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The quest to successfully defend his gold medal 
might have begun the moment that Shaun White 
won the halfpipe competition at the 2006 Turin 
Olympics.

 But it began in earnest less than a year ago, 
when White decided it was time to shake the 
relative malaise from the halfpipe world. Tricks 

had hardly advanced. Winning runs looked tired.
It all came together in a pair of runs on Wednesday night, 

strings of tricks unimagined just four years ago. With the gold 
medal assured with his first-run score of 46.8 out of 50, White 
pulled out all the tricks on a victory run that scored 48.4 and 
became a coronation for back-to-back Olympic gold medals.

He raised his snowboard in triumph. He took off the star-span-
gled blue bandana that he wears over his face in competition and 
tied it around his head, a champion snowboarder’s crown.

“I’m just so happy to feel the win,” White said. “And then to 
put down that last run, it was the best victory run of my life.”

Peetu Piiroinen of Finland was the only one to put serious pres-
sure on White, with a second-run score of 45.0. He finished with 
the silver medal. The bigger podium surprise was the presence of 
the American Scotty Lago, who used a big first run to capture a 
somewhat surprising bronze medal.

But this clear, crisp night belonged to White, whose most 
remarkable trick of the past few years has been fusing counter-
cultural cool with mass appeal. 

The growing attention and expectations made White increas-
ingly nervous.  But he quickly proved the hype was deserved, 
charging into the finals with the top-scoring run of the after-
noon’s qualification round. But he was only getting started.

White dropped into the 550-foot chute of ice and shot above its 
22-foot walls as if trying to reach the crescent moon above.

He explained his run in the lingo of the sport: a “good-sized” 
backside air, a front double cork 1080, a cab-double cork 1080, a 
frontside stalefish 540 and a backside 900 to finish.

The last trick was a hedge. White had watched the other 11 
finalists go in front of him and figured he might just out-score 
them without his latest, greatest trick: the Double McTwist 1260, 
a two-flip, three-and-a-half spin gyroscopic marvel.

He was right. When no one could catch him with a better score 
on the second run, White knew he had won. 

White won the gold medal in 2006 with a run featuring back-
to-back 1080s, three spinning revolutions in the air that were 
considered the must-have trick of the era. That same run, essen-
tially, won him gold at the 2009 Winter X Games. Trick progres-
sion, always the main topic in the halfpipe world, seemed stalled.

The game-changer may have come in the Colorado backcoun-
try, where Red Bull, a major sponsor, built White a full-size 
halfpipe, accessible only by helicopter, that included a foam pit at 
the bottom for him to rehearse the more dangerous tricks.

White began working earnestly on the Double McTwist 1260, 
and he landed it in winning at Park City, Utah. But there were 
more misses than hits, and the results were not always pretty. On 
one training attempt at the Winter X Games in January, White 
smacked his face against the corner of the wall, sending his 
helmet flying and himself to a heap at the floor of the halfpipe. 
Somehow, he escaped with only a bruised cheek.

“This season has been unlike any season I’ve ever had before,” 
White said. “Where I crashed probably more than I ever have, 
I’ve been frustrated, I’ve lost sleep. I really pushed myself as far 
as I could go, not only to have to invent these tricks but actually 
have to do them, and then win.”

White is only 23, and he made it clear that he plans to defend 
his gold medal again in Sochi, Russia, in 2014. It could be said 
that the quest begins now. But in all likelihood, success will be 
determined about three years from now, in the 9 or 10 months 
before the Olympics, when and if Shaun White puts his mind and 
body into sending halfpipe snowboarding into the future again.

“Hang Loose!”
Terms

Cheese wedge - A large park jump 
structure sculpted in such a way as to resemble 
a wedge of cheese.

Shred - To tear down the slopes of a mt. at a screamin 
fast pace. Carve hard and low, slice snow, rip pow apart. 
The art of snowboarding with hyper mondo mega ultra 
skills!

Poser - Someone who tries to make others think 
he/she is a skilled rider by means of dress, BS’ing, 
or any way other than actually snowboarding.

Steezy - A combo term of “style” and 
“easy”.  For example, “Did you see dat 
bra? Dudes slide was like sich steezy!”

Biff - To crash or fall. “Dude, I totally 
biffed it back there.” i.e. bail, wipeout, 
bite it

WHITE Stuff

“I can’t even tell you or begin to de-
scribe how many times I’ve gone over 
this run in my mind, gone over this com-
petition in my head, imagined what it 
would be like.”  - Shaun White


