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Traffic generator
Give Away 
Nail Polish in blisterpackage,
sticker with store address on backside.

Client

XXbyMexx
Starting with the redesigning of its logo in 2003 
— inspired by both the XX chromosomes and 
the DNA double-helix strands, XX by Mexx’s 
visual identity underwent a full transformation. 
The core of the identity was shaped around an 
eclectic use of typography, rough collage layouts  
and handdrawn details. It gave the edgy  
sub-brand a young and expressive image and 
made its communications look like unique  
collages and scrapbooks.

What we did
Visual identity, design direction. 

Identity and visual language

Never out of Style collection catalogue
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Client

Gaastra
Building on Gaastra’s spirit for sailing,  
we developed a fully customised online 
shopping experience including a unique 
transaction system.

What we did
Online Visual Style, E-Shop Design. 

Homepage, sectionpage & productpage designs

Shopping cart, information & payment system design



Client

Palmolive
Market leaders in the bathroom with their 
range of Palmolive products, Colgate-
Palmolive are looking to improve their visual 
style by introducing a consistent and striking 
visual language for the Dutch market. 

Working together with Colgate-Palmolive’s 
internal team and through our associates 
at Oy Communications, Begin defined 
the problem solving strategy and process, 
and then created the ‘Zest Curve’ system, 
along with accompanying communication 
guidelines & design templates.

What we did
Visual language & system, communication 
guidelines & templates.

Example ‘Naturals’ ad layout using the Zest curve system

Communications guidelines for the Zest system

Het hydraterende
recept voor een
heerlijke huid.
Verwen je huid met Palmolive bad – 
en douche – melk met 
amandelextract en hydraterende 
melk. De fl uweelzachte formule is 
speciaal ontwikkeld voor de 
gevoelige huid. Voor de handen is er 
Palmolive Wascrème met 
Amandelmelk. Je huid voelt soepel 
en zacht aan. Palmolive Naturals. 
Voor een heerlijke huid.

www.kwalitijdvoorjezelf.nl

Palmolive Communications
The Netherlands
Design Style Guide 2008|09
Developed for CP Nederland by Oy Communications Amsterdam

The Zest Grid System
1. Zest Ribbon

The Zest ribbon design is based on the Palmolive 
logo. It's colours are tones of the brand's Pantone 
327 colour and, like in the ribboned logo, a silver 
line runs along the edge.

The Zest's colour & form must not be adjusted. 
It can be proportionally scaled as necessary and 
can be used in full height or from the bottom up 
to its twist, as seen here.

Full Size - A3, A4, Spread Small Sizes - Kruidvat Ad

1 Zest Ribbon
2 Image
3 White Bar
4 Packshot
5 Copy
6 Supporting Image
7 Logo & Web Address

Pantone 327
100% — 10%

Silver/Metallic Bands

Pantone 327 Ribbon

The Zest Grid System
Colour System

The Palmolive colour system is based on two 
colours: Pantone 327 (Palmolive’s brand colour) 
and black, plus white. This system will be used 
for all of the Palmolive product segments and 
lines, producing a fully aligned approach. 

The central idea is to use lighter tones of the 327 
to produce a pure & natural feel that delivers on 
the brands key values. Reducing added colour to 
only tones of the 327 makes the branding highly 
effective and ownable.

For women & children products, tones of black 
are used to support, in the case of the Men 
layouts the black tones become primary.

Pantone 327 (cmyk translation)
100% — 10%

Black
90% — 10%

* To generate a softer range, 
100% full black is not used.

** The full Pantone 327 (100%) 
is reserved to be used only in 
the logo & logotype.

Primary Range = 60–30%

The Zest Grid System
Hierarchy of Information

1 Zest Ribbon
2 Image
3 White Bar
4 Packshot
5 Copy
6 Supporting Image
7 Logo & Web Address

All elements of the layout have been 
designed and coordinated to produce a 
sense of simplicity, purity, elegance and 
accessibility. For Palmolive, a friendly 
message is always the aim.

