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Did you know?
The Devil Wears Prada actress
Emily Blunt, who is known for her
sense of style, admitted she had
more boyish interests and hated
being dressed in feminine clothes
when she was a youngster. 
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KEYS, LADY
GAGA JOIN
CAMPAIGN
AGAINST 
AIDS
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4 Next three days English (Thriller) 

4 Let me in English  (Thriller)

4 Icarus     English (Action)

4 Leaves of grass English (Crime) 

4 Machete English (Action)

4 Red    English (Action)

4 Pranchiyettan & the saint    Malayalam (Comedy)

4 Golmaal 3 Hindi (Comedy) 

IMAGING: JITENDRA PATEL
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W
HO are the frontrunners in this year’s
best picture Oscar race? Here are
some early contenders, but don’t rule
out the surprises yet to come.

ANOTHER YEAR 
(SONY PICTURES CLASSICS, OPENS DECEMBER 29)
Why it’s a contender: The Academy frequently
taps Mike Leigh’s films for some kind of recognition,
though he hasn’t had a best picture nomination since
1996’s Secrets & Lies. A modest reception at the
Cannes Film Festival might make Another Year a
tough sell, but in a race with few actor-oriented films,
this could make it to the final 10.

BLACK SWAN 
(FOX SEARCHLIGHT, OPENS DECEMBER 1)
Why it’s a contender: Buzz began after Black
Swan’s Venice Film Festival premiere and it has only
grown louder for director Darren Aronofsky’s follow-
up to The Wrestler. Although the creepy psychologi-
cal thriller might lean too dark for some Academy vot-
ers, Natalie Portman’s performance will garner their
attention.

THE FIGHTER 
(PARAMOUNT, OPENS DECEMBER 10)
Why it’s a contender: Early viewers have said
David O. Russell’s boxing movie is a worthy successor
to Raging Bull, Rocky and Million Dollar Baby. The
film will be helped by star Mark Wahlberg’s commit-
ment to promoting the movie that he also produced.

HEREAFTER 
(WARNER BROS., IN THEATRES)
Why it’s a contender: Clint Eastwood is arguably
the most beloved filmmaker among Academy mem-
bers, and his late-career resurgence makes each new
film a must-see. A terrific tsunami scene and strong

performances might make voters overlook an ending
that has left many dissatisfied.

HOW DO YOU KNOW 
(SONY, OPENS DECEMBER 17)
Why it’s a contender: Ever since winning the
Oscar for Terms of Endearment, James L. Brooks
has been a must-consider for Oscar voters. That
said, he was unsure whether a film his col-
leagues described as commercial would
play with awards voters and was holding
off until the film’s release before granting
interviews. At worst, the movie is likely to
contend for a Golden Globe/comedy; at
best, it could be in the run for an Oscar.

HOW TO TRAIN YOUR DRAGON 
(DREAMWORKS ANIMATION, ON DVD)
Why it’s a contender: DreamWorks
Animation thought it had a fizzler when
Dragon opened to tepid box office in March.
But word-of-mouth, a terrific promotional
campaign and the ready availability of its two
likeable directors will keep this front and cen-
tre of voters’ minds — even if Pixar has won the
past three animated movie Oscars in a row.

INCEPTION 
(WARNER BROS., ON DVD DECEMBER 7)
Why it’s a contender: Christopher Nolan’s
follow-up to The Dark Knight is no Avatar —
and that’s a good thing. Voters will appreciate
how the dreamscape drama eschewed 3D gim-
mickry and still managed to pull off the most com-
plex intersection of sci-fi and fantasy.

THE KIDS ARE ALL RIGHT 
(FOCUS FEATURES, ON DVD)
Why it’s a contender: Strong
performances always resonate
with the Academy’s actors’ branch.
Plus, the indie hit never moralises
on same-sex marriage, instead

offering a humorous and heartfelt take on two moth-
ers, two teenage kids and a cool biological father.

The family may not be typical, but the movie’s
themes — parenting, adolescent rebellion and
forgiveness — are universal.

