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The village’s two Irish establishments, Finn 
McCool’s Irish Sports Pub, 1941 E. Algonquin 
Road, and Houlihan’s, 1901 E. Golf Road, plan to 
celebrate – one in a high-spirited manner and the other 
with a rather low-key celebration.

Finn McCool’s Irish Sports Pub will kick off their St. 
Patrick’s celebration when they host the Schaumburg 
Business Association from 5 to 7 p.m., Thursday, 
March 5.  The party will include corned beef, beer 
specials and lots of green beads.  

On St. Patrick’s Day, Finn McCool’s will offer 
corned beef and green beer specials and will bring in 
bagpipers from 5 to 7 p.m. to enhance the Irish feel of 
the sports bar on that most Irish of days, according to 
Megan Osterhout of Ala Carte Entertainment.  There 
will be other live entertainment after 7 p.m., as well. 
Vist finnmccoolschicago.com for details.

In addition, beginning on March 1 you can register 
for Finn McCool’s St. Patrick’s Day giveaway.  The 
grand prize is a weekend getaway for two at the Irish 
Cottage in Galena and second prize includes four Cubs 
tickets.  The winners will be announced on March 17.

Houlihan’s, which is located in the out-lot of 
Woodfield Shopping Center, offers a special corned 
beef dinner and beer specials all day on St. Patrick’s 
Day in both the restaurant and the bar.  They will also 
offer specials on cocktails and domestic draft beers in 

the bar portion only all day.  In addition, between 4 
and 7 p.m. and from 10 p.m. to closing there will be 
deals on appetizers in the bar.

 On parade

Parades are part and parcel of St. Paddy’s Day in 
Illinois.  The Chicago St. Patrick’s Day Parade and the 
South Side Irish Parade are legendary, of course.  Both 
will be held Saturday, March 14 and families wishing 
to travel to see them can enjoy Metra’s weekend family 
fares from the Schaumburg train station at 2000 S. 
Springinsguth Road.  

Up to three children, 11 and under, can ride free on 
weekends with a fare-paying adult.  Check Metra’s Web 
site, metrarail.com for further information as the big 
weekend approaches.

If you want to see a parade without traveling to 
Chicago, check out Naperville’s 16th annual St. 
Patrick’s Day Parade.  It starts at 10 a.m. and runs 
from Naperville North High School down Mill Street, 
turning on Jefferson, Main and Water streets.

Organized by the West Suburban Irish organization, 
the parade features approximately 100 units and 
includes bands such as The Naperville Highland Guard 
bagpipers, The Tunes of Glory Pipes and Drums and 

Get your GREEN on
by jean murphy

Every year St. Patrick’s Day is like a beacon, shining through the 
flakes and drifts of snow, offering the sun-starved hope that spring 
really will come eventually.  

Conventional wisdom says that once you make it past the Irish 
holiday, the snow won’t come as often and when it does come, it 
won’t stay terribly long.

So prepare to celebrate the snake-chaser’s day with gusto at many 
events in and around Schaumburg.
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Ready to fly

If any of the 2009 members of the Schaumburg Flyers ever get the urge to 
challenge their 6-foot-5 manager this season, they might want to think twice about it.
While they’re at it, perhaps they should take a longer look at Mike Busch’s resume as 
well as his imposing size and strength before confronting their 40-year-old manager.
Not that Busch would ever threaten them physically, but they should know going in 
that this former major leaguer and baseball lifer has spent his entire athletic career 
taking risks and never backing down from the task at hand.

While rebuilding the Schaumburg Flyers into a playoff contender represents his 
latest challenge, he has bucked longer odds before:

After a sterling high school career in Davenport, Iowa, he chose to play two sports 
at Iowa State University in Ames.

Busch not only attempted two sports in college, but he excelled at both, earning 
All-American honors in baseball (1989) after hitting .401 as a junior, and he also was 
voted a consensus All-American in football as a tight end (1989) to several national 

teams, including the Walter Camp, 
Kodak and Coaches squads.

His collegiate skills were so 
impressive that he earned Male Athlete 
of the Year honors in the talented Big 
8 (now Big 12 Conference) just one 
season after Barry Sanders set numerous 
national records in the conference as a 
running back at Oklahoma State.

After being drafted by the Los 
Angeles Dodgers in 1990, Busch 
fractured his back playing in Class-
A but didn’t give up his dream. He 
eventually worked his way to the top, 
playing parts of two seasons for the 
Dodgers (1995 and 1996) and helping 
them clinch a division title in San 
Diego with a game-winning 3-run 
homer.

As Busch explains, a single-minded 
focus is the key to achieving success.

“I don’t accept failure. You have 
to deal with it sometimes, but I don’t 
accept it,” Busch says. “You always 
strive to be the best. Even when I 
got into coaching, I wanted everyone 
around me to be good, and that’s how 
I approach the game. I want all my 
players to be better players after they’ve 
been with me, and hopefully they get a 
chance to get to the big leagues.”

Busch, who played first and third 
base, got his shot at Major League 
Baseball with 100 at-bats over two 
seasons that included 7 memorable 
home runs. Even his introduction to the 
majors, however, was a risk.
Near the end of the 1994 lockout, 
Busch gambled on his future and took 
part in some spring training games as a 
replacement player, a bold decision that 
caused some hard feelings among his 
teammates when the Dodgers brought 
him up for the 1995 season. 

While Busch declines to talk about 
that decision today (“let’s just leave that 
in the past,” he says), he is comfortable 
talking about what his players can do to 

by tom quinlan

Flyers’ new manager is here to win

w o r k

Mike Busch
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Fresh 1800
1800 East Golf Road, 
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(847) 605-1234

Easter. Rather, it’s the answer to “One of the best 
things I ever ate was …” and it seems to always 
be something you didn’t expect, a surprise from 
culinary heaven. 

What are yours? 
For me, it’s the clam chowder my youngest son 

and I slurped, yes, in Boston, but curiously at a 
French restaurant; or the first bite of fried shrimp 
in a New Orleans dive that essentially stopped me

p l a y
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by jacky runice
You needn’t be known as a “foodie” 

to have an intense recollection of 
something you ate that was so utterly 
luscious, it imprinted upon your senses 
perhaps forever. I’m not talking about 
a nostalgia factor: the ziti with Sunday 
gravy you had every week as a kid, 
granny’s fat kreplach floating in a rich 
chicken stock or the big ham dinner at 