Het hydraterende
recept voor een
heerlijke huid.
Verwen je huid met Palmolive bad – 
en douche – melk met 
amandelextract en hydraterende 
melk. De fl uweelzachte formule is 
speciaal ontwikkeld voor de 
gevoelige huid. Voor de handen is er 
Palmolive Wascrème met 
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en zacht aan. Palmolive Naturals. 
Voor een heerlijke huid.

www.kwalitijdvoorjezelf.nl
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The Zest Grid System
Grid - A3, A4

The grid is made up by dividing 
the layout space into 3 equal 
columns (x) & 5 equal rows (y). Het hydraterende

recept voor een
heerlijke huid.
Verwen je huid met Palmolive bad – 
en douche – melk met 
amandelextract en hydraterende 
melk. De fl uweelzachte formule is 
speciaal ontwikkeld voor de 
gevoelige huid. Voor de handen is er 
Palmolive Wascrème met 
Amandelmelk. Je huid voelt soepel 
en zacht aan. Palmolive Naturals. 
Voor een heerlijke huid.

www.kwalitijdvoorjezelf.nl
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The Zest Grid System
Promotional System

The moisture
recipe for
delicious skin.

20%
Korting

www.kwalitijdvoorjezelf.nl

Het hydraterende
recept voor een
heerlijke huid.

New
Try our improved
range of recipes

www.kwalitijdvoorjezelf.nl

The Zest Grid System
Men - Promotional

The promotional grid for men follows 
the women’s promotional grid. WHEN YOU CLOSE 

YOUR EYES IN THE
SHOWER, WHERE
DO YOU GO?

New
Try our improved
range of recipes

www.kwalitijdvoorjezelf.nl

The Zest Grid System
Examples - Kruidvat 1/2 Page Ad

www.kwalitijdvoorjezelf.nl

Nu 2e Palmolive
handzeep voor
de halve prijs*

* Geldig op alle Palmolive Vloeibare Zeep
pomp- en navulverpakkingen.

www.kwalitijdvoorjezelf.nl

€1,- 
korting

Palmolive douchegels
Bij aankoop van 2 stuks.
Keuze uit alle varianten.

Het hydraterende recept 
voor een heerlijke huid.
Je kunt bijvoorbeeld kiezen voor Palmolive Naturals douche melk 

met hydraterende melk en extracten van natuurlijke ingrediënten. 

Palmolive Naturals is er in de varianten Ultra Hydraterend met Olijf,

Gevoelige huid met Amandel en Voedend met Honing extract.

www.kwalitijdvoorjezelf.nl
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Example ad layouts for smaller layout formats



Client

Nike
We were commisioned by Oy communications 
to design various press kits as well as an indi-
vidual development guide for Nike.

What we did
Design direction

Nike Football | National Team Kit 08 - Press Introduction Packaging

PRESS KIT -  FOOTBALL
HOLIDAY 2007

PRESS KIT -  FOOTBALL
HOLIDAY 2007
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Nike
Air Rejuven8 - Press Introduction Packaging

DESIGNBREATHABILITYCOMFORT

Gere nosumus ad imus, nocciverit vilicie ntilicu ssolis pratil hostiaet; 
nihiliu idie menter ut publiciem et; num ta, non sultui sulii pervive 
natusum nostamque ilii plictum acerescrior ades enem tem nonsum 
orum aus ad maio, nes clabus verficae mediemors oculerc epsedetio, 
sentero poendam ad morum fatium tela duciaet patimmo licatis hos no. 
Vocum esse aut inc tam iam temus rei patum inatro ia res noc, menduc 
vis rem, Catquam nem tissis. Gra, ocris.

