
     Josh loved music as a child. As a teenager he 

began to take singing lessons and he learned to 

play the drums. When he began high school at The Los 

Angeles County High Schoolfor the Arts, he began to 

carve a place for himself on stage, performing in 

school musicals. When his singing teacher sent a 

tape of Josh singing “All I Ask Of You” from “The 

Phantom of the Opera” to music producer David Foster he 

started to get some serious attention. Josh was 

invited to sing at public events such as the inauguration 

of California governor Gray Davis. Later, David Foster 

called on josh to fill in for an absent Andrea Bocelli at the 

Grammy Award rehearsal ,  when Cel ine Dion 

needed a duet partner. 

     Rosie O’Donnell, who 

hosted the show that year 

was impressed enough 

to invite Josh to perform 

at the actual show - an 

offer he had to turn down 

because he was working the curtain at his  h igh 

school theater production on that same evening.

     After high school Josh enrolled in Carnagie Mellon 

University and completed his Freshman year, but left 

when he was offered a record deal. If Josh Groban 

ever had a “big break” it was his role as Malcolm Wyatt on 

“Ally McBeal”.  The role allowed him to  perform a 

song, and he later reprised the role in another episode. 

However the single appearance was enough to gain 

attention and Josh recorded his first song, a duet 

with singer Lara Fabian called “For Always” that was 

composed by John Williams and used on the soundtrack 

for the film “AI: Artificial Intellience”. 

    

     “Number One is not something I thought I’d ever 

see,” Groban says later as he settles into dinner at an 

Italian restaurant in L.A.’s Hancock Park neighborhood, 

where he grew up. His million-dollar throat is swathed 

in a heavy scarf against the chilly – for L.A., anyway – 

sixty-degree weather. “I was happy at Number Ten. 

I was happy the day my dad walked into my room 

and said, ‘You’re at Number 149, Congratulations!’”

     Groban is sort of a stealth Number One: Closer’s 

first single, “You Raise Me Up,” squeaked into the Top 

Ten on Billboard’s Adult Contemporary chart but still 

hasn’t hit the Hot 100, and the video has gotten just 

a smattering of spins on VH1. “I’d love to have a 

Number One single 

and sell 10 million 

copies, but we’re 

doing just fine without 

it.” With its  operatic 

overtones and more 

than half of its songs 

in foreign languages, Closer is about as far against the 

grain of today’s pop as you can get – yet there it is at 

Number One. “It’s a big F.U. to the his tastes are far 

from those of others his age: He lists the White Stripes, 

Tool and Radiohead among his favorite acts. Groban 

even recorded Linkin Park’s “My December” for Closer, 

then dropped it from the CD when early reports invariably 

mentioned it. “I didn’t want that to be the story of the 

album,” he says. But “My December,” in a booming, trance-y 

arrangement with an orchestra, is one of the highlights 

of the live show.

     

“I’ll always be able to say I did this. 
I stayed true to myself and did 

what I want to do, and still 
reached Number One.”
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