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Sending nearly clean water down household drains is a waste. Reusing water 
saves twice because you draw less water from your well or municipal water 
system, and you dump less water into your septic tank or sewage system. 

Water that you’ve used to do dishes, laundry or bathe may be considered reus-
able greywater. Even though it might contain soap, grease or even food particles, 
you generally can reuse it for a variety of household purposes.

Greywater collection and fi ltration systems that range from simple to elaborate 
are becoming more available, though regulations for these vary widely from state 
to state.  Many people use greywater to water lawns, trees and gardens. Here are 
some tips for using greywater for irrigation from the New Mexico State University 
Cooperative Extension offi ce:

Making water 
twice as nice

• Pour greywater directly onto the soil 
and avoid any contact with any part of 
the plants themselves. 

• Root vegetable plants that produce 
crops you eat raw should not be wa-
tered with greywater.

• Because greywater tends to be alka-
line, it shouldn’t be used on plants that 
prefer acidic soil.

• Use greywater to irrigate mature and 
well-established plants, but not on 
seedlings or immature plants.

• Dilute greywater with fresh water, and 
don’t use greywater in a small, concen-
trated patch of ground. 

• Only use greywater in fl at areas 
where it is unlikely to run off from the 
space you’re watering.

• Try to use greywater the same day 
you collect it. Saving the water for 
more than a day can allow bacteria to 
develop.
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