Fuitio, Catum fachus An tellaberitam sentesimil ventus vir in tem pro, 
cut finpro iam in pre im re dem haed sentra eortus nine pareissit, 
nonerdie vid nos ceps, quam furaec re am furnum sedo, niu sperum, 
cotem nonsulabus, sed res, nul hilisque ficones cones vit verum inarist 
atricib emponcla se facerceris issusumus vitam vidiem, vivilne signorum 
que constratrei fur loste condenate consuam reor habem mo vignatim 
quo eremne inam ina, con Etra num audeperei perei publicid fit. An 
publinv erisse, vehem auci furis accivirit; nihilibus, confece rviveri sultuide 
condam eferit vitiam tessent? Equa ven hum di sidena, sente, Catus 
vividem aucips, non hil tatquides Catoris contio conem ius, sedo,

Gere nosumus ad imus, nocciverit vilicie ntilicu ssolis pratil hostiaet; 
nihiliu idie menter ut publiciem et; num ta, non sultui sulii pervive 
natusum nostamque ilii plictum acerescrior ades enem tem nonsum 
orum aus ad maio, nes clabus verficae mediemors oculerc epsedetio, 
sentero poendam ad morum fatium tela duciaet patimmo licatis hos no. 
Vocum esse aut inc tam iam temus rei patum inatro ia res noc, menduc 
vis rem, Catquam nem tissis. Gra, ocris.

Fuitio, Catum fachus An tellaberitam sentesimil ventus vir in tem pro, 
cut finpro iam in pre im re dem haed sentra eortus nine pareissit, 
nonerdie vid nos ceps, quam furaec re am furnum sedo, niu sperum, 
cotem nonsulabus, sed res, nul hilisque ficones cones vit verum inarist 
atricib emponcla se facerceris issusumus vitam vidiem, vivilne signorum 
que constratrei fur loste condenate consuam reor habem mo vignatim 
quo eremne inam ina, con Etra num audeperei perei publicid fit. An 
publinv erisse, vehem auci furis accivirit; nihilibus, confece rviveri sultuide 
condam eferit vitiam tessent? Equa ven hum di sidena, sente, Catus 
vividem aucips, non hil tatquides Catoris contio conem ius, sedo,

Gere nosumus ad imus, nocciverit vilicie ntilicu ssolis pratil hostiaet; 
nihiliu idie menter ut publiciem et; num ta, non sultui sulii pervive 
natusum nostamque ilii plictum acerescrior ades enem tem nonsum 
orum aus ad maio, nes clabus verficae mediemors oculerc epsedetio, 
sentero poendam ad morum fatium tela duciaet patimmo licatis hos no. 
Vocum esse aut inc tam iam temus rei patum inatro ia res noc, menduc 
vis rem, Catquam nem tissis. Gra, ocris.

Gere nosumus ad imus, nocciverit vilicie ntilicu ssolis pratil hostiaet; 
nihiliu idie menter ut publiciem et; num ta, non sultui sulii pervive 
natusum nostamque ilii plictum acerescrior ades enem tem nonsum 
orum aus ad maio, nes clabus verficae mediemors oculerc epsedetio, 
sentero poendam ad morum fatium tela duciaet patimmo licatis hos no. 
Vocum esse aut inc tam iam temus rei patum inatro ia res noc, menduc 
vis rem, Catquam nem tissis. Gra, ocris.

Gere nosumus ad imus, nocciverit vilicie ntilicu ssolis pratil hostiaet; 
nihiliu idie menter ut publiciem et; num ta, non sultui sulii pervive 
natusum nostamque ilii plictum acerescrior ades enem tem nonsum 
orum aus ad maio, nes clabus verficae mediemors oculerc epsedetio.

Gere nosumus ad imus, nocciverit vilicie ntilicu ssolis pratil hostiaet; 
nihiliu idie menter ut publiciem et; num ta, non sultui sulii pervive 
natusum nostamque ilii plictum acerescrior ades enem tem nonsum 
orum aus ad maio, nes clabus verficae mediemors oculerc epsedetio.
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Gere nosumus ad imus, nocciverit vilicie ntilicu ssolis pratil hostiaet; 
nihiliu idie menter ut publiciem et; num ta, non sultui sulii pervive 
natusum nostamque ilii plictum acerescrior ades enem tem nonsum 
orum aus ad maio, nes clabus verficae mediemors oculerc epsedetio.
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Gere nosumus ad imus, nocciverit vilicie ntilicu ssolis pratil hostiaet; 
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natusum nostamque ilii plictum acerescrior ades enem tem nonsum 
orum aus ad maio, nes clabus verficae mediemors oculerc epsedetio, 
sentero poendam ad morum fatium tela duciaet patimmo licatis hos no. 
Vocum esse aut inc tam iam temus rei patum inatro ia res noc, menduc 
vis rem, Catquam nem tissis. Gra, ocris.

