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Just like in a restaurant, 20 percent 
of the total cost is a good place to 
start. The idea is to make sure your 
guides, drivers, and pilots all go 
home with some decent scratch.

Staying at a lodge? Don’t forget 
cooks and housekeepers. Just 
because their jobs aren’t as glam-
orous as the pilots’ and guides’ 
doesn’t mean they’re easy.

If you have a blast, kick in a little 
extra. These folks are working 
hard to show you a good time. 
You’ll be talking about the experi-
ence—not how much you tipped—
for years to come.

Always buy the first round of beers.
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How do you define “adventure”?
It’s an opportunity to go out and experience something 
unfamiliar, to take things into your own hands. It doesn’t 
need to be dangerous, but it might be uncomfortable.  
Effort must be involved—whether it’s psychological effort 
to stick with it, physical effort to, in fact, do it, or effort in 
the preparation, which can often be the most difficult part.

After so many years of exploring the world on skis, 
what still motivates you?
It’s really easy to turn back, whether it’s a small or large 
adventure. But when it’s over, there’s a great flash of con-
fidence that you had the will, the stubbornness, the drive, 
whatever you want to call it, to not throw in the towel. I 
think it’s a great feeling to come back to the trailhead or 
the house. It’s a warm feeling when you do something 
that you set off to do.

Advice for would-be explorers?
Get ahold of AMGA [the American Mountain Guides 
Association] and go discover. We don’t have the culture 
of the guided mountain experience in America like in 
other countries. It’s growing, but I think it should grow a 
lot more, especially with the amount of propaganda out 

there. The ski areas have these gates, guidebooks are 
being created, and the internet has all these sites telling 
people where they should go and what they should be 
doing. I think utilizing professionals is the answer. We 
have to be good stewards if we’re going to encourage 
this kind of experience.

What role does risk play in adventure?
Risk is very different than chance. In very few things do 
I say, “Well, we’ll just see what happens.” That doesn’t 
mean that there aren’t times that have a heck of a lot of 
risk involved. With more experience and more ability, you 
can get into situations that would be considered high risk 
but have very little chance involved. Risk is an incred-
ibly individual thing to talk about. I try not to deal with 
chance, though it can never be fully eliminated.

Are there any adventurers in the younger generation 
that you’re watching?
There’s a cool generation coming up the ranks. A lot  
of young parents grew up watching the films, and  
they’re way into ski touring and doing their thing.  
And now they’ve got children, and they’re teaching  
them what they’ve experienced.

HAVE MOHAWK, WILL TRAVEL.
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“It’s really easy to turn back.  
But when it’s over, there’s a great 
flash of confidence that you had 

the will, the stubbornness, the 
drive, whatever you want to call 

it, to not throw in the towel.”

GLEN PLAKE ON THE SPIRIT OF ADVENTURE.

 In Guides We Trust  
Follow these folks into the mountains.

Cloudsplitter  
Mountain Guides
ADIRONDACK MOUNTAINS,  
NEW YORK
With intimate knowledge of Adiron-
dack Park, one of the East’s largest 
wilderness areas, Cloudsplitter offers 
trips into authentic Eastern back-
country. [cloudsplitterguides.com]

San Juan Mountain Guides
SAN JUAN MOUNTAINS,  
COLORADO
SJMG offers private guiding, hut 
trips, avalanche courses, and 
human-powered pow skiing in Colo-
rado’s San Juans, one of the most 
beautiful ranges in the country. 
[mtnguide.net]

Extremely Canadian
COAST RANGE,  
BRITISH COLUMBIA
Specializing in Whistler-based 
backcountry excursions, Ex-
tremely Canadian also guides 
skiers in locales around the world. 
[extremelycanadian.com]

North Cascade  
Mountain Guides
NORTH CASCADE MOUNTAINS, 
WASHINGTON
NCMG’s $1,200 Backcountry Season 
Pass is sweet: a level-one avalanche 
course, five days of guided skiing, and 
gear discounts. Most trips are based 
on Washington Pass outside Seattle. 
[ncmountainguides.com]

It ain’t easy making it as ski guide in America. For many of these guys and gals, taking you into the mountains is just a side gig. And for full-timers, 
margins aren’t huge. Most do it for reasons of passion, not pocketbook, which is why a little extra from you goes a long way for them. Here’s a primer to 
guides and gratuity. Be sure to do it.

PSA: Tip Your Guides
How to and how much.

» Plake in his element: 
Chamonix, France.
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