
later the first bridge across the Halifax was begun, a railroad
spur that would take passengers to the new Hotel Ormond.

Ormond died in 1892 but the “Coast railroad” he had
imagined, the Florida East Coast Railway, was soon taking
travelers from Jacksonville to Miami. It continued to do so until
1968, when passenger service was suspended. Oddly enough,
as I write this (June, 2010), the federal Amtrak rail service is
meeting with state officials about bringing passenger trains back. 
If the Amtrak deal materializes, and the city of Ormond by some
chance gets a new depot, I suggest we dedicate it to James
Ormond III, emphasis on the III. We could have a plaque with
a bronze relief portrait and an inscription explaining, accurately
this time, his place in history. Perhaps the plaque could include,
as a kind of city motto, what Ormond wrote to John Anderson
on the last page of Reminiscences: “Why not, John? . . . Why
not?”
* Another sign problem. The plaque beneath the Fairchild Oak
includes the line: “This tree has gladdened man’s heart for 2000
years.” Experts agree, however, that it cannot be older than 800
or., most say, 400 years. 
For further information:
Alice Strickland, The Valiant Pioneers (Center Printing Co.,
Miami, Fl., 1963).
Alice Strickland, Ormond-on-the-Halifax: A Centennial History of
Ormond Beach, Florida: 1880-1980 (Southeast Printing and
Publishing Co., Holly Hill, 1980).
Elizabeth F. Smith, ed., The Reminiscences of James Ormond (The
Magnolia Monthly Press: Crawfordville, Fla., 1966).

Several on-line sources have information about the Ormond
family and the city’s history, but my recommendation is to visit
the MacDonald House Welcome Center and Museum, 38 East
Granada Boulevard, home of the Ormond Beach Historical
Society. The portraits of James I and III are in the Anderson-
Price building on Beach Street. There is no known portrait of
James II. 
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View  of Tomoka River

Colonel Dummett's Sugar & Rum  Processing Plant


