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The Masque conference is designed around the art and design of Venetian masks and costumes. 

Throughout the history of Venice masks have been used for theatrical, social, political, and medical 

purposes. The mask holds a mysterious quality that is both dark and elegant, parallel to the history of 

Venice. The conference unveils the mystifying history of this beautiful city and the timeless masks 

that have been adorned for centuries.

The marketing of the Masque conference is aimed towards mask craftsman, costume and set 

designers, actors/actresses, design faculty, and historians. The sessions, speakers and events cover a 

wide variety of topics including the history of Venice, the use of masks and costumes in theater from 

multiple perspectives, and the processes of creating traditional Venetian masks. The conference is 

designed to offer attendees an adequate experience of the culture of Venice through the eyes of the 

mask.

The design elements of the conference, including the brand mark, symbols, imagery, color palette, 

and paper stock, were selected to communicate the principles of elegance, craftsmanship, and 

mystery while maintaining the appearance and atmosphere of Venice. This was achieved through the 

decorative patterns, fabrics and theatrical decor, tall and thin font treatment for the printed material, 

variations of line weight and scripted curvature in the word mark, and the use of black, white, gold, 

and red throughout the display. The handcrafted quality of the stitched program guides, along with 

the craftsmanship of the boxes, masks, and signature book, add to the old-world feel that brings the 

audience visually into the history of Venice.  The goal was to use these elements with precision 

throughout the printed material and space to create an elegant, theatrical atmosphere that the 

conference attendees would expect to experience during their time in Venice.

I selected the topic of Venetian mask and costume design through my interest in classical music and 

theatrical works. The social image of Venetian masks revolve around carnival attire, most notably the 

annual Carnival of Venice. I wanted to explore the darker history behind the mask rooted in 

depravity, gambling, promiscuity, plague prevention, and political anonymity. The drama of the 

masks and the interest for me is in the history. 




