
Welcome to the Big e
The Eastern States Exposition’s 

Largest   NE Fair

The Big E, the largest fair 
in the northeast, is home 
of The Big E Cream Puff 
and Craz-E Burger. It’s a 
New England extravaganza with 
top name entertainment: The Big E 
Super Circus, the Avenue of States, Stor-
rowton Village Museum, animals, com-
petitive exhibits,  rides, shopping, crafts, 
a daily parade as well  a Mardi Gras  
parade, and foods from around the world, 
for seventeen days each September.
Eastern States Exposition, home of The 
Big E, was founded by Joshua L. Brooks 

in 1916 when he con-
vinced the National Dairy 

Show to hold its annual 
event on the Exposition 

grounds. In 1917, the first East-
ern States Exposition took place. 

Brooks’ desire was to bring together all 
six New England states in one location 
to share ideas and improve regional agri-
culture. Brooks dreamed of having state 
buildings at the fair that would showcase 
the traditional and new products and  
attractions that make each New England 
state unique. It’s the last blast of summer!

Avenue of States
Take a stroll along the Avenue of States and see impressive replicas of each 
New England state’s original statehouse sitting on land actually owned by that 
state. Step into the past at the Historic Deerfield exhibit in Massachusetts. Learn 
about wildlife in the Maine building. Shop for a wide array of local products 
stocked at the Connecticut General Store. Find authentic handmade gifts in 
New Hampshire. Browse 
fine Rhode Island Coast-
line-inspired jewelry and  
much, much more!

Horse Show  
The first official Big E 
Draft Horse Show was 
held on the grounds of Eastern States Exposition in 1991. Equine enthusiasts 
and fairgoers alike loved the “All Hitch” show featuring a cavalcade of draft 
horses in dress harness. It was a passion poised to build and grow. This heavy 
horse extravaganza was moved from a weekday event to the weekend in 1996 
as a result of incredible interest and enthusiasm. Since then, appreciative and 
enthusiastic audiences have packed the 5,000 seat coliseum to see as many as 
30 six-horse hitches strut their stuff competing for hefty purses. Entries com-
pete head to head with each other in classes for carts, tandems, unicorns, teams 
and fours. The sea of horses, harnesses and wagons is a spectacular sight!

Storrowtown Village
Just a few steps from the bright lights and amusement park fun is Storrowton 
Village, which sends guests back to the nineteenth century with educational ex-
hibits, hands on displays, costumed demonstrators and docents. You’ll also find 

shopping, games for the kids, and delicious sit-down dining. 
There are wine tastings, religious services, taverns, a Sam 
Adam’s Brew Garden, and an apothecary. Immerse yourself 
in the culture of the 18th and 19th century.

Competitions
What’s a fair without some friendly competition?  The Big 
E has contests of all kinds, so everyone can get involved! 
Whether you are a participant or a spectator, The Big E has 
something for everyone.  Love cheese, wine, or cake deco-
rating?  There are  competitions for those.  There are also 
contests for production livestock, native produce, creative
 arts and cooking. Make sure you bring your best!

Shopping & Food
There are As Seen on TV products, massage chairs and weather 

vanes in the Better Living Center; pools, portable garages and 
wooden swing sets in Outdoor Exhibits; pottery, stained 
glass and beautiful jewelry at Craft Common. While at 
The Big E, pick up a copy of the official Big E Program and  

Coupon Book for even more great deals! Great deals await!

Other Attractions
Comcast Arena Stage:  
Located in The Big E’s 
Outdoor Arena this is the 
site for the Fair’s major 
concerts! With seating for 
over 6,000, this venue 
provides a large open-air 
location for performances 
by top-name talent during 
weekends.
Butter Sculpture: Butter 
artist in-residence Jim Victor, dressed warmly and 
armed with a myriad of sculpting tools, takes to 
our specially designed cooler under the Mallary  
Rotunda, where he will sculpt an original piece of 
art from more than 600 pounds of butter donated 
by Agrimark/ Cabot Creamery.
Maximum Velocity BMX Stunt Show: Maximum 

Velocity is a professional stunt team that will astound audiences with the high 
flying, thrilling stunts of freestyle BMX bicycling and motorcross.
Mardi Gras and daily parades:  The daily parade of Big E contingents, animals 
and  bands starts at 5pm Monday-Friday, and combines with Mardi Gras floats. 


