schools;  Judi Holifield, Director, Mississippi Whole Schools Initiative

There has never been a more critical need for creative solutions to whole school reform than now. 
Dig deeper into whole school arts integration in this session where we will examine lessons learned 
about effective, research-driven school transformation from the perspective of two different initia-
tives, each with an extensive track record, Oklahoma A+ Schools and Mississippi Whole Schools. 

The Arts and 21st Century Learning: Framing a Research Agenda
Facilitator: Michael Sikes, Senior Associate for Research and Policy, Arts Education Partnership

What role does arts education play in developing the “21st Century skills” students need to thrive in a globalized, 
multicultural, and technological future? Under what conditions of teaching and learning (and through what poli-
cies and programs) might these skills be developed?  These are among the questions that might drive the future of 
arts education research. To provide essential guidance for this future, the AEP is launching the development of an 
Arts and 21st Century Learning Research Agenda. This session will invite critical input at the project’s beginning.

Arts for Learning Lessons Research: A Key for Building Communities of Learners Through the Arts
Facilitators: Jan Norman, National Director of Education, Research & Professional Development, 
Young Audiences Arts for Learning; Peter Gerber, Director of Arts for Learning; Rickie Nutik, Executive 
Director, Young Audiences of Louisiana; Richard Bates, Associate Director, Young Audiences of 
Louisiana; Gail Hayes-Davis, Executive Director, Young Audiences of Oregon & SW Washington

The Arts for Learning (A4L) Lessons program, guided and supported by a multi-year, rigorous research study, 
has led to the development and growth of learning communities across the nation.  This session will share 
how educators, artists, and researchers are working together to develop, implement and assess this program 
that strengthens literacy, learning and life skills by leveraging learning through the arts from early childhood 
through middle school.  Examples of A4L Communities that are part of the research will be shared, including 
in-school, after-school and early childhood programs in New Orleans and Portland, OR.  Discussions will address 
the successes, challenges and lessons learned and how research was key in opening doors of opportunity.



Small Group Session Descriptions
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The Qualities of Quality: Research Results and Implications
Facilitators: Steve Seidel, Director, Project Zero and Laura Smyth, Senior Associate, Arts Education Partnership

In the face of limited opportunities and resources, how do we create and sustain high quality arts learning 
experiences for K-12 youth, inside and outside of school?  The Qualities of Quality, a recent research 
study commissioned by The Wallace Foundation with support from the Arts Education Partnership, and 
conducted by Harvard’s Project Zero, addressed this question by focusing on the character of excellence 
itself, investigated via extensive interviews, site visits, and literature review.  Join Steve Seidel of Project 
Zero for a discussion about the results of the research and its implications for research, policy and practice.

Believe It or Not! – 10,000 People Participated in an Online Arts Education Blog in One Week.
Facilitator: Hollis Headrick, Arts, Education and Philanthropy Consultant with a representative group of bloggers

ArtsJournal, the online arts newsletter, provided a platform for a debate on arts education December 1-5, 2008 
to address the recent research by the Rand Corporation sponsored by the Wallace Foundation, Cultivating the 
Demand for the Arts: Arts Learning, Arts Engagement, and State Arts Policy.  The research suggests that a 
generation has not developed the knowledge or skills to engage with our cultural heritage.  A core group of 17 
bloggers including artists, educators, writers, researchers, administrators and foundation grantmakers shared 
their thoughts on the question – “will our culture suffer if we don’t do more to teach the arts?”  According to 
ArtsJournal, almost 10,000 people participated in the discussion.   The panel, composed of several of the bloggers, 
will discuss the blog process, the technological implications of online discussion, the issues that surfaced and 
what can be done to continue this vital discussion to develop a broad consensus about the future of arts learning. 



Many thanks to our generous hosts 
and planning partners in New Orleans:

Louisiana Division of the Arts
Bethany France, Director of Arts-in-Education
Danny Belanger, Acting Executive Director

KID smART 
Echo Olander, Executive Director

Ogden Museum of Southern Art
Kate Barron, Education Curator
Rick Gruber, Executive Director

Contemporary Arts Center  
Marie Lamb, Director of Education 
Jay Weigle, Executive Director

New Orleans Convention and  
Visitors Bureau

New Orleans Museum of Art
Jackie Sullivan, Deputy Director
Marney N. Robinson
Associate Curator of Education

Sonya Robinson, Arts Education Consultant

Louisiana ArtWorks

Louisiana Department of Culture, 
Recreation and Tourism
Scott Hutcheson, Assistant Secretary

 Mark your calendars for 
 AEP’s next Forum:
 Boston, Massachusetts 
 June 12-13, 2009

Photos courtesy of the New Orleans CVB




