
Garden means the earth, then couldn’t this mean “take care of”?
Might it not mean that all living things are connected?

I’d like to think so. And I’m encouraged by the latest
human efforts to take better care of the Glades. Conservation
projects are progressing, and restoration of the Park will begin
in earnest in 2013. You can already see the results at the
Anhinga Trail where so many creatures, once thought to have
vanished, have returned. You can also find progress at the
Loxahatchee National Wildlife Refuge west of Boynton Beach
where the mechanics of water preservation are at work and
where endangered wildlife is protected. Visitors there can walk
through a cypress swamp or take a virtual airboat tour to learn

what will happen if we don’t take action. At the same time,
throughout south Florida, schools and parks are offering
children ecology tours and other environmental education
programs. 

In Homestead it’s not just a matter of water supply; there
are other practical economic reasons for preservation and
restoration of the Glades. Just ask Rex at the Redland Hotel
or the owners of the many fine restaurants in town. Tourists
don’t come here by the
thousands to see tomato fields
and a spreading megalopolis.
They come to see, pythons
notwithstanding, a unique
natural wonder. If it goes, so
do the tourists.

There is much to be done,
and I’m doing my bit here by
preaching. My sermon: go to
Everglades National Park
(winter is the best time).
You’ll see why you need to get
involved in saving it. The task, may I say, is of Biblical
proportions.
Everglades National Park. 305-242-7700 www.nps.gov/ever 
A.R.M. Loxahatchee National Wildlife Refuge. 561-734- 8303
(Visitor Center) http://Loxahatchee.fws.gov
The Redland Hotel. 1-800-595-1904 or 1-305-246-1904
www.redlandhotel.com
Sources: *Michael Grunwald. The Swamp: The Everglades,
Florida, and the Politics of Paradise
(New York: Simon & Schuster, 2006)
Marjory Stoneman Douglas. The Everglades: River of Grass
(several editions)
David McCally. The Everglades: An Environmental History
(Gainesville: University of Florida Press, 1999)
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