Fuitio, Catum fachus An tellaberitam sentesimil ventus vir in tem pro, 
cut finpro iam in pre im re dem haed sentra eortus nine pareissit, 
nonerdie vid nos ceps, quam furaec re am furnum sedo, niu sperum, 
cotem nonsulabus, sed res, nul hilisque ficones cones vit verum inarist 
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publinv erisse, vehem auci furis accivirit; nihilibus, confece rviveri sultuide 
condam eferit vitiam tessent? Equa ven hum di sidena, sente, Catus 
vividem aucips, non hil tatquides Catoris contio conem ius, sedo,

Gere nosumus ad imus, nocciverit vilicie ntilicu ssolis pratil hostiaet; 
nihiliu idie menter ut publiciem et; num ta, non sultui sulii pervive 
natusum nostamque ilii plictum acerescrior ades enem tem nonsum 
orum aus ad maio, nes clabus verficae mediemors oculerc epsedetio, 
sentero poendam ad morum fatium tela duciaet patimmo licatis hos no. 
Vocum esse aut inc tam iam temus rei patum inatro ia res noc, menduc 
vis rem, Catquam nem tissis. Gra, ocris.

Fuitio, Catum fachus An tellaberitam sentesimil ventus vir in tem pro, 
cut finpro iam in pre im re dem haed sentra eortus nine pareissit, 
nonerdie vid nos ceps, quam furaec re am furnum sedo, niu sperum, 
cotem nonsulabus, sed res, nul hilisque ficones cones vit verum inarist 
atricib emponcla se facerceris issusumus vitam vidiem, vivilne signorum 
que constratrei fur loste condenate consuam reor habem mo vignatim 
quo eremne inam ina, con Etra num audeperei perei publicid fit. An 
publinv erisse, vehem auci furis accivirit; nihilibus, confece rviveri sultuide 
condam eferit vitiam tessent? Equa ven hum di sidena, sente, Catus 
vividem aucips, non hil tatquides Catoris contio conem ius, sedo,

Gere nosumus ad imus, nocciverit vilicie ntilicu ssolis pratil hostiaet; 
nihiliu idie menter ut publiciem et; num ta, non sultui sulii pervive 
natusum nostamque ilii plictum acerescrior ades enem tem nonsum 
orum aus ad maio, nes clabus verficae mediemors oculerc epsedetio, 
sentero poendam ad morum fatium tela duciaet patimmo licatis hos no. 
Vocum esse aut inc tam iam temus rei patum inatro ia res noc, menduc 
vis rem, Catquam nem tissis. Gra, ocris.

Gere nosumus ad imus, nocciverit vilicie ntilicu ssolis pratil hostiaet; 
nihiliu idie menter ut publiciem et; num ta, non sultui sulii pervive 
natusum nostamque ilii plictum acerescrior ades enem tem nonsum 
orum aus ad maio, nes clabus verficae mediemors oculerc epsedetio, 
sentero poendam ad morum fatium tela duciaet patimmo licatis hos no. 
Vocum esse aut inc tam iam temus rei patum inatro ia res noc, menduc 
vis rem, Catquam nem tissis. Gra, ocris.

Gere nosumus ad imus, nocciverit vilicie ntilicu ssolis pratil hostiaet; 
nihiliu idie menter ut publiciem et; num ta, non sultui sulii pervive 
natusum nostamque ilii plictum acerescrior ades enem tem nonsum 
orum aus ad maio, nes clabus verficae mediemors oculerc epsedetio.

