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A hierarchical representation of the site and 
surrounding area was developed into a 
topographical model distinguishing edges where 
regions of elevated levels of activity collide and 
dips where parts pail in concentration.
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The DUMBO Fulton Ferry Landing site is part of the greater area of focus categorized as the lower portion of Reach 14.  Reach 14 is considered Brooklyn’s principal working water-
front spanning more than 12 miles of the borough’s coast from Owl’s Head Park (south of Redhook) and continuing to northern Greenpoint at Newton Creek.  This map depicts only 
the area between Brooklyn Heights and southern Williamsburg.
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Transportation would seem relevant to a site intended for commuting, but the subway seems to have very 
little impact besides increasing pedestrian traffi c along Old Fulton Street.  This provides very few options 
for workers along the far reaches of the waterfront beyond driving, accounting for the large expanses of 
space used for parking.  Access to the Brooklyn Heights promenade is available by several subway lines, 
but a disconnect remains between many of the spaces.
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A layering effect of the area develops a mixed hierarchy.  On the Brooklyn Bridge, the central prom-
enade to Manhattan is elevated above the bridge traffi c.  This is similar to the Brooklyn Heights prom-
enade where vehicular traffi c along the Brooklyn-Queens Expressway is stacked in vertical tiers and 
the pedestrian traffi c proceeds above.  In neither case are pedestrians necessarily delivered to the site 
by vehicle, but rather the relationship maintains its separation.  This hierarchy changes as you proceed 
throughout the area, typically giving way to vehicular traffi c, as cars dominate the shared spaces and 
pedestrians move below overpasses.  The constant shift in this interrelation develops a sort of twisting 
or weaving effect along these seams.  What will always remain constant, however, is the access of boat 
service.  Its highest hierarchical status is only exemplifi ed by passing over tunnels, namely the subway 
lines that always lay below, with few exceptions.  This dictates that all traffi c approach the site on the 
same level.

Analysis of the site revealed a weaving effect of pedestrian and vehicular 
traffic, while exposing the lack of effectiveness from the nearby subway 
lines.  Physical as well as other zoning barriers prevent varied forms of 
access among many areas in the greater coastal area.
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