
A
udrey Hepburn was 22 years old 
and making her first big splash 
on Broadway in the title role of 
the musical Gigi when a mild-
m a n nered photojou r n a l ist , 
George Douglas, showed up at 

her dressing room and asked if he could photograph 
her. “He would have called her ‘Miss Hepburn’ 
— he was terribly formal,” Shan Lancaster, 
Douglas’ longtime friend, tells Closer. “He was 
so unthreatening, he was like your brother or 
dad. It’s interesting Audrey allowed him to take 
photographs of her wearing nothing but a towel!”

Those weren’t the only revealing shots Douglas — 
who flew from England to shoot Audrey for Picture 
Post magazine — captured during their whirlwind 
trip around the Big Apple over the next few days. He 
caught candid pics of Audrey atop the Empire State 
Building, in Central Park and at the famed 21 Club 
with her then-fiancé, British industrialist James 
Hanson. “Audrey went out of her way to help George 
on the trip, and he said he fell in love with her,” says 
Lancaster, who discovered many of Douglas’ photos 
after he and his wife died and left them to 
her and her husband. “He meant it 
in the same way — everyone fell 
in love with her.”

I f  a n y t h i n g  m o r e 
happened between them, 
Douglas took it to his 
grave in 2011. “He was 
very reticent,” says 
Lancaster. “He was 
always a gentleman.”

—Bruce Fretts, with 
reporting by Amanda 
Champagne-Meadows 
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Dressing room “You never normally see 
Audrey in even a swimming costume,” Lancaster 

says. But she let Douglas shoot her in a towel.

empire state 
BuilDing  “George 
certainly had a very 

special affection 
for Audrey,” says 
Lancaster of the 

star, overlooking 
Manhattan from the 

landmark site’s roof. 
“And she made a lot 

of time for him on 
the trip.”

21 CluB Audrey dined with 
her fiancé, James Hanson, 

a baron, at the swanky 
Manhattan eatery, known 

for the jockeys that line its 
stairway entrance.

Cool Drink 
“The best thing 
in life to hold on 

to is each other,” 
Audrey said, but 

she broke off 
her engagement 
after only a year.

MeMory Lane

“I never 
thought 

I’d land in 
pictures  

with a face 
like mine.”

new York
rare Photos ofAudrey in

ge
o

rg
e 

Do
ug

la
s 

/ t
o

PF
ot

o/
 t

he
 Im

ag
e 

w
o

rk
s 

(5
)

excLusive 
Photos!

closerweekly.com 35


