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Defense 
Gets A 
Reboot
by Jimmy James

I t’s quite simple, really. If the New 
England Patriots’ defensive front 

seven does what it is supposed to do—
that is, pressure, hurry, and generally 
make life difficult for opposing quar-
terbacks—then the team’s secondary 
should have a stellar season.

If the front seven can’t do its job 

with any regularity—and given the 
uncertain state of the linebacking 
corps, that is a possibility—then 
the secondary will look thoroughly 
average. To be fair, however, anytime 
cornerbacks, no matter how elite, are 
asked to cover receivers for as long as 
the Patriots’ were at times last season, 

they’re going to seem mediocre and 
get beat like laundry on river rocks.

Patriots fans may still have night-
mares about the loss in Miami last 
December. That afternoon, Dolphins 
quarterback Chad Henne, making just 
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Defensive backfield is deep, but maturity has been an issue
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Defensive Lineup
Player Position

Phillip Adams DB 

Mark Anderson DE 

Kyle Arrington CB 

Sergio Brown SS 

Andre Carter DE 

Pat Chung FS 

Shaun Ellis DE 

Gary Guyton LB 

James Ihedigbo DB 

Jerod Mayo LB 

Devin McCourty CB 

Sterling Moore CB 

Rob Ninkovich LB 

Brandon Spikes LB 

Jeff Tarpinian LB 

Tracy White LB 

Vince Wilfork NT


