
Laszlo Moholy-Nagy
Laszlo Moholy-Nagy was born in 1895 
in Borsod, a small village in southern 
Austria-Hungary. Laszlo Moholy-Nagy 
first studied law in Budapest in 1913. He 
produced his first drawings during his 
military service and stay at the infirmary 
between 1914 and 1917. In the same 
year, he attended evening classes in 
figure drawing at a free art school in 
Szeged, Hungary. The following year, 
he quit his law studies. He subsequently 
worked as a painter and took evening 
classes in figure drawing at a free art 
school in Budapest. At the same time, 
he was in contact with the avant-garde 
group MA. In 1922, a first individual 
exhibition of Moholy-Nagy’s work took 
place in Walden’s gallery. 
In March of 1923, Walter Gropius 
appointed him as a master to the State 
Bauhaus in Weimar. His areas of 
expertise at the school were typographic 
drafts and experimental film. From 1923 
to 1925, Moholy-Nagy was the director 
of the preliminary course and head of 
the metal workshop in Weimar. From 
1925 to 1928, he headed the 
preliminary course and the metal 
workshop in Dessau. Together with 
Walter Gropius, Moholy-Nagy began 
publishing the series of the Bauhaus.

After five years, he left the Bauhaus in 
1928 and established his own studio for 
typography and exhibition design, photo 
montages and photo collages in Berlin. 
This is where Moholy-Nagy created the 
stage designs for the Kroll operas and 
the Piscator stage in 1929. His books – 
Painting, Photography, Film and From 
Material to Architecture – were pub-
lished in 1925 and 1929. He exhibited 
within the scope of the Abstraction–
Creation artist group in Paris. In London, 
he began working as a graphic designer 
in 1935/36 and received commis-
sions for documentary films. With the 
help of Walter Gropius, he was given 
the directorship of the planned New 
Bauhaus – American School of Design 
in Chicago in 1937. Due to financial 
reasons, the school was already forced 
to close in 1938. In 1939, Moholy-Nagy 
founded the successor institute to the 
School of Design in Chicago, which was 
restructured in 1944 into the Institute 
of Design and now is part of the Illinois 
Institute of Technology (IIT). Up to the 
time of his death in 1946, Moholy-Nagy 
also worked as a freelance artist.
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The objective for week 5 was to 
incorporate the work of one of the 
designers that is featured in the 
Pioneers of Modern Typography 
handbook. The following designs 
feature the work of the typography 
Laszlo Moholy-Nagy. (For a brief 
biography on Moholy-Nagy pg 17.)

The design on the left hand side of the 
page uses a structured grid and it 
incorporates the elements used in the 
previous weeks. The above design is 
based on a hidden/playful grid. It also 
plays off of the color orange that is 
featured in Moholy-Nagy’s design. 

The above design uses a chaotic 
design. The design features 
photographs of Moholy-Nagy and 
one of his paintings. For more of 
Moholy-Nagy’s work view the 
following page.

The objective for week 3 was to 
incorporate black shapes, white type 
and capitalized letters. The top left 
design maintained using  a structured 
grid while displaying blocks of black 
space. It also uses a sigular capital “T” 
to emphasize the word typography. The 
bottom left design displays a hidden or 
playful approach. The use of a sigular 
large black shape with a jagged edge 
adds to the playfulness of the image. 
Also the design incorporated capitalized 
letters that overlap and are covered 
by the black shape. The design mixes 
up the black and white type to add yet 
another layer to the design. In the final 
design to the right of the previous two 
the design uses a chaotic yet still 
structured grid system.
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The above design uses a structured 
grid including shapes on a diagonal. 
The object for this design was to use 
either magazine images or coloraid 
paper to create a structured, hidden/
playful and chaotic design.

The above design uses a hidden/
playful grid. It incorporates magazine 
images, and coloraid. It also manages 
to incorporate capitalized letters, and 
the items that were used in the 
previous weeks.

The above design is based on a 
structured and a chaotic grid system. 
Like the previous designs it also utilizes 
coloraid paper.
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