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MILAN FASHION 2013: COUTURE TO THE MASSES

At this conference you will take a look at the fascinating history of 

Milan and Italian fashion design. Woven into this conference is the 

innovative use of technology to create knitwear. There will be a 

special focus on the Italian textile industry, art movements such as 

Futurism, and the kaleidoscopic knitwear designs signatures of 

the Italian brand Missoni. 

You will hear from various speakers: Franca Sozzani, Margherita 

Missoni,  Laudomia Pucci, Colin McDowell, Giovanni Lista, and 

Dorothy Cosonas on a wide variety of topics. Enjoy guided tours 

of Milan, a visit to the Missoni boutique and the Milan Fashion 

District, and have the chance to create your own knitwear design 

or pattern!
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MILAN FASHION 2013: SPEAKERS

MARGHERITA MISSONI is known for her rise to prominence as 
heiress to her family’s fashion house, which was founded by her 
grandparents. In her own words, she describes becoming the face of 
a Missoni campaign as “a natural evolution.” She now is in charge of 
the brand’s accessories department.

LAUDOMIA PUCCI, the daughter of the famous Italian designer 
Emilio Pucci (1914-1992), also known as the “Prince of Prints”, took 
over the fashion house, in 1992. His kaleidoscopic, abstract, textile 
designs helped to establish the “jet set” a classic style of the 20th 
century. Laudomia is the Image Director and Deputy Chairman of 
the brand.

GIOVANNI LISTA is an Italian art historian and critic. Lista 
specializes in the artistic cultural scene of the 1920s, particularly 
in Futurism. In 1982 he organized the Futurism: Abstraction and 
Modernity exhibit in Paris. It explored the Futurist contributions to 
an abstract art centered on the tangible experience of reality. 
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KNITWEAR 101
Speaker: Margherita Missoni
This hands-on and colorful session goes into detail on the 
basics of knitwear design. What is knitwear? A discussion on 
the history of knitwear and a demonstration of the highly 
innovative knitwear technology will be provided.

ADVANCES IN TECHNOLOGY
Speaker: Giovanni Lista
Without new technological advances in the world of 
textile, and knitwear design, Italy would have fallen off of the 
fashion grid. A look into how mechanical looms produce 
textiles and the process of creating space-dyed colors from 
the identikit machine.

THE TEXTILE REVOLUTION
Speaker: Dorothy Cosonas
Leading textile designer Dorothy Cosonas shares with 
us the vast history of Italian textiles and why Italy has 
exported more clothing than any other country. Textiles are 
of high quality and low cost, allowing the creation of striking 
color combinations and the wildest prints

TIME:
10-11am

TIME: 
11-12pm

TIME: 
12-1pm

CITY TOUR OF MILAN: FIELD TRIP
A glance into Milan’s role as an industrial capital in the 
world. This Italian metropolis invented the concept of 
ready-to-wear clothing because of its strong history as an 
industrial powerhouse. Meet in hotel lobby at 1:45pm to 
board shuttle buses.

TIME: 
2-5pm

DAY 1: APRIL 5, 2013
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