
Loud, � ashy and extremely multicultural, London is a city of people, cultures, and bright ideas. It is the city 
of history and new beginnings. London is the largest city in in the UK and in England. It is considered to be 
the top leading global city in the world.  It remains the capital of fashion, music, culture, politics, trade, 
and � nance.

East London has always been a much poorer, darker area than the wealthy West end. From the earliest 
of times, the East End had been the center of trade and industry due to the surroundings or the River 
Thames and the River Lea. As the British Empire expanded under Queen Victoria, so did trade and 
industry. The St. Katherine Docks opened new jobs for people as dockworkers, which attracted people 
� eeing from political unrest and religious prosecution. With the building of the docks, the Industrial 
Revolution came to the East End and transformed it. Jews, Irish, Russian’s, and French made up the 
majority of the working, � lthy East End. This is one of the main reasons why there was so much crime, 
disease, violence, prostitution, and gangs. 
 
Workshops in the East End were shown to be as grim as any in the millinery business, with workers 
completing eighteen hour days at starvation wages in crowded rooms with no sanitation, ventilation 
or light. When the arrival of the immigrants came to London, many of them would seek work in the 
clothing trades. The families, during the periods of unemployment, would naturally turn to street 
selling. Street-sellers were always most numerous during the wintertime because their customers 
had less money. They would make cheap ready-made clothing from silk and cotton. Another family 
trade was the making of women and children’s footwear for the cheapest market. Child labor was 
rampant. They o� ered their services as weavers’, winders, slop needle women, shoe-binders, and 
as domestic helps. Girls would also work as prostitutes to support themselves and their families. 
The East End was not a great place to be living during this time. 
 
The West End is around Westminster, the seat of government, and the Royalty. Because the
prevailing wage in London is from the West, richer people populated the West End while 
industry concentrated in the East. The West End prospered through the textile trade and the 
thriving court culture where the display of luxury was a political necessity. The manner in 
which Londoners have displayed their social status and taste through their personal clothing 
has left a mark on the city’s interiors, streets, parks and squares as de� nite as any architectural 
detailing or tra�  c � ow. 
 
In a city becoming more widely known as a center for commerce and consumption, 
shopping for fashion became extremely important in this city. The idea that London is a 
world center for the production and retailing of fashion is pretty recent. In the sixteenth 
and seventeenth centuries, most luxury goods such as � ne leather, accessories and 
fashionable tailoring, came from abroad. The raw materials from which these goods 
were from, were metals, hides, linens, and woolen cloth. The 1960’s were a decade of 
all-around change. Tourists industry prospered and the population went up. Rock 
concerts and political demonstrations popped up everywhere. Modern buildings 
were being built all around the city. Businesses were booming. Youth, cool and
popular culture very much de� ned the London look. Suddenly the city was bursting 
with colors. Now, London is named one of the “big four” principle fashion capitals in 
the world.

From the industrial, artsy East End, to the royal, elegant West End, wild colors, 
mix-matched prints, and quirky statement pieces light up the streets of London 
everywhere you go. London has always o� ered a mix of the old and the new such 
as the “Mohawked” punk look, and the Stella McCartney coat over the charity shop 
dress. In this city, anything goes.

History of london

Anna Wintour is the Editor-
in-Chief of the U.S. edition of 

Vogue. Wintour was born in 
London, England in 1949. She 

� rst started out in the fashion 
department of Harper’s and 

Queen in London. She quickly 
rose up in her profession as 

an editor. She went back and 
forth to many publications 

between New York and 
London. In her 20’s she took 

over as fashion Editor at 
Harper’s Bazaar, a high end 

editor at Viva, and then took a 
job with New York magazine. 

She began to show her own 
sense of style and direction. 

She moved back to London 
to become the chief editor of 

the British Vogue. She had her 
own ideas about the magazine 

and wanted to change it. 
She moved back to New York 

and � nally was named as the 
editor-in-chief of Vogue. 

Wintour is bold, fearless and 
isn’t afraid to speak her mind. 

“She is a major in� uence 
whose ideas reign both on the 

page and behind the scenes 
within the industry (Bio).”

Stylist Kate Young is sought 
after by Hollywood celebrities 

for Oscar night, cover shoots, 
and just about anything else. 

She styles runway shows, 
designed vegan shoes with 

Natalie Portman, and she 
even has her own line of wool 

knitwear. She has also styled 
campaigns for Victoria Secret, 

Dior, Theory, Cover Girl and 
Olay. “What makes Kate Young 

unique is her ability to move 
among worlds with the 

highest levels of creativity 
and integrity intact. On the 

commerical end of the 
spectrum she has consulted 

for Armani Exchange, Tod’s, 
Halston, Target,  Ann Taylor, 

and Nicole Miller (Young).” She 
works closely with designers 

from all over the world. Some 
of the designers are Jason Wu, 

Vena Cava, and Derek Lam. 
Kate Young will continue to be 

one of the most sought after 
and famous stylist. 

“Founder/blogger/photogra-
pher Scott Schuman began 

The Sartorialist with the idea 
of creating a two-way dialogue 

about the world of fashion 
and its relationship to daily 

life (Sar).” Schuman was one 
of the � rst people to shoot a 

street style fashion blog. He 
has an eye for catching unusal 

and future trends. One of the 
reasons Shuman began to take 

these photos, was because he 
thought it would be great as 

documentation for future 
generations to see how 

everyday people dressed. His 
blog has made him famous 

all over the world. His work 
has been featured in GQ, 

Vogue Italia, Vogue Paris 
and Interview. Schuman has 

also appeared in national ad 
campaigns, has a published 

anthology of his images, 
and his work is shown in the 

permanent collections of the 
Victoria & Albert Museum 

and the Tokyo Metropolitan 
Museum of Photography. 

