














Sportswear
for



Main design aspects

Incredibly 
compact,  

clever 
design.

Visible “safety 
cell”, protects the 

occupants and 
is visible on the 

outside.

Eco-friendly, low 
fuel

 consumption.

Smart design 
to create large 

spaces in 
their compact 

designs. 

Distinctive 
colour split 

between 
panels and 

“safety cells”.



Initial Ideas
After looking at Smart’s design language and company values the main design aspect I considered 
especially prominent was the “safety cell”.

From this, I decided to design skin tight sports tops, using the “safety cell” idea as sections of the top 
which are stronger, and harder to stretch, placed where the top was more tensioned, to give the user 
more reflex where needed.



Initial Research
To start my research I took some pictures of myself 
wearing a sports top, and in the pictures you see here 
I coloured the parts of the top where I felt tension. 
These would be used to construct the strengthened 
shell.



Using the patterns of tension from my 
research, I created a “Smart cell”. These 
are the areas in black, which surround 
the parts of the body that would stretch 
the top, and would benefit from re-flexing 
when returned to normal, or a different 
position.

This would be helpful for arm movements, 
giving extra momentum and power, whilst 
still allowing full flexibility of the body and 
extremities.

Final Idea



Smart cell uses double layer lycra to allow 
full stretch, but also much more reflex.
Designing the cell around the main stretch 
points, gives reflex in the areas needed to 
perform at an optimum level.

The design allows freedom of 
movement, but also an added spring 
when outstretching, twisting or 
reaching, to give the user that edge 
they need.

Final Idea





A wristwatch for



Design language

It was very important for me to understand the design language of Michael Siney’s 
product range. The range was simple in design and well crafted, there were also 
key traits from the products, such as the clock hands and rectangular form that I 
would consider for my own ideas.



Hi, i e-mailed you a couple of weeks ago about a project im doing at northumbria 
university? Just wondering if you got my e-mail.. Also, what is the font you use 
on your 62nd clock face?

Regards
Connor Thompson 2nd year design student

Hi Conner,
Thanks for your email, which I’ve just found and read.
Looking forward to seeing what you’ve come up with.
I’m pretty sure the font I used on that clock was called Rolina.

Best regards,
Michael

Thank you very much for your reply, i’ll get back to you soon with my progress.

Regards

Connor Thompson

Hi, I have been doing a few designs and have come up with one so far, I am to 
do further iterations of this design and follow it further, but these are my initial 
thoughts and more work is to follow, if you could devote a small amount of your 
time to quickly scan though it I would be extremely grateful.

Thank you very much.

Connor Thompson

Hey Conner,

Sorry for the late reply. I’m out in Seattle right now. 

My advice would be to go for something in the style of MSD rather than inspired 
by, if you follow. Maybe put yourself in my shoes, imagine if I was design a watch, 
what would it look like. Think about the symmetry and simplicity of my style. 
You’ve made a good start, just strip it back a little. Hope that helps. 

Michael

This is great advice, thank you very much for your reply, i will send you my 
progress in the next few days.

Thank you for this opportunity.

Connor

Here is another idea i’ve made, i’m making a couple more as well, would 
be great to know what you think.

Thanks

Connor

These are a batch of iterations i’ve been going through, just getting ideas 
of what looks best, would be great to get an opinion.

Thanks

Connor

Here are my final design ideas i have come up with, and a quick preview 
animation of one.

I hope you like the ideas I have come up with, I am preparing a 
presentation slideshow also, which includes materials, pricing, colour 
ranges, packaging, and details on the movement.

I will also be doing a full GA drawing of the product, however, I do not 
have current access to software, but I will in the next few days.

Thank you for your time.

Connor

Hey Connor,

These are looking a lot better. I really like the second one with the cutout. The 
only suggestions I’d make would be to look at different methods of attaching 
the strap. Have a quick look at Casio watches as they have a simple slide on 
mechanism for the strap. I’d also try losing the detail on the end of the minute 
hand and maybe see what they look like without numbers too. Don’t worry if 
you have already finalised your presentation as you can always include them as 
future variations.

Hope it goes well for you.

Michael

Thanks for your advice, I’m really happy to hear that you like my designs, i’ll do 
some research and come up with some ideas for the strap and get back to you.

Thanks again for your time.

Connor

Also, do you mean how the watch fastens? or how the straps actually connect 
to the body?

Regards.

Connor

How the strap joins the body of the watch. So avoid seeing the pin. 

Michael

Here is a render with the changes, and a quick line drawing of how the strap 
attaches to the main body.

Regards.

Connor

Conversation and iteration
These are the conversations I had with Michael Siney throughout the project. These lead to the design 
iterations on the next page.



Design iterations
These are the model iterations using Rhino® and Keyshot® 
that I made throughout the project, up to the final design. 




