Gere nosumus ad imus, nocciverit vilicie ntilicu ssolis pratil hostiaet; 
nihiliu idie menter ut publiciem et; num ta, non sultui sulii pervive 
natusum nostamque ilii plictum acerescrior ades enem tem nonsum 
orum aus ad maio, nes clabus verficae mediemors oculerc epsedetio.
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Client

Voir / Hour
Already famous for it’s cultural coverage 
since the mid ‘80s, Voir magazine made a 
name for itself in the design scene at the  
end of the ‘90s with its award winning  
covers under Begin’s art direction.  
Hour, the english language cultural  
magazine was given a fresh look in 1999.

What we did
New Identity, art direction

Hour Magazine

Voir Magazine



Client

ZYG
A new brand of city and mountain ap-
parel inspired by the Zuben Y Genuby,  
a band of smugglers of the Pyrenees for  
a new breed of modern heroes.

What we did
Brand platform and Identity

Logo Crest

Monogram Icon

Pattern Our Colours Product branding

Brand Story (photos used as inspiration until photoshoot)

1a. Logo

1b. Logo colours Black & White

for Zuben Y Genuby
page 13

Concept A 
Identity
Elements

Pattern Colours

DIRT
SWEAT
BLOOD

for Zuben Y Genuby
page 13

Concept A 
Identity
Elements

Pattern Colours

DIRT
SWEAT
BLOOD

for Zuben Y Genuby
page 10

Concept A 
Story & Mood

A tale
of guard-
ianship  
& dignity

ZUBEN Y GENUBY WAS THE CODE 
NAME FOR A BAND OF SMUGGLERS 
DURING THE FRANCO ERA.
THEY HELPED THE ANDORRA 
PEOPLE BY DEVELOPING SECRET 
ROUTES (SMUGGLER-PASS) 
THROUGH THE PYRENEES TO 
SUPPLY BASIC FOOD AND WARM 
CLOTHES ALLOWING THEM TO KEEP 
THEIR DIGNITY EVEN IN THE MOST 
CHALLENGING TIMES.

WE’VE BUILD OUR BRAND IN THE 
FOOTSTEPS OF THESE MODERN 
HEROES AND WITH THE ANDORRA 
HERITAGE IN MIND. 

OUR JACKETS WILL KEEP YOU 
WARM IN THE MOUNTAIN AND 
PROVIDE SELF-CONFIDENCE IN 
URBAN SETTLEMENTS...

A TALE OF
GUARDIANSHIP
AND
DIGNITY

for Zuben Y Genuby
page 11

Concept A 
Story & Mood MODERN

HEROES

PROTECTION & PRIDE 



Client

Fortis
In 2008, as part of it’s on-going strategy 
to support local fashion manufactur-
ers and designers, Fortis Netherlands 
became head sponsor of the Amsterdam 
International Fashion Week. To brand 
the event, Fortis looked to partner with 
an agency that had valuable experience 
in the business of Fashion. In collabora-
tion with Fortis’ global communications 
agency, Begin developed a strategic 
approach for the merging of Fortis and 
Fashion, and, based on this platform, 
created a visual identity for the AIFW 
events sponsored by the bank. 

What we did
Develop platform & strategy plus  
collaterals for sponsorship of fashion 
culture & commerce.

Logo

BrandBe + BeginStudio + Oy Communications | 20.05.08

Worlds Apart?

Banking
serious, conservative, risk-averse, 

slow, stiff, rational

Establishing a relevant and engaging platform 
to bring these worlds together is an exciting 

and challenging prospect!  

Fashion
fun, edgy, risk-taking, fast, 
creative, emotional

BrandBe + BeginStudio + Oy Communications | 20.05.08

Business

The added value of Fortis
The Business of Fashion

proactivity
support, 
dedication, 
commitment

expertise 

innovation, 
development 

partnership

education

knowledge

experience

efficiency celebration

research

process

BrandBe + BeginStudio + OY communications | 20.05.08

Thinking now, building for the future
Extend the image of Fortis as 
the "cool" bank to include 
consumer banking, including 
specific focus on the younger 
segment

2012
2011

2010

2011

2009

2008

Vision versus pragmatic 
deliverables for July; 
B2B now, can it play a 
broader role in the future 
to position the bank as the 
“bank with attitude”?

