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places for near Michigan Avenue and the lakefront  
puts you in the heart of metropolitan nightlife.
 Chicago restaurants offer every kind of 
cuisine imaginable, but only one comes with  
a top-of-the-city view. The Signature Room at 
the 95th perches atop the John Hancock Center 
on the Magnificent Mile. As you gaze upon  
the twinkling lights of the city below, dine  
on contemporary American fare, such as grilled 
filet of beef and slow-roasted rack of lamb. 
 Laughter being a potent aphrodisiac, take  
in a show at The Second City, the legendary 
improv theater that launched the careers  
of such comic greats as John Belushi, Gilda 
Radner and Bill Murray. Its main hall houses 
two stages, each with a resident troupe that 
writes and performs original comedy revues.  
The humor is biting, topical, sometimes shame-
less and often hilarious.  
 Giggle your way back to the French-inspired 
Sofitel, where you can snuggle, sleep late and 
enjoy breakfast in bed. Spend the next day at 
the Art Institute of Chicago. With 5,000 years 
of artistic renderings to view, focus your tour 
on the museum’s superb impressionist and 
postimpressionist collections. As you walk 
hand in hand through its 
galleries, observing all the 
ways love has inspired artists, 
don’t miss two famous 
paintings that feature romantic 
strolling couples: Georges 
Seurat’s pointillist masterpiece 
A Sunday on La Grande Jatte—
1884 and Gustave Caillebotte’s 
Paris Street; Rainy Day. End 
your visit by sharing spoonfuls 
of passion fruit torte at the 
museum’s Garden Restaurant. 
 Even if you’re not in the 
mood to shop, scout the city’s 
Magnificent Mile. This glitzy 
portion of North Michigan 
Avenue includes many of the 
city’s most famous buildings, 
from the Tribune Tower to the 
Wrigley Building. Hundreds of 
exclusive shops, restaurants 
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Find romance in Chicago, Minnesota’s 
Twin Cities or Michigan’s Mackinac 
Island during a weekend built for two.  
—By Lori Erickson

(Left and below) by  
night and by day, Chicago 
proves to be lovers’ kind 
of town. I n the midst of winter, Valentine’s 

Day brings warmth, romance and 
the chance to fall in love all over 

again with your sweetheart. AAA members 
recently voted three Midwest destinations as 
the region’s most popular—Chicago, the Twin 
Cities and Mackinac Island in Michigan. Not 
only topping members’ list of favorites, each 
place inspires romance in its own way. Pick one 
for a two- to three-day getaway and rekindle 
love’s f lame.

BRIGHT LIGHTS, ROMANTIC CITY 
The city lights and bustling energy of Chicago 
offer an urban, upscale adventure for lovers. 
Arrive at twilight to pamper your valentine  
in understated luxury at the Sofitel Chicago 
Water Tower, a sleek glass edifice with views  
of Lake Michigan and an elegantly minimalist 
interior. Call on the hotel’s Romance Concierge 
to help you build a passion package that 
includes satin sheets, milk-chocolate dipped 
strawberries, fresh f lowers or champagne. 
 Once settled, ready yourself for dinner and 
the evening out. After all, the hotel’s location 
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HANCOCk HOuSE 
One of Dubuque, 
Iowa’s, grandest 
mansions provides  
a cozy retreat for a 
romantic weekend. 
Built in 1891 on a  
bluff overlooking the 
city and Mississippi 
River, the Hancock 
House is a classic 
example of Queen Anne 

architecture. Snuggle with your sweetheart before 
the f ireplace, which received a blue ribbon at the 
1893 Chicago World’s Fair. Ask to stay in the third-

P

(Spread, clockwise from 
top left) the Art Institute 
of Chicago, sunken gardens 
at Marjorie McNeely 
Conservatory and ice 
skating could lead to many 
special moments.

and hotels line the route, providing  
exceptional people-watching and world-class 
window shopping. Price the diamonds at 
Tiffany and Company, try on a designer dress  
at Neiman Marcus and savor a truffle at 
Chocolatier Genevieve. 
 Before you end your Windy City weekend, 
walk along Chicago’s beloved treasure—Lake 
Michigan. “To me, the single most romantic 
and captivating thing about Chicago is our 
lakefront,” says Susan Figliulo, author of 
Romantic Days and Nights in Chicago: Romantic 
Diversions In and Around the City. “At any time  
of year, in almost any weather, it’s beautiful, 
charming, fun and, best of all, free.”

