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FOCUS

When Ottawa residents go to 
the polls Tuesday, Feb. 2, 
they will have the chance to 

vote on two very different referendums 
concerning the La Salle County For-
est Preserve District and the Ottawa 
Elementary School’s request for $18.5 
million to be used for building a new 

Central School. 
    Everyone who resides in the Ottawa 
Elementary School District will get 
the building referendum question on 
their ballots. There are two different 
forest-preserve referendum questions, 
however; those who live in Fall River 
and Serena townships will be asked to 

Future of forest 
preserve hangs in
        the balance

join the district, while residents of other 
townships will be asked whether to 
disconnect from it.
    In this week’s Focus section, we take 
a look at the issues surrounding the 
referendums and present some public 
opinions about them.
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On Feb. 2, voters in 13 La Salle County town-
ships will face one of two referendums relating 
to the La Salle County Forest Preserve District 

– some will be asked whether they wish their township 
to disconnect from the relatively new governing body, 
and some will be asked whether they want their town-
ship to reconnect to it.
    Those in favor of the forest preserve district support 
its ability to preserve land from development, for the 
enjoyment of future generations. Opponents don’t want 
to pay more in taxes and don’t like the Forest Preserve 
District Board’s ability to forcibly take land through 
the power of eminent domain – even though the board 
issued a statement earlier this month saying it would 
never use eminent domain to take land against the will 
of an owner.
    The La Salle County Forest Preserve District was 
created in November 2008, when voters approved it 
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