
S
he fell in love with Rome 
at the age of 24 while 
shooting the film that 
would make her a star, 
1953’s Roman Holiday. 
And by the 1970s, Au-

drey Hepburn would put down roots 
in the Eternal City. Newly married 
to Italian psychiatrist Andrea Dot-
ti, Audrey was eager to leave the hus-
tle and bustle of Hollywood behind 
and give her two sons — Sean Ferrer 
(from her first marriage to actor Mel 
Ferrer) and Luca Dotti — a simpler 
life. “She was very much respected by 
the normal people, the shop owners,” 
Luca, 45, tells Closer. “She liked walk-
ing around and knowing the people in 
the neighborhood.”

Audrey’s adoration for her adopt-
ed city was captured by photographer 
Marcello Geppetti in these rarely seen 
images, currently on exhibit at La Dolce 
Vita Gallery in Rome. “The city always 
protected my mother,” says Luca, “giv-
ing her time and space.” And a place to be 
happy. “The most important thing is to 
enjoy your life,” Audrey once said. “It’s all 
that matters.”                                     — Lisa Chambers
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memory lane

RaRe photos document the two 
decades when hollywood’s most 
glamoRous staR called Italy home

Audrey 
Hepburn

Rome
Her Life in

“She was 
actually very 
happy about 

growing older 
because it meant 

more time for 
herself, more 
time for her 

family,” Luca 
says of  

his mother.

In Rome, Audrey  
“didn’t live a life 

secluded or behind bars; 
she would walk around 

and everybody knew 
her,” says Luca. “She 
was part of the city.” 
Here, Audrey visits a 

pharmacy in 1965. 

She was known 
for taking her 
beloved Yorkie, 
Mr. Famous, 
everywhere — 
including the 
local grocery 
store in 1961.

Spending time with her children was important to Audrey, who joined her  
ex-husband Mel Ferrer and their son Sean at the circus in Rome in 1964.

Audrey — 
who began 

studying 
ballet at age 

5 — loved 
dancing and 

showed off 
her moves at a 
party in 1968.
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