
Marie and Cliff Alexander, and their six children, were 
among the first families served when Habitat for Human-
ity started in 1987. These days, Marie Alexander’s great-
est joy is to sit in the swing on her porch, but there was a 
time when such a life was inconceivable to her—the days of 
temp jobs and inadequate, unsafe housing, the days before 
she found out about Habitat for Humanity. Marie tells the 
story with an authentic confidence that comes from telling 
it time and time again — “Habitat doesn’t build houses.  
Habitat builds lives.”
 The kids are grown now — all six graduated from high 
school, two have served in the military, one is a nurse, 
all are employed. Theirs is the story of a family renewed, 
reborn, lives set on a new path…the view from the porch 
swing just keeps getting better and better.

Honoring Our Roots 
on Bellevue Street

Giving
Inspiration

LAND ACQUISITION & DEVELOPMENT

CONSTRUCTION MATERIALS & 
SUBCONTRACTED PROFESSIONAL 
LABOR (ELECTRICIANS, PLUMBERS, ETC.)

PERMITS, FEES, INSURANCE

WAREHOUSE, TOOLS, EQUIPMENT

CONSTRUCTION SUPERVISION, 
FAMILY SELECTION & TRAINING, 
VOLUNTEER COORDINATION

CONSTRUCTION, GENERAL 
ADMINISTRATION & MANAGEMENT

TOTAL HOUSE COST

     $18,000

     $54,400

       $2,400

        $7,500 

     $20,000

     $10,200

$112,500

House Cost

Journey

Families
“

The Bellevue Society has been created to recognize  
donors who provide unrestricted annual gifts for  

neighborhood investment, capacity building, and “life of  
the loan” homeowner support. Why Bellevue? Because it  
all started on Bellevue Street—our first homes, our first 
families, the first volunteers—they came together on  
Bellevue. And today the transformative story of Marie  
and Cliff Alexander, who paid off their home in full 17 
years later (see back page), continues to inspire 
and remind us that working with Habitat 
is a journey.

Visionary
Community

Hope

  
 

The Armstrong family, pictured above, was inspired  
to become one of the first Visionary members of the  
Bellevue Society. They’re inviting others to join them  
and provide the key that opens the door to a new 
life for a family.

Outreach
Support

We have begun to realize it 

takes so much more to complete a 

home than simply raising dollars and 

providing volunteer leadership.

“

As construction is wrapping to a close on our own new home, we recognize how truly blessed we are to have our own little haven with a “Bellevue” (beautiful view). Offering that hope to other families, to be able to wake up each morning to look out a window and know that view won’t change tomorrow, because it’s their home, is important to us. We  understand that most parents want to provide a stable environment for their children and Habitat offers such a  great program for families to achieve their dreams.  Our commitment to Habitat started through volunteerism but now includes annual support of the organization. We have begun to realize it takes so much more to complete a home than simply raising dollars and providing volunteer leadership. Our unrestricted gift ensures that Habitat engages neighborhoods, strengthens communities, and provides mortgage servicing to families long after they’ve moved into their first home.    We invite you to join us in the  Bellevue Society and look forward to sharing the stories of families impacted and neighborhoods strengthened.

~Karen Armstrong

Bellevue Society



Building houses is only one step of the Habitat journey.   
 Our work begins well before the first nails are  

hammered and continues long after the keys are presented  
to each new homeowner.  On this page, you can see why  
the Bellevue Society is critical to the ongoing success of 
Habitat’s mission.  As Karen Armstrong points out, sponsor 
dollars and volunteer labor can only go so far.  Homeowner 
training and “life of the loan” services require the ongoing 
commitment of staff and donors over time for, well, the life 
of the loan.

The Big

Neighborhood Outreach & Advocacy

Working in neighborhoods has always been a bi-product 
of our ministry. We work in neighborhoods before we buy 
land, while we’re building and after homeowners move in. 
We’ve helped build a community center in Eastside Park,  
a playground in Stonegate Crossing and helped nurture  
neighborhood  
associations in 
other communities. 
With nearly 350 
homes under our belt 
in more than a dozen 
neighborhoods, 
we’re bringing more 
intention to this work.  

Homeowner Recruitment & Training

The journey begins for a potential homeowner with the 
recruitment, application and qualification process. Out of 
every 10 applications received, Habitat ultimately qualifies 
just one homeowner. The number one reason homeowners 
fail to qualify is overwhelming debt and credit issues. Once 
qualified, a family works with the Family Services training 
and education team for 6-18 months. Habitat spends 
$20,000 a year alone in specialized training courses for 
homeowners including classes in financial management and 
budgeting, home and yard maintenance, legal issues around 
home ownership, community building and conflict resolution.

Construction

While the homeowner in process is logging sweat equity 
hours in training and building other people’s homes, the 
Construction and Land Development department is working 
to prepare a lot for their home.  
 Purchasing, clearing, grading and preparing a single lot 
for building can take 3 months. Developing a subdivision  
can take up to two years.
 Once construction on the house begins, the family and  
volunteers together will log 2000 more hours working  
alongside the construction staff in the intensive hands-on 
construction phase. It typically takes 15 to 20 weeks to go 
from pouring the foundation to dedication. For many, this 
seems like the journey’s end, but, like vows at the altar, this  
is just the beginning of the transformation. It costs $112,500  
to build the house and travel with the family to this milestone. 

Life of the Loan 

Once the house is completed, the 
longest leg of the journey begins. Habitat is 
a bank like no other. Our interest-free mortgage program 
includes Life of the Loan services for a family. We take that 
responsibility and all it entails seriously. Habitat processes 
and tracks monthly payments, manages tax and insurance 
escrows, as well as maintenance escrow accounts, to help 
homeowners save and prepare for major home maintenance. 
We provide additional budget counseling and financial training, 
intensive case management with negotiated payment plans 
and loan modifications when job loss, illness or other crises 
threaten to steer a family off track. Habitat provides “Life  
of the Loan” services to almost 300 current homeowners at  
a total cost of over $150,000 per year.

Michelle Schneider

Director of Development 
and Major Gifts

336-232-0134 

mschneider@habitatgreensboro.org

Sources of Funding

Picture

Unrestricted giving is the key.  When you commit to 
an annual unrestricted gift of $500 or more, you enter 
into a true partnership with the mission and ministry of 
Habitat in this community.  As a member of the Bellevue 
Society, your annual gift plays a vital role in every part of 
the Habitat mission, supporting the organization where 
and when it is most needed.  
 The Bellevue Society – partners with Habitat  
helping to change communities in Greensboro,  
one family at a time.

Unrestricted
Giving

Bellevue Society 
Giving Levels 

Visionary           $5,000  
Key Leader          $2,500 - 4,999
Partner           $1,000 - 2,499
Investor          $500 - 999

Home

Ministry Transformation

Community Relationships

HopeOwnership

For more informationMORTGAGE PAYMENTS

RESTORE SALES

RESTRICTED CONTRIBUTIONS

UNRESTRICTED CONTRIBUTIONS

GOVERNMENT GRANTS

Support

Bellevue Society


