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FUnny GIrL 

relives her iconic past in new,  
never-been-seen photos

“I truly believed I could  
be anything I wanted to 
be. A painter, a ballerina 
…even a good cowboy.” 

She’s elusive and notoriously stage shy, but 
Barbra Streisand was in rare form, singing 
duets and cracking jokes with The Tonight 

Show’s Jimmy Fallon on Sept. 15 — her first late-
night interview since she sat down with Johnny 
Carson in the same NYC studio 51 years ago. 

It was a rare public moment for the legend-
ary actress and singer — whose breakout role in 
1968’s Funny Girl launched her from “kooky” 
Brooklyn gal to Oscar winner — as she debuted 
her new all-star duet album, Partners.  

Before she steps back out of the limelight 
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again, Babs fans can relive some of the best mo-
ments of her career with Streisand: In the Cam-
era Eye (Abrams), a new collection of 170 photos 
— many of which have never before been pub-
lished — and which author James Spada exclu-

sively shared with Closer.
“I wanted to show her looking the 

best she ever has through the 
years,” says Spada, who met 

her while she was promoting 
A Star Is Born in 1975. 

“She’s very intense — 

In 1964, Barbra’s unique look — 
Cleopatra eye makeup and a page 
boy with bangs — “took the country 
by storm,” Spada says. “This photo 
was part of a series taken for the back 
cover of her first No. 1 album, People.”

STYLE-SETTER

After designing her 
gowns for On a Clear 
Day You Can See For-
ever (1970), Sir Cecil 

Beaton took this 
stunning pic of Bar-

bra — the new book’s 
cover shot and the 
author’s fave: “It’s 
just the epitome of 

Barbra’s beauty.”

CLASSIC

WHAT’S NEW,

BEAUTY

PUSSYCAT?
Barbra’s first three 
films (Funny Girl, 
Hello, Dolly! and On a 
Clear Day You Can See 
Forever) were G-rated 
musicals, but while 
playing a hooker in 
the 1970 comedy The 
Owl and the Pussy-
cat (seen here in a 
“modeling outfit”), 
Spada says she was 
“the first major star to 
mutter the F-word on-
screen, and she really 
changed her image.”

exclusive 
Never- 

before-seeN 

photos!

&     NEW 
NOTABLE  

Billy Joel, Lionel Richie, the 
late Elvis Presley, Barbra’s 

son, Jason Gould, and eight 
more singers join her on the 
new duets album, Partners. closerweekly.com 33


