
H
e a d s  t u r n e d  a s 
Paul Newman and 
Joanne Woodward 
w a l k e d  i nt o  t he 
Westport Country 
Playhouse in Con-

necticut. Onlookers were captivated 
by his magnetic blue eyes and her easy 
Southern grace. But more than that, 
wherever the superstars went, observ-
ers were in awe of Paul and Joanne’s 
deep and passionate love for each other 
— even after five decades of marriage.

“You’d look over and see these beauti-
ful people, smiling and holding hands,” 
remembers Anne Keefe, a Playhouse as-
sociate. “People always recall them as 
great people and great philanthropists 
who had a spectacular marriage, but 
they were even better than that.”

While their lives certainly looked 
like a fairy tale, Paul (who passed 
away in 2008 at age 83) and Joanne, 
86, had an intense love for one anoth-
er that bordered on obsession. And al-
though there were countless moments 
of magic and joy, they also endured 
devastating heartbreak throughout 
their marriage, which still stands as 
one of Hollywood’s most intriguing.  

Paul Newman  & Joanne Woodward

Paul never stopped blaming him-
self for leaving his family to be with 
Joanne; she mourned the decline of 
her career after she became a wife and 
mother. But even as they made dif-
ficult sacrifices for each other, they 
stuck it out. As their daughter Melissa 
once said, “They didn’t have a choice. 
They were inexorably tied to each oth-
er by every molecule of their being. The 
good, the bad, and the ugly. They were  
stuck together.”

At First sight
The pair felt immediately drawn to 
each other when they met in an agent’s 
office in New York in 1952. “I hated him 
on sight,” joked Joanne in Paul New-
man: A Life. “But he was so funny and 
pretty and neat.” Paul also thought 
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“I just love how they 
would laugh together and 

appreciate the same things,” 
says Anne Keefe, a friend 
from Westport. “It was 
important to them to  

spend time together.”

They 
married in 
Las Vegas 
in January 
1958 — six 
years after 
their first 
meeting. 

Together in New 
York in 2004
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By louise a. barile
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