Is the link with fashion 
(i.e. attitude/lifestyle) something 
that is only relevant for Fortis 
Commercial Banking NL or could 
this link potentially be applied 
to commercial banking globally
a key differentiating factor?

2012 – 
FORTIS: 

The Bank 
with Attitude

Fashion Trade

Manufacturers, Logistic, etc...

Lifestyle Sector

Business World
B2C - 

FORTIS CB

B2B
+

B2E

2008 - FORTIS, the bank of Fashion
AIFW: Introduction of the 
Fortis&Fashion Platform

B2B, PR and internal 
communication around AIFW 
linking Fortis Commercial 
Banking NL with Fashion

2010

BrandBe + BeginStudio + Oy Communications | 20.05.08

ATTITUDE

The added value of Fashion
A Bank with Attitude

ENERGETIC

OPEN-MINDED

YOUTHFUL 

ALIVE, VIBRANT

NEW

LEADING-EDGE

STATEMENT

STYLE

EDGY

TREND

EMOTION

BrandBe + BeginStudio + Oy Communications | 20.05.08

A Unique Proposition

ATTITUDE

BUSINESS

expertise
proactivity
support, dedication, 
commitment
innovation, 
development 

energetic
youthful
open-minded
alive, vibrant

Fortis Fashion

BrandBe + BeginStudio + Oy Communications | 20.05.08

Create a multi- layered platform on which to build for 
the long-term, combining perceptions to create a 
unique proposition

Starting Point

ATTITUDE

BUSINESS

expertise
proactivity
support, dedication, 
commitment
innovation, 
development 

energetic
youthful
open-minded
alive, vibrant

Fortis

Fashion

BrandBe + BeginStudio + Oy Communications | 20.05.08

The Vision

LIVINGFASHION
FORTIS



Client

Reebok
To launch their newest innovation, 
the EasyTone shoe, in Europe, we 
collaborated with Reebok by first 
developing a fully outfited campain 
concept and then using it to build  
and roll out a retail package in  
various countries.

What we did
Easytone Promotion campaign  
concept and visual style for Europe,  
the Middle-east and Asia.
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You can find EASYTONE shoes at:

Download your free mobile application to continue toning at easytone.mobi

The secret to great legs and butt is at reebok.com/easytone

YOUR MOVE

Balance pods are 
designed to act like
stability balls under 
your feet

EASYTONE helps tone 
key leg muscles. 

How?
Balance pods are built-in 
under the heel and
forefoot of the shoes. 
The balance pods are
designed to create 
natural instability with
every step which forces 
your muscles to adapt
and encourages toning.
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You can find EASYTONE shoes at:

Download your free mobile application to continue toning at easytone.mobi

The secret to great legs and butt is at reebok.com/easytone

YOUR MOVE

Balance pods are 
designed to act like
stability balls under 
your feet

EASYTONE helps tone 
key leg muscles. 

How?
Balance pods are built-in 
under the heel and
forefoot of the shoes. 
The balance pods are
designed to create 
natural instability with
every step which forces 
your muscles to adapt
and encourages toning.
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LOOKS GREAT AND TONES KEY LEG MUSCLES!

FEATURES
•A convenient walking shoe that allows you 
to “Take The Gym with you”.

•Balance pods (compared to stability balls) 
are built-in under the heel and forefoot of the shoes. 

•The balance pods are designed to create natural 
instability with every step.

BENEFITS
•With every step you take, you are getting a workout.
•The natural instability forces your muscles to adapt 
and encourages toning of key leg muscles: 
- 28% more muscle activation in the gluteus maximus*
- 11% hamstring muscle activation*
- 11% calf muscle activation*

•EasyTone shoes have been measured to be up to
3x softer than conventional foam based shoes.

*based on test comparing Easytone to typical foam based walking shoe (Reebok Hex Express).  
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