
Paving a path to the future.



Dear Friends,

Beginning 20 years ago, the vision of a National Mississippi River Museum 
& Aquarium was formulated. The America’s River phase I was a $188 million 
project which brought the Port of Dubuque to life, making it a Masterpiece 
on the Mississippi!

The success of the National Mississippi River Museum & Aquarium, and the 
overwhelming response of the community to the vision, inspired a new 
dream—to tell the stories of all of America’s rivers. The America’s River phase II 
is a $70 million project, and we are only $4.5 million away from its completion.

Our donors and partners made possible the opening the of the new Diamond 
Jo National River Center in June 2010… 
Now we look to complete America’s River II and

•	 Connect	the	William	Woodward	Mississippi	River	Center	and	the		
Diamond	Jo	National	River	Center	with	the	Mississippi	Plaza.		

•	 Create	dynamic	exhibits	at	the	Museum	&	Aquarium,	Mathias	Ham	
House	Historic	Site	and	Old	Jail	Museum.

•	 Reach	our	$5,000,000	endowment	goal	and	earn	the	$750,000	
Challenge	Grant	from	the	National	Endowment	for	the	Humanities.

Thank you for participating and sharing in this vision.  We look forward to 
your continued support. 

Sincerely,

Tim Butler
President

Jerry Enzler
Executive Director

How wonderful 
that Dubuque is 
blessed with such 
a great Museum & 
Aquarium.”
member comment

“Dubuque’s 
shining star!”

member 
comment

“Our treasure on 
the banks of the 
Mighty Mississippi 
River!” 

member 
comment



ARII PRoJEcT TImElInE
2005

Planning and community 
input for possible expansion
ARII named a top-ten priority  
project of Envision 2010 

Diamond Jo gives $3 million 
and $5 million Portside 
Building

2006

Vision Iowa awards $8 million
2007

Raisbeck/March family donates 
$1 million

2008

Kresge $1 million Challenge 
Grant awarded

2009

Master historic landscaping 
design planned for Ham House 
Historic Site

Captains Robert & Ruth Kehl 
donate $1 million

2010
John Deere Foundation 
donates $1 million

American Electric Power 
donates $1.1 million
$1 million Kresge Challenge 
Grant met
Diamond Jo National River 
Center opens!
Vision Iowa awards $1.2 
million for Mississippi Plaza
Scenic Byways awards 
$450,000 for Mississippi Plaza

2011
General Fundraising Campaign 
Planning for Ham House and 
Old Jail continues

2012
Mississippi Plaza to open
First “Great Rivers of the World” 
changing exhibit
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WHERE EVERYTHING IS YOU’RE LOOKING FOR.

C

Since we first opened in 2003, the national mississippi River museum & Aquarium 
has connected more than 1.7 million people to the mighty mississippi.  With the 2010 
opening of the national River center and the mississippi Plaza due to open in 2012, we 
will nearly double the size of the museum & Aquarium at the Port of Dubuque, Iowa. 
 

The mississippi Plaza will make the Rivers to the Sea connection complete, joining the 
William Woodward mississippi River center and the Diamond Jo national River center to 
create one comprehensive river campus.

The plaza will not only serve visitors to the museum & Aquarium campus, but also the 
public as the location for a new Great River Road pavilion and the city of Dubuque boat 
docks area.  It will be a hub of river-focused activity filled with people who love and 
appreciate the waters of the mississippi. 

This expanded campus will be the largest place along the mississippi River’s entire 
2,400 mile stretch to offer a multi-faceted port area that celebrates the historical, 
environmental, educational and recreational majesty of this magnificent waterway. 

The Mississippi plaza
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C

This project demonstrates smart growth by capitalizing on a unique sense of place and 
conserving open areas along the mississippi River.  It also promotes a revitalized urban 
neighborhood that is livable, safe and sustainable.

The Mississippi Plaza in the heart of the Port of Dubuque is accessible to all residents 
and tourists alike via pedestrian walk-ways, public transportation, bike trails and boat 
docks.  Features will include:

∙   Space for demonstrations and exhibits about local history and the river
∙   overnight boat docks fully funded by the city of Dubuque and the U.S. Fish & 
      Wildlife Service (due to open in 2012) 
∙   outdoor dining and event space
∙   landscaped paver courtyard with benches
∙   covered walkways between buildings
∙   Eagle and hawk aviaries
∙   Great River Road pavilion
∙   catfish play area
∙   living stream

a World-class river caMpus



connecTing To The people

We are dedicated to connecting to under-served 
audiences, youth, and all those who want to 
experience the environment and history  in ways 
they never have before. We will connect to these 
people through dynamic exhibits at all our sites. 

