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Q: My cousin was married in 
2006 and divorced three months 
later. I bought her a shower gift, 
gave her a generous monetary gift 
for her wedding, and an additional 
housewarming gift when I saw her. 
Nothing was returned. She is get-
ting married again at the end of the 
month. It is a destination wedding 
with no expenses spared, paid for by 
her parents. I will not be attending 

because it is outside of my budget. What is the etiquette 
for gifts for a second wedding? I feel like she has lived 
off all the gifts she received from her first wedding for 
the past few years, and I frankly don’t think she should 
expect anything. I would like to get her something that is 
meaningful and keeps the peace in the family, but I do not 
want to shell out a lot of money again.

A: According to etiquette, if the marriage takes 
place, the couple keep the gifts. This means that 
should the marriage not last and the couple find 
themselves at the altar again, the gifts given the 
second time around reflect the fact that wedding 
gifts have previously been bestowed. So, since 
you have already showered this cousin with gifts, 
and since you are not attending the second cere-
mony, your gift to her needs to be a token of your 
affection for her. Your goal is to find something 
super-meaningful, but not necessarily expensive, 
perhaps a coffee-table book of her destination 
locale or her wedding invitation professionally 
framed.  

Wedding gifts 
the second 
time around

Before somebody figured out 
a way to box up a sound and sell 
it, all music was free. And people 
making and listening to it were 
not about money. They wanted the 
song, needed it.

A little of that spirit makes a 
comeback here in Salem tomor-
row and Sunday, with the Salem 
Jazz and Soul Festival at the 
Salem Willows. Yes, it’s free. And 
yes, it features performers who 
follow their love for a unique 
sound.

Yet the program, sponsored by 
nearly a dozen North Shore busi-
nesses, includes nationally known 
performers like Dwight & Nicole 
and the Sam Kininger Band. Also 
on the bill is Boston-area prodigy 
Grace Kelly, the 18-year-old saxo-
phone player who has already 
performed all over the world.

“There will be a lot of differ-
ent styles of music,” said Henley 
Douglas Jr., who helped start the 
festival four years ago. “We’ve set 
up something that people would have 
to pay 40 or 50 bucks for somewhere 
else.”

A saxophonist himself who plans 
to contribute to the show, Douglas is 
high on Kelly. 

“She’s not just a talented young 
person,” he said. “The most amazing 
thing about Grace is that she gives 
off this old-school sound. And that’s 
something you cannot learn. It’s 
real.”

Kelly sees her relative youth as 
part of the package. It makes her the 
musician she is, in some ways dis-
tinct from older performers.

“It’s my first time at the Salem fes-
tival,” she said. In addition to playing 
the sax, Kelly sings, composes and 
arranges.

Originally named Grace Chung, 
she was adopted by her stepfather 
(happily, she was already a big fan of 
the name and the legendary movie 
star/princess connected to it). Her 
mother’s family includes several 
classical musicians, and young Grace 
was raised on a wide menu of music, 
from Sinatra to Sting to Stan Getz.

“I have very eclectic taste, and 
it all comes out in my music,” she 

said. Kelly began performing in 
public at age 12, and she’s the first 
in her musical family to embrace 
jazz.

It was hearing Getz for the 
first time that launched her as a 
saxophonist. 

“I fell in love with the sound,” she 
said. 

Graduating two years early from 
high school, Kelly had never con-
templated a career in music, but 
her talent led the way.

Studying at the Berklee School of 
Music, she played at the renowned 
Newport Jazz Festival. She also 
produced six CDs and built her 
own website (gracekellymusic.com) 
before she was old enough to vote. 

“Now I can’t think of anything 
I’d rather do,” she said. “It’s pretty 
awesome to get to do what you 
want to do.”

Kelly expressed some excitement 
at coming to perform in the Witch 
City.

Douglas is urging music lovers 
to take advantage of this extraordi-
nary opportunity. 

“Come out and support it,” he 
said. “We put a lot of work into it.” 
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Miniature regatta
Yachts to scale will compete 
in the Vintage Regatta at 
Patton Park tomorrow from 
9 a.m. to noon, on the pond 
at Patton Park in Hamilton. 
Members of the Marblehead 
Yacht Club will race radio-
controlled Cup Racers 
around the pond, and the 
Wenham Museum will have 
related activities. Entry is 
free with museum admis-
sion. Visit www.wenhammu-
seum.org.

Senior class car wash
Beverly 
High School 
seniors will 
be washing 
cars tomor-
row from 10 
a.m. to 1 p.m. 
at the Memo-
rial Building, 
502 Cabot 
St., Beverly. 
The cost is 
$8 a car, and 
proceeds will support the senior class.

Pub night
Good food and good beer will be 
served at the Ipswich Museum 
tonight from 6 to 9. Admission 
is $10 and includes one ticket 
for a 16-ounce pint of beer 
and free popcorn. A mixed grill 
menu of food, and more beer 
and soda, will be available for 
purchase. There will also be a live 
performance by singer/songwriter 
Eric Colville. Sponsored by Mercury 
Brewing, proceeds will benefit the museum, which is at 54 
S. Main St. Call 978-356-2811 or visit www.ipswichmuseum.
org for more information. 

Q: My hydrangea flowers are dying, 
and I am wondering if I should cut 
them off and, if so, how far down. Will 
it help to get more flowers to bloom? 
Can you prune hydrangeas, and at 
what time of year? And lastly, can 
you make a cutting and start a new 
plant? How should you do it?

A: Yes, you can cut those 
dying hydrangea blooms if you 
want. Some gardeners prefer 

to keep them on the plant for fall interest or pick 
them to dry them for use in winter wreaths and 
arrangements.

Cutting them back won’t hurt at all if you do 
it now, right after they finish blooming. That 
is when all pruning should be done anyway, 
because hydrangeas will bloom next year on 
the old wood — that is the wood that is growing 
now and will live through the winter. So cut very 
carefully.

Hydrangeas are easy to start from cuttings. 
Take a green wood stem cutting, and remove the 
bottom two leaves (the new roots will grow from 

Caring for 
hydrangeas

North Shore Gardener
Barbara Barger
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The Mannersmith
Jodi R.R. Smith

this beautiful example of using flowers to disguise 
a tree stump until it rots was sent to us by a reader 
in Beverly. She placed a birdbath on the firm stump 
and planted impatiens around it — no one will ever 
guess what she’s hiding. You could just as easily use 
a bird feeder or a piece of garden art or a sundial. 
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Miss tess & the Bon ton Parade perform at 
Salem Jazz and Soul Festival.

Salemcomes to

the grace Kelly Quintet 
headlines Sunday at the 
Salem Jazz and Soul Festival.
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