CASuAL CuLTuRE & uRBAN OuTDOORS   
The Twin Cities of Minneapolis and St. Paul, 
Minnesota, offer their own twist on a romantic 
weekend, a combination of relaxed sophistica-
tion and outdoor pleasures. “My husband and I 
love the fact that in the Twin Cities we can have 
a big city experience with great museums and 
terrific restaurants, but we can also still enjoy 
outdoor activities like hiking and biking,” says 
Brenda Nations of Iowa City, Iowa, who spent 
part of her honeymoon in the Twin Cities and 
has returned often since then. 
    Arrive in time to appreciate a full day out-
side and indoors. Minneapolis and St. Paul 
sparkle beautifully in winter, when abundant 
snows cover the landscape. To see some of the 
Midwest’s most palatial homes dusted in white, 

strap on a pair of ice skates and head onto Lake 
of the Isles, gliding side by side in a companion-
able rhythm. If you’d rather explore on foot, 
take the 13-mile paved path that connects the 
Chain of Lakes through Minneapolis.  
    Later, warm up in the Marjorie McNeely Con-
servatory at the Como Park Zoo, a green oasis 
that’s one of the nation’s few remaining glass-
domed, Victorian-style gardens. Completed in 
1915, it was inspired by the glass palm house 
in London’s Kew Gardens. Find the fern room, 
where it’s easy to duck behind the lush foliage 
to steal a kiss.  
    Retreat in the late afternoon to Nicollet  
Island Inn, located on an island in the Mis-
sissippi River. With 24 guest rooms, the inn 
has the cozy ambiance and attentive service 
of a small European hotel. Dine at its onsite 
restaurant or venture to Forepaugh’s, a French 
restaurant housed in a Victorian mansion in  
St. Paul, a place to linger over a multi-course 
meal while gazing into your lover’s eyes. 
    The next day, dive into breakfast at the inn. 
Executive Chef Erick Harcey prepares tradi-
tional dishes with gourmet f lair, such as crème 
brûlée French toast, using as many locally 
sourced organic ingredients as he can. Then  
visit the Walker Art Center. Its current Valen-
tine’s Day-friendly exhibit, “Body Politics:  
Figurative Prints and Drawings from Schiele 
to De Kooning,” includes 50 works of art from 
two dozen artists, all exploring the theme of 
the human body. Consider touring the rest of 
the museum, which reopened in 2005 after a 

HOTEL WINNESHIEk  Within the rolling, 
wooded landscape of northeast Iowa hides 
Decorah’s Hotel Winneshiek. Completed in 1905 
and renovated 92 years later, the three-story hotel 
features an octagonal lobby with a stained glass 
skylight that serves as the hotel’s focal point. Dine 
on barbecued ribs at Albert’s, the hotel’s restaurant, 
before browsing Agora Arts, a gallery next door that 
displays work from 200 artists and craftspeople. 
 Decorah’s park system offers several choices for 
romantic walks. Scenic spots include Dunning’s 
Spring and Phelps Park, where you can watch bald 
eagles soar above the Upper Iowa River valley. 
Afterward, enjoy a glass of wine and dinner at La 
Rana, a bistro with a Mediterranean-themed menu. 

floor Dollroom. From its whirlpool tub, you can 
enjoy expansive views of the river valley below.  
 At the base of the bluff, explore Cable Car 
Square, where historic buildings house art 
galleries and stores. After shopping, head to Main 
Street to sample the award-winning vintages in 
the tasting room of Park Farm Winery, then linger 
over coffee and dessert at Café Manna Java. 
 Since cool jazz naturally pairs with hot 
romance, schedule your getaway during the 
Winter Jazz & Blues Festival, held Feb. 16–17  
at the Grand Opera House and several Dubuque 
nightclubs and restaurants. Doreen’s Jazz New 
Orleans, a band from The Big Easy, headlines this 
year’s festival. 

