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Teens put in a stadium to fight to the 
death? Who on earth would want to 
read a story about that?! At first 

glance, the world inside The Hunger 
Games seems so dark and far-fetched. 
But at the core is a simple story about 
the power of love — not just romantic 
love, but compassion for friends and 
family. And that’s what has turned the 
seemingly violent books by Suzanne 
Collins into a best-selling series with 9.6 
million copies in print. 
   So what sparked the bizarre tale? 
Believe it or not, a mix of a childhood 
story and a night of TV watching.
 

Fighting for love
    When the author Suzanne was 8 years 
old, she read a myth called Theseus and 
the Minotaur in which children were sent 
into a labyrinth and eaten by a monster. 
Only when Theseus volunteers to go in 
and destroy the monster does the cycle 
break. “The story took my breath away 
because it was so cruel,” she says.  
   Years later, she was channel surfing 
and flipped between a reality TV show 
where teens where competing for money 

and then to actual coverage of the Iraq 
War.  She remembered the fear she felt 
as a kid when her dad was off fighting 
in the Vietnam War. “[That’s] when 
Katniss’ story came to me,” she says.

   

Gut-wrenching thoughts
Suzanne put together the ideas and 
The Hunger Games was born. Like 
Theseus, Katniss volunteers to sacrifice 
herself for a loved one, her sister Prim, 
and fight in the Hunger Games. And like 
the TV war footage that haunted her, the 
citizens are forced to watch the brutality 
play out. “Those are real people on 
screen,” Suzanne says. “They’re not 
going away when the commercials roll.”  
   The film’s stars were just as taken with 
the tale’s human emotions. “It’s such a 
gut-wrenching thought,” Liam Hems-
worth says of a loved one going off to 
war.” Jennifer Lawrence adds, “These 
kids are killing one another only be-
cause if they don’t they’ll die. It’s 
needless, pointless, unjustified violence. 
It’s heartbreaking.” Then she adds, “I 
can’t wait for it to be brought to life 
because I think it’s an important 
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“[The movie 
stays] true to 
the story,” Josh 
Hutcherson 
assures fans. 

Brutal killings and senseless violence? Get to know 
the truth behind what sparked the story: Love.

Amandla Sternberg 
The 14-year-old 
newcomer loved 
working with Jennifer 
Lawrence. “She’s super 

funny,” Amandla says.

Alexander Ludwig
This Canadian grew very 

close to the cast — he 
even admits to having a  

“little man crush” on 
Josh Hutcherson. 

Jacqueline Emerson
They may battle it out 
during the Games but 
the actress tells us that 

the cast is far from 
enemies off-screen. 

Leven Rambin
“It’s very futuristic [with] 

a lot of special effects,” 
Leven says of the film. 
“[It’s a] very specific 
imaginary world!” 

Jack Quaid
“I was asked to choose 

a weapon,” he says 
about his audition. “I 
chose a butter knife.”

Isabelle Fuhrman 
The Orphan star was 
willing to do whatever it 

took to land the role. “I 
wrote the director a 
letter,” she admits. 

”
Josh vs. Liam:  Their L♥ve Games
Their characters may face off to win Katniss’ heart, but Josh Hutcherson 

and Liam Hemsworth have very different tactics when it comes to girls!

What do you think girls 
love about you?

How should a girl get 
your attention?

Can you relate to your 
character’s relation-
ship with Katniss? 

Question                      What Josh says:                     What Liam says: 

“I’m cheesy,” he 
says with a laugh.

“I’m still trying to figure it 

out,” he insists. “I’m kind of 

a goof!”

This chatterbox likes “girls 

that [he] can have deep 
conversations with.”

“I like when people 
put things on the 
table,” he explains.

“I fall in love at the drop of a 

hat. Every relationship I get 

into winds up like [Katniss 

“Things get complicated 
bringing the rest of the world 

into [relationships].”
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Later this year, Liam 
stars in the movie AWOL  

as Wright, a soldier 
fighting in the Vietnam 
War, who goes missing  
to help his best friend 
track down the girl of 

his dreams back.

New Film

The  Hunger
Games
The UNTOLD STORY behind 

Inside Liam’s Other

“Katniss is incredible,” 
Jennifer Lawrence says.  
“She’s a hunter, not a 
killer.” 


