
PROGRAM OVERVIEW
After years of decline, Newark is emerging as a city where housing 
development can prosper. A  combination of factors including increased 
population, available land, and consumer demand have all  contributed 
to this environment. In this the final project of the semester, Newark 
Edge Housing, students are asked to propose high to medium density, 
multi-family, mixed-used urban housing to counteract urban  sprawl and 
further the revitalization of Newark. Housing is complex because it 
requires the understanding of specific living units as well as how the units 
are organized to respond to the urban scale. Issues of public to private, 
repetition to grouping, individual unit to collective, and convention to 
invention all need to be studied. The design of housing requires that 
the fundamental question of how the use of private space exists within 
a public realm be answered. 

The site for this project consists of three partial city blocks or parcels 
located along the edge of McArthur Highway. The blocks are just a short 
walk from the PSE&G Plaza, yet in that distance everything changes. The 
activity is diminished and the streets are poorly defined. There is a feeling 
of detachment. It is as though you have gone backstage. Students are first 
asked to propose a team site strategy for the site to include housing, 
commercial and community spaces, and second to individually select one 
area or block within their team’s strategy to develop in greater detail. The 
objective is to create well designed interior and exterior living spaces that 
can shape and contribute to a sense of neighborhood.