Exhibit plans include:
∙   launching  a “Great Rivers of the World”

exhibit series at the museum & Aquarium, 
beginning in 2012 with “Amazon Voyage,”  
followed by exhibits on the nile and other 
renowned rivers of the world. 

∙   Developing interactive “Portal of Dubuque” 
exhibits at the old Jail museum, making  
everything accessible via the internet in order 
to connect the global online community to 
the remarkable history of Dubuque.

∙   creating a new interpretive strategy for the 
mathias Ham House Historic Site to build 
excitement, learning opportunities and 
attendance. new exhibits will celebrate 
the historical richness of the house 
and its collections, while living history 
demonstrations and period landscaping 
will depict Dubuque’s unique lead mining 
heritage.
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connecTing To The FuTure

The tremendous assets, exhibits and programs 
we have built with your help need endowment to 
provide for their ongoing annual support. 

Contributions to endowment can provide a lasting 
legacy or financial support for:

∙   Youth outreach programming for tri-state
area residents.  

∙   continuation of our environmental and 
historical research efforts. 

∙   care for our living collections including
veterinary appointments, food and supplies.

∙   Preservation of our historical collections. 

∙   conservation and species propagation of 
endangered animals including Wyoming 
toads, mussels, salamanders and others.

∙   The Everybody’s museum membership 
program, which provides free admission 
to county residents who are economically 
disadvantaged.

∙   Building and grounds maintenance. 

∙   Staff education and training.

“The Smithsonian is 
proud to be working in 

partnership with the 
National Mississippi 

River Museum and 
Aquarium.  We admire 

the dedication and passion of everyone 
who works for and supports this stellar 

organization.  We thank you for your vision, 
for your leadership, for your courage to dream 

no small dreams, and for your good help 
in bringing the Smithsonian to America’s 

heartland.” 
-Harold A. Closter 

Director
Smithsonian Institution Affiliates
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endoWMenT giving
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To	 learn	more	about	your	giving	options	and	endowment,	
contact	 Museum	 &	 Aquarium	 Development	 Director	
Ginger	Sakas	at	(563)	557-9545	or	Community	Foundation	

President/CEO	Nancy	Van	Milligen	at	(563)	588-2700.

Endow Iowa...
is	 an	 Iowa	 State	 Tax	 Credit	
of	 up	 to	 25%	 that	 state	
residents	 can	 receive	 when	
they	 endow	 a	 gift	 to	 the	
National	 Mississippi	 River	
Museum	 &	 Aquarium	
through	 the	 Community	
Foundation	 of	 Dubuque.		
The	 Endow	 Iowa	 tax	 credit	
is	 in	addition	to	the	regular	
federal	 charitable	 income	
deductions.	

The Community Foundation of 
Greater Dubuque’s mission is to work to 

improve the quality of life in the Dubuque 
region by serving donors, making grants 

and providing community leadership 
through convening and collaboration.

An Endowment Fund...
creates	a	lasting	legacy	and	
sustains	 the	 future	 of	 our	
organization.	 	 A	 portion	 of	
the	 interest	 gained	 from	
our	 endowment	 helps	
to	 support	 the	 ongoing	
programs	and	maintenance	
at	 the	 National	 Mississippi	
River	Museum	&	Aquarium,	
Old	 Jail	 Museum	 and	
the	 Mathias	 Ham	 House	
Historic	Site.	

Amount 
of Gift: $10,000

IA State 
Tax Credit: $2,500

*Federal Tax 
Deduction: $3,500

Total Tax Savings: $6,000

Total Cost 
of Gift: $4,000

*Example based on a 35% federal tax rate.



reMaining BudgeT

Mississippi Plaza:
cost $2,550,000
Raised   $1,800,000
Need $750,000

Endowment Fund:
Goal $5,000,000
Raised   $1,750,000*

Need $3,250,000

*The $1.75 million raised to date for endowment 
includes a $750,000 challenge grant from the 
National Endowment for the Humanities (NEH).  We 
must complete our endowment fund goal through 
pledge commitments made payable by June 2013 
in order to receive that $750,000 NEH grant.

