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 Why Is Water Important?

 Where Is Water Found?

 What Is the Water Cycle?

  I get it! Now I know that living things use water  

  I need extra help with 

Go to s  online for help with this subject.

got it?

Water on Earth
Why Is Water Important?
What do you and an apple have in common? You both consist 
mostly of water! Water makes up nearly two thirds of your body’s 
mass. That water is necessary to keep your body functioning. 

 All living things need water in order to carry out their body 
processes. In addition, many living things live in water.

Body Processes Without water, neither you nor an apple 
could survive. Water allows organisms to break down food, grow, 
reproduce, and get and use materials they need 
from their environments. Animals obtain water by 
drinking it or by eating foods that contain water. 
Most animals cannot survive more than a few days 
without water.

Plants and other organisms that make their own 
food also need water. Algae and plants use water, 
along with carbon dioxide and energy from the 
sun, to make their own food in a process called 
photosynthesis (foh toh sin thuh sis). Other 
organisms get food by eating the plants, or by 
eating organisms that eat the plants.

Habitats Water provides habitats for many 
living things. An organism’s  habitat  is the place 
where it lives and obtains all the things it needs 
to survive. Some organisms cannot live out 
of water. You are probably familiar with large 
water-dwelling organisms such as sharks. But 
most such organisms are microscopic. In fact, 
aquatic, or water, habitats contain more types 
of organisms than land habitats do.

Vocabulary
• habitat   • groundwater   • water cycle   • evaporation   
• transpiration   • precipitation

Skills
 Reading: Identify the Main Idea
 Inquiry: Observe

FIGURE 1
The Need for Water Predict Underline the sentence that explains why these animals need the water hole. What would happen if the water hole dried up?

 Assess Your Understanding

Importance of Water

Do the Quick Lab 
Water, Water, Everywhere.Lab

zone

Study the graph. Then answer the 

questions below.

 1. In which state is the water use per 

person greatest? In which state is 

it least? 

 2. What do you think might explain the 

difference in water use between states?

 Go to Planet Diary to

 learn more about fresh water on Earth.

         How Much Water Do 
You Use?

You take a shower. You brush your 
teeth. You take a big drink after  soccer 
practice. All day long, you need water! 
How much water do you use in a day? 
How much do you think your whole 
state uses? The graph shows the water 
used per person in the ten states of 
the United States with the largest 
populations. The data include the 
water used for all purposes, including 
farming, industry, and electric power.

SCIENCE STATS

Do the Inquiry Warm-Up 
Where Does the Water 
Come From?

Lab
zone

Greatest: California; 

least: New York

Sample: States that have 

more farms use more water. to perform body processes that 

Sample: The animals would not be able to live in this area.

See TE note.
keep them alive and as a habitat.
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