Marigay McKee is the chief 
merchant/ fashion and beauty 

director at London’s famous 
department store, Harrods. 

“For the last twelve years 
Marigay McKee has been 

integral in driving the 
Harrods business forward 

and positioning the store 
as a leading international

destination for luxury. 
Traveling globally in search 

of the world ’s most coveted 
brands and instigating key 

developments in-store, she is 
widely regarded as an expert 

in the industry. In 2011, Ms. 
McKee was appointed as Chief 

Merchant of Harrods, taking 
responsibility for further 

product areas - Fashion 
Accessories, Fine Jewellery, 

Luxury Watches and Gifts 
and Stationery in addition 

to all Apparel and Beauty 
categories. McKee has built 

an in� uential reputation both 
in the UK and further a� eld 

within Fashion and Beauty 
circles. (Fora).”

Mike Paterson is the founder/
director of  the “London 

Historians,” which is a club for 
Londoners who would like to 

know more about the city 
they live in. Mike Paterson, 

abandoned his career in the 
software industry to set up 

and run London Historians. 
Mike is a BA history graduate 

from Royal Holloway,University 
of London. “I am grateful 

to many Londoners– long-
standing and brand new 

friends alike, who have all 
chipped in with ideas, work 

and encouragement to get 
this o�  the ground. As our 

membership grows, I’m certain 
that that London Historians 

will be much greater than the 
sum of its parts. Just through 

doing the research to set up 
our web site, I’ve become 

hugely more knowledgeable 
about London’s history than 

I ever was. But what I look 
forward to the most is making 

new friends who share my 
curiosity about our city’s

past. It’s a never-ending
process (Paterson).”

John Howlin is the General 
Manager of the new and � rst 

vintage department store in 
London called Blitz. It’s 

located in the East End of 
London near one of the 

hottest markets in the city, 
Brick Lane. Howlin started 

to have a love of  vintage 
clothes ever since he was a 

young teenager. When he 
was a teenager, he went to a 

Military shop for the � rst time 
in liverpool and immediatly 

fell in love with the material, 
stitching, functionality, and 

details. In the past couple of 
years, vintage has become the 

trend in London. You could 
say London is the capital of 

vintage clothing. Howlin 
really knew what he was doing 

when he decided to open up 
the huge � ve room Victorian 

warehouse in the heart of East 
London. 

scott schuman marigay mckee mike paterson john howlinAnna Wintour kate young

“Create your 
own style...let 

it be unique for 
yourself and yet 

identi� able for 
others.”

-Anna Wintour

special guest speakers

8:15-8:30 a.m.
Check-in

Hotel Lobby 

8:35-9:30 a.m.
Breakout Session

Room 201

9:45-11:00 a.m.
The East and West End

Room 197

11:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.
Lunch

1:00-2:30 p.m.
Art Influence on Style

Room 183

3:00-4:30 p.m.
The World of Vintage

Room 197

7:00-8:00 a.m.
Continental Breakfast

8:00 a.m.-12:30 p.m.
Capturing the STREET

1:00-2:30 p.m.
fROM RUNWAY TO THE STREET

3:00-4:30 p.m.
Ask the expert

Room 183 

7:00-8:00 a.m.
Continental Breakfast

Room 201

8:30-10:00 a.m.
Royalty influence on style

Room 183

10:30 a.m.-12:00 p.m.
Styling your Life

Room 197

12:00-1:30 p.m.
lunch

1:30-3:00 p.m.
the world of fashion and its 

relationship to daily life
Room 197

7:30 p.m.-12:30 a.m.
Street style fashion show

and cocktail party
Room 201
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The East and West End: The history of the two ENDS of London- Take a journey back in time to London’s dark age. 
Learn about the history of London’s East and West Ends before it was the booming city it is today. Guest speaker, 
MikePaterson, will discuss the most historical moments, which transformed London into one of the most popular
cities in the world. 

Break Out Session- Meet people who have the same interests you do! Discuss favorite trends, places to shop,
or even what your most looking forward to in the next couple days. Don’t be shy, have fun and talk all things
fashion!

From runway to the street- Anna Wintour, Editor-in-Chief of the U.S. edition of Vogue, discusses how runway 
fashion 
in� uences the everyday style on the street. Or does street style in� uence the runway?    

the world of fashion and its relationship to daily life- Speaker Scott Schuman talks about his career as a 
blogger and as a street style photographer. He will also be giving tips and advice about capturing fashion 
that is truly unique. 

Art influence on style- Art has a huge in� uence on the every day street fashion in the East End of London. 
Scott Schuman discusses  why art has such a huge impact on the culture and fashion of the East End. 

The world of vintage- John Howlin discusses his passion when it comes to vintage. He will also discuss why 
London has become the “capital of vintage clothing,” and what to look out for when you’re shopping in 
vintage stores. 

Ask the Expert- This will be a question and answer session. Feel free to ask any questions about anything 
fashion. Harrods chief merchant, and fashion and beauty director, Marigay McKee, will be happy to 
answer any questions you have. 

Styling your life- From hairstyles to clothing, Hollywood’s most notable stylist, Kate Young,
 demonstrates the hottest trends of 2013, along with the upcoming trends in 2014. 

Royalty influence on style- Royalty has an in� uence on not only the people of London, but also a 
majority of the western world. Marigay McKee discusses why Royalty, such as Princess Diana and 
Duchess Catherine, are major in� uences in the world of fashion.

Capturing the Street- For this event, attendees will go to Camden Market, one of the most famous 
markets in London, to take photos of people with great street style or anything you � nd to be 
interesting and inspiring. Later, meet up at a nearby pub, The Oxford Arms, to relax, have a pint, 
and share and discuss what you saw.
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