THE KING’S SPEECH 
(THE WEINSTEIN CO., IN THEATRES)

Why it’s a contender: The Weinstein
brothers are masters at taking British
period pieces and turning them into
Oscar winners — think The English
Patient and Shakespeare in Love. Add

to that an actor who seems a lock for a
nomination, Colin Firth, and it’s hard to
imagine a stronger entry.

127 HOURS 
(FOX SEARCHLIGHT, IN THEATRES)
Why it’s a contender: Two years after
Danny Boyle won the Oscar for Slumdog
Millionaire, nobody can ignore his new film,
especially one that takes a claustrophobic sub-
ject and explodes it with cinematic skill. Raves
at the Toronto International Film Festival
make it a lock for a nomination, though the sev-
ering-arm scene might prevent it from going
further.

SHUTTER ISLAND 
(PARAMOUNT, ON DVD)
Why it’s a contender: The Martin Scorsese

thriller was meant to be a contender last year,
only for Paramount to switch its release at the

last minute from late 2009 to February —
but don’t count it out. Each of his previ-
ous collaborations with Leonardo

DiCaprio — Gangs of New York, The
Aviator, The Departed — has gar-
nered a best picture nomination.

THE SOCIAL NETWORK 
(SONY, IN THEATRES)

Why it’s a contender: After a lukewarm opening
weekend, The Social Network now has plenty of
friends. The Facebook drama is probably the
strongest front-runner alongside The King’s Speech.

THE TOWN
(WARNER BROS., IN THEATRES)
Why it’s a contender: Ben Affleck said he was so
stressed making Gone Baby Gone that he felt sick
almost every day. That didn’t prevent him from tak-
ing on a triple-threat challenge as writer-director-star
and pulling it off with fantastic box office and reviews.
Now he’s as much in demand to direct as to act.

TOY STORY 3
(DISNEY/PIXAR, ON DVD)
Why it’s a contender: Pixar has won best animat-
ed feature three years in a row; now it’s aiming for
best picture, period. Even though only two animated
movies have been nominated in this category before,
the rave reviews and expansion by the Academy to 10
nominee slots gives it a good chance.

TRUE GRIT 
(PARAMOUNT, OPENS DECEMBER 22)
Why it’s a contender: The Coen brothers are still
editing their version of Charles Portis’ novel, said to
be substantially different from the John Wayne film.
But when you’re the guys who made Oscar winner No
Country for Old Men, teaming with last year’s best
actor winner Jeff Bridges, how can you not be in con-
tention?

YOU WILL MEET A TALL DARK STRANGER 
(SONY PICTURES CLASSICS, IN THEATRES)
Why it’s a contender: Woody Allen has had ups
and downs with the Academy ever since he failed to
appear in person when Annie Hall and Hannah
and Her Sisters won Oscars. This charmer, though
it played to mixed reviews in Cannes, is seen by
many as his best film since Vicky Cristina
Barcelona, for which Penelope Cruz took home an
Oscar last year.

Lily Allen plans for New Year wedding  
SINGER Lily Allen who suffered a miscarriage earlier this month is planning to tie
the knot with boyfriend Sam Cooper in the New Year. “Lily and Sam had loose
plans to marry after the baby was born but nothing concrete was in motion,” daily-
mail.co.uk quoted a friend of the pair as saying. “Now they have decided they want
to be man and wife as soon as possible. They realised through their grief that they
absolutely adore one another and cannot live without each other,” the friend added.
Allen wants the ceremony and the reception to be held at her actor father Keith
Allen’s luxury home in the Cotswolds market town of Minchinhampton.
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Take help of your kids while shopping
Grocery shopping:
LET the kids help put the fruit or vegetable into the grocery cart,
teach them how fruits and vegetables gives us clues on how ripe they
are, teach kids to read food labels, as a great way to learn how some
foods are better for you than other, choose cereals with low or no
added sugar, look for whole grain cereals and breads with at least 4
gram of fiber, take an outing to a local farmers market to teach kids
about where their food comes from.

4Foodtips SEE ALSO PG 368

The Oscar Race: Get Set, Go...

                     