Remaining ARII: 
Need $500,000

TOTAL REMAINING PROJECT= $8,050,000
RAIsEd         $3,750,000
need           $4,300,000
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	Our	independent	economic	feasibility	report	shows	that	with	endowment	
and	annual	support,	our	organization	will	remain	sustainable.



naMing opporTuniTies
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Whether you make your gift in cash, with a pledge or contribute to our endowment 
fund, you will receive prominent recognition for your generosity. 

The following are available naming opportunities for the mississippi Plaza and 
national River center.

Mississippi plaza 
•	 mississippi Plaza    $1,000,000

•	 living Stream        $500,000

•	 Great River Road Pavilion       $250,000

•	 Eagle Aviary        $150,000

•	 outdoor Dining & Event Space       $150,000

•	 Red Tailed Hawk Aviary       $100,000

•	 covered Walkways        $100,000

•	 catfish Play Area        $100,000 

national RiveR CenteR

•	 Gulf of mexico Aquarium       $500,000

•	 River Ways Animated map       $500,000

•	 River Ways Waterfall Scene       $500,000

•	 River’s Edge Gift Shop       $300,000

•	 RiverWorks Stream Table       $250,000

•	 River Wise River Wall        $200,000

•	 River Ways canal Theater       $200,000

•	 native American Artifact cases       $100,000

•	 Sea Grass Aquarium        $100,000

•	 River’s Edge cafe Dining Alcove      $100,000

•	 observation Tower        $100,000



donor recogniTion

Become a partner with the National Mississippi River Museum & Aquarium and have a 
presence in the Port of Dubuque, Iowa, by purchasing a Mississippi Plaza Paver or Bench.

Your personalized paver or bench will make a meaningful gift to ensure your legacy lives on 
or to memorialize the legacy of a loved one.

These pavers and benches will help create a successful path to the future for our community 
and for all those that the museum & Aquarium educates and entertains every day. 
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$3,000 $1,250 $600

Bench $5,000



aFFiliaTions and parTners
2002    
∙  museum named Smithsonian Affiliate

2003    

∙  national mississippi River museum & Aquarium opens

2004 

∙  museum & Aquarium named a coastal Ecosystem learning center by coastal America

∙  national mississippi River museum & Aquarium named Iowa Attraction of the Year

∙  museum & Aquarium joins coalition to Restore coastal louisiana

2005    

∙  museum & Aquarium helps form and lead efforts of the Great River Road, a network of  
   62 museums and organizations in the ten states that border the mississippi River

2006 

∙  national marine Sanctuary Foundation awards funds for Rivers to the Sea kiosks in      
   Dubuque and in centers along the entire mississippi River

∙  museum & Aquarium is one of five national downlinks for national conference on
   ocean literacy

∙  museum & Aquarium co-hosts 3rd International conference on Rivers and civilizations

∙  coastal America Principals appoint museum & Aquarium to serve on national task 
   force to bring ocean and river awareness to 25 million people through 22 coastal 
   America centers

∙  Renowned marine life artist Wyland paints a river mural with Dubuque youth at the 
   museum & Aquarium

2007 

∙  EPA funds Rivers to the Sea exhibit kiosk for Dubuque and Gulf of mexico states

∙  Environmental management Program partners with museum & Aquarium for exhibits

∙  noAA funds Rivers to the Sea exhibit kiosks for display at Dubuque, Shedd Aquarium,  
   national Aquarium in Baltimore, Aquarium of the Pacific, the Smithsonian and other 
   national centers

2008

∙  TripAdvisor® ranks the national mississippi River museum & Aquarium #7 on its Top 
   Ten list of U.S. Zoos and Aquariums to visit

2009

∙  museum & Aquarium helps lead communication efforts for the “1 mississippi”
   campaign, a collaboration of 35 stewardship organizations

2010

∙  Diamond Jo national River center opens

accrediTaTions
The national mississippi River museum & Aquarium is accredited by the American 
Association of museums (AAm) and the Association of Zoos and Aquariums (AZA).  
AAm accreditation is a well-known seal of approval that brings national recognition to a 
museum for its commitment to excellence, accountability, high professional standards 
and continued institutional improvement.

The AZA is dedicated to the advancement of zoos and aquariums in the areas of 
conservation, education, science and recreation. When you see the AZA logo at a 
zoo or aquarium, you’ll know that you are supporting an institution dedicated to 
providing excellent care for animals, a great experience for you, and a better future 
for all living creatures.


