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Hailed as one of the most outstand-
ing and influential graphic art-
ists and typographers of the 20th 
century, Jan Tschichold stood in the 
service of print and writing. Even 
when it risked his own, and his 
family’s, safety during the Nazi rise 
to power. He began as a talented 
young calligrapher and designer of 
some 70 posters and then, later on, 
as a self-critical typographer and 
typeface designer. In his posters, 
he expressed the avant-garde ideas 
of the Neue Typografie, or New 
Typography, which were strongly 
influenced by the Bauhaus.

Tschichold was a leading designer 
of books and typography as well as 
the author of such internationally 
influential Modernist texts such as 
Die Neue Typographie (The New 
Typography) of 1928, and Typog-
raphische Gestaltung (Typographic 
Design) of 1935. 

Internationally recognized as a gifted typogra-
pher and designer, Tschichold was awarded the 
Gold Medal of the American Institute of Graphic 
Arts (AIGA, established 1914) in 1954, and the 
Gutenberg Prize in East Germany in 1965, the 
same year in which he was elected as an Honorary 
Royal Designer for Industry in London.
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About the author:
Avery Wells has had a rich and 
varied life. From serving in the 
military, to working as a machinist 
and repair technician. Throughout 
it all, he never lost sight of his one 
true love; art. He started draw-
ing as a teenager, influenced by 
comic books, but soon expanded his 
interests into learning more about 
traditional art, as well as the rudi-
ments of design.

Now, at the age of 51, he’s made 
art a career instead of a hobby. As 
a member of the Art Institute of 
California, Sacramento, he’s learned 
the principles and skills he needed 
to pursue a career as a graphic de-
signer and artist. 
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