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Q: I was speaking 
with a woman at a 
party and compliment-
ing her on the neck-
lace she was wearing. 
She mentioned it was 
new. As she turned 
to go, I noticed the 
necklace still had the 
tag on the back. I said, 
“Oops, it looks like 

the tag is still on. Do you want me to help 
remove it?” She quickly turned around and 
said she had not decided if she was going to 
keep the necklace and wanted the tag left on 
it. I was horribly embarrassed and was not 
sure what to do. In my mind, once you wear 
something out and about, it should not be 
returned. Has this changed?

A: No need for you to be embarrassed 
at all. The polite response — after being 
told it was a new necklace, and then 
spotting the tag — is to prevent the 
wearer from potential embarrassment, 
i.e. having forgotten to remove a price 
tag from an item being worn. It is one 
thing to try on attire and accessories 
at home to check for fit and match. It is 
a whole other thing to test-wear these 
items and then return them. This is 
both an etiquette and an ethical no-no. 
This is different from wearing a new 
item and having it split or break during 
the first wearing and then returning 
the item due to poor workmanship.

Q: I am wondering if you can help me 
with some invitation wording. My client is 
deciding on invitations for an upcoming 
event and the appropriate attire is denim, 
but she doesn’t want people showing up in 
T-shirts. Here are the attire line options I 
am considering: Jeans and Jewels, Dressy 
Denim, Dancing in Denim, or Denim and 
Diamonds. What is appropriate?

A: Great question. As you know, 
since denim is traditionally a casual 
fabric, it would make sense for denim 
to be paired with a casual top such as a 
T-shirt. While there is no perfect line, I 
am fondest of “Dressy Denim.” I think 
that, printed on a fancy invitation, will 
get the point across. (There will always 
be guests, either through willfulness or 
cluelessness, who are inappropriately 
attired. But that cannot be helped.) 
The references to jewels and diamonds 
make the invitation too feminine and 
may scare off guests who fear their 
bling is lacking. Of course, the client 
should chat up as many of her guests 
as possible in advance so they know 
what she is planning to wear and can 
follow in suit. 

Q: A colleague is getting married in 
September. It will be a small family wed-
ding. I asked if anyone was going to have a 
shower, and she doesn’t think it’s proper, 
as only family is going to the wedding. They 
will be having a party later in the year. Is it 
OK to have a shower?

A: The bride is correct in that only 
those guests invited to the wedding 
should be invited to the shower. How-
ever, as a work colleague, it would be 
a lovely gesture for you and other staff 
members to help the bride celebrate 
her big day. Whether it is cake in the 
conference room, a lovely lunch in her 
honor, or pooled funds for an office 
gift, I am sure she would be thrilled to 
know you care. If you are the only co-
worker interested in feting the bride, 
then a small gift just from you, given 
outside the walls of work, is the way 
to go. Just be sure your generosity is 
not seen as a ploy for an invitation. 
Either way, hopefully she will bring in 
pictures to share after the big day.  
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Jodi R.R. Smith is a nationally 
known etiquette expert and author. 
She is president of Mannersmith 
Etiquette Consulting. You are invited 
to e-mail her your etiquette emergen-
cies at Salem@Mannersmith.com. 
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TOPSFIELD — As they flip through the 
pages of “Animal, Vegetable, Miracle,” 
Topsfield residents are transported on a jour-
ney with author Barbara Kingsolver as she 
and her family chronicle growing their own 
food and living off the local land for a year.

Kingsolver’s 2007 memoir is the selection 
for the Topsfield Town Library’s first Commu-
nity Read program, which has kicked off with 
a line-up of book discussions, food-making 
events, movie nights, author talks and more.

“Topsfield has very deep agricultural 
roots,” said Becky Rowlands, head of circula-
tion at the Topsfield Town Library, “so we 
thought a theme that focuses on agriculture 
and sustainable living would both fit with this 
town’s roots and with the current zeitgeist.”

Now through Oct. 22, residents can partici-
pate in a variety of activities associated with 
the program, like tonight’s screening of two 
documentaries, “King Corn” and “Big River,” 
followed by a discussion with “King Corn” 
producer Ian Cheney.

There are also four book discussions sched-
uled for September and October to discuss 
“Animal, Vegetable, Miracle.”

“The Community Read is designed to foster 

a sense of community,” said Rowlands, co-
director of the Community Read project with 
librarian assistant Amanda Fauver. “It’s to get 
people reading more, and to get them read-
ing the same thing and talking about it. ... We 
put almost 100 extra copies in circulation, and 
they’re all out right now except for a couple.”

The Community Read will feature two 
author talks among the slate of free events.

Frances Moore Lappe, who has written 

about sustainable living and food politics and 
authored “Diet for a Small Planet,” will speak 
on Sept. 9; and author Betsy Williams, who 
writes and teaches about the use of herbs and 
flowers, will speak on Sept. 15.

“The two authors that are coming are going 
to be wonderful,” Library Director Jackie 
White said.
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Crafts fair and family fun 
More than 60 artisans will 
show their unique goods at the 
Wenham Museum’s 38th Annual 
Craft Fair and Family Festival on 
Saturday. In addition to crafts, 
the event features traditional 
children’s games and crafts, a 
guided tour of the local cem-
etery at 11 a.m. and 1 p.m., a sing-
along at 10:30 and 11:30 a.m., and 
a recycled craft with children’s 
author and illustrator Susan Gaylord at 10:30 and 11:30 a.m. Food will be available, 
and there will be a bounce house for children. And it’s all free. So is museum 
admission during the fair. The museum is located at 132 Main St. (Route 1A) in Wen-
ham. For more information, visit www.wenhammuseum.org.

Firemen’s muster
Eleven antique 
handtubs from 
around New Eng-
land will compete 
to see who can 
pump a stream of 
water the farthest 
at the Marblehead 
Firemen’s Muster 
on Saturday, Aug. 
28. The parade 
begins at 10 a.m. 
at the middle school on Pleasant Street and marches to the Green Street 
playground. Competition begins at approximately 1 p.m. Information at www.
gerry5.com.

Exquisite exhibit
Artists from Beverly, 
Marblehead, Topsfield 
and all over the North 
Shore have work in 
the Faculty Art Show 
at Endicott College 
from now through 
Oct. 1 at the Spencer 
Presentation Gallery, 
Center for the Arts, 
Endicott College, 376 
Hale St. in Beverly. Gallery hours are: Monday, 9 a.m. to 5 
p.m.; Tuesday and Thursday, 3:30 to 5 p.m.; and Wednesday 
and Friday, 1:30 to 5 p.m. The exhibit is free. www.endicott.
edu/centerforthearts.
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Library offers array of programs to highlight Community Read
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