The ripening harvest at 
Park Farm Winery.

Hotel Winneshiek reopened in 1997 after a $5 million 
renovation that preserved its original brick exterior.
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Reserve 
your 
romantic 

getaway—or view other 
vacation packages— 
at AAA.com. Click on 
AAA.com/BuildYourTrip 
to customize your 
journey. Or, visit your 
local AAA Travel off ice 
for additional ideas. 
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renovation that nearly 
doubled its size. 
    At the end of the 
weekend, alas, you’ll 
have to return to the workaday world, but the 
intertwined urban and outdoor charms of the 
Twin Cities await you the next time the sparks 
of love need fanning.

STuCk IN TIME
Couples can enjoy a more remote and peaceful 
getaway to that most romantic of Midwestern 
destinations, Mackinac Island. The movie 
Somewhere in Time celebrated the island’s 
reputation as a haven for lovers, but couples 
have favored the destination for generations. 
Because no cars are allowed on the island, a 
19th-century atmosphere prevails. 
 While crowds of visitors f lock to the island 
in summer, the off-season belongs to the 500 
or so permanent residents and the small 
number of hardy visitors who relish the crisp 
beauty of a Michigan winter. A deep blanket  
of snow covers the island’s stately buildings 
and wooded landscape, lending a Currier & 
Ives feel to the island.  
 Access Mackinac Island by plane (round-
trip f lights cost approximately $50 and leave 
four times a day from St. Ignace on the 
mainland). Once you’re on the island, both 
skis and snowshoes can be rented from the 
Balsam Shop. You’ll need one or the other to 
get around. It’s all part of the winter charm. 
Savor the serene atmosphere on skis as you 
glide across 70 miles of groomed trails in 
Mackinac Island State Park. Some of the 
Midwest’s finest cross-country skiing is found 
here, with beautiful views of the Straits of 
Mackinac and island landmarks such as Arch 
Rock and Sugar Loaf.  
 While most of the island’s commercial 
establishments are closed during the winter, 
couples can enjoy planked whitefish at the 
Village Inn Restaurant and shepherd’s pie at 
Patrick Sinclair’s Irish Pub. You also can cater 
your own food through Doud Mercantile, 
picking up the classic lovers’ meal of peasant 

before you go

For hotel reservations, 
visit AAA.com or 
contact your local  
AAA Travel off ice.

CHICAGO
 Signature Room  

at the 95th  
312-787-9596 
 Second City 

312-664-4032
 Art Institute  

of Chicago 
312-443-3600 
 Chicago Convention 

and Tourism Bureau  
877-244-2246 

TWIN CITIES
 Marjorie McNeely 

Conservatory 
651-487-8201 
 Forepaugh’s 

651-224-5606 
 Walker Art Center  

612-375-7600
 St. Paul Convention  

& visitors Bureau 
800-627-6101
 Minneapolis Conven-

tion & visitors Bureau  
612-767-8000

MACkINAC ISLAND
 Balsam Shop  

906-847-3591
 village Inn Restaurant  

906-847-3542
 Patrick Sinclair’s  

Irish Pub  
906-847-8255
 Doud Mercantile  

906-847-3551
 Mackinac Island 

Tourism Bureau  
800-454-5227 

34  AAA january-february 2007

Bundle up during 
snowy walks and sleigh 
rides on Victorian-like 
Mackinac Island. 

Qbread, full-bodied red wine and aromatic, aged 
cheese. For lodging, book a room at Bogan 
Lane Inn, built in the 1850s and run by the 
mother-daughter team of Trish and Alice 
Martin. The inn’s bright and airy rooms, plus 
the crackling logs in the living room’s fire-
place, provide a cozy place to warm up after 
bracing walks outside. 
 Memories of your stay here are likely to be 
quiet ones: the sight of snowflakes falling 
against a backdrop of gingerbread-trimmed 
mansions, the smell of wood smoke wafting on 
the wind and the feel of holding hands encased 
in mittens. Love blossoms on Mackinac Island 
no matter the season, making this a Valentine’s 
Day getaway to treasure forever.   
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Writer Lori Erickson has shared many romantic 

valentine’s Day celebrations with her husband, Bob.


