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ASSOCIATE’S DEGREE GRADUATES WHO BORROWED  
ATTENDING PRIVATE INSTITUTION  
(PERCENTAGE IN 2008)

99% OF GRADUATES ATTENDING 
PRIVATE FOR- PROFIT INSTITUTES BORROWED 
MONEY FOR COLLEGE

74% OF GRADUATES ATTENDING 
PRIVATE NON- PROFIT INSTITUTES  
BORROWED MONEY FOR COLLEGE

39% OF GRADUATES ATTENDING PUBLIC 
INSTITUTES BORROWED MONEY FOR COLLEGE

ASSOCIATE’S DEGREE GRADUATES WHO BORROWED  
ATTENDING PUBLIC INSTITUTION  
(PERCENTAGE IN 2008)
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AVERAGE TOTAL LOANS FOR ALL GRADUATES,
BY DEGREE (2008 DOLLARS)

$6,649

$15,425

$3,318

$10,138

Bachelor’s Degree 

Associate’s Degree & Certificates

ONE-QUARTER OF BACHELOR’S DEGREE GRADUATES AT  
FOR-PROFIT SCHOOLS BORROWED MORE THAN $40,000.
(IN 2008)

ONE-IN-FOUR RECIPIENTS OF AN ASSOCIATE’S DEGREE OR CERTIFICATE 
BORROWED MORE THAN $20,000 AT BOTH PRIVATE FOR-PROFIT AND 
PRIVATE NON- PROFIT SCHOOLS

TWO YEAR DEGREE ADVANTAGE
This graphic examines the three college institutions: public, private for- profit, and private non- profit.  
Evaluating the advantages to getting an Associate’s Degree or Certificate compared to a Bachelor’s Degree.

*Information Provided by Pew Research Center


