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the bathrooms. She estimates that she has either stage-managed or
acted in at least 250 plays. She has also served as the Board’s
President, Vice President, or Secretary. For Ernie Dyer, it all has been
a labor of love. “I met my husband there – which, of course, was the
greatest thing that happened to me.” Her late husband Jed designed
and built sets for the Playhouse.

Now, at age eighty-two, Ernie Dyer prefers to work behind the
scenes. Most recently she helped with the Cinderella Fair, which
was part of the 2010 Daytona Playhouse summer children’s
performance. 

Danny Crile presently serves as President of the Daytona
Playhouse Board of Directors. The first show he was involved with
was in 1976, and he has been affiliated with the organization ever
since. He was then a history teacher at Spruce Creek High School,
a position he held until he retired this year.  “It’s great to have more
time to dedicate to the Playhouse,” he says. “If something needs
immediate attention, I don’t have to wait until after school to take
care of it.”

Like Ernie Dyer, Crile was hooked from the start and is amazed
at how much they’ve accomplished. “We have some very talented
actors and directors in our community. Each season we present a
wonderful assortment of plays that are geared to the tastes of our
audience. We offer an excellent entertainment value at very
reasonable prices. The Daytona Playhouse is an important
community resource, and we take pride in that.”  

One of the most remarkable things about the Daytona
Playhouse is that it is almost entirely staffed by volunteers ranging
from school age to senior citizenship. Last season, approximately
130 volunteers put in over 13,000 hours. “There’s something for
everyone to do – if they don’t want to be on stage, they can help
out with the sets, work the concession stands or box office. We can
always use volunteers. Often we’ll have families all working
together,” Crile says.

The 2010–2011 season promises to be one of the best yet. The
six-show season runs from September through May and includes
comedies and mysteries. Ticket prices are $15 for adults, $13 for
senior citizens 55 and up. There are discounted rates for season
tickets and groups. This season, in an effort to bring more young
people to the Playhouse, all youth tickets have been reduced from
$10 to only $ l. Ghosts, by the way, are free.

In case you’re wondering, neither Danny Crile nor Ernie  Dyer
has ever had a ghostly encounter, but Danny says that he knows
many “sane and otherwise normal” people who insist they’ve seen
or felt a ghostly presence in the theater at some time. And Ernie
assures me that the ghosts only do good things “like someone being
whisked away just as a light fell.”  She says the most prevalent ghost
stories are about Pop Blyden, who was the Daytona Playhouse
Director for  several years and originally designed the Daytona
Playhouse. “He died the year the theater opened. So we all say that
Pops never left the theater.”

The Daytona Playhouse is located at 100 Jessamine Boulevard in
Daytona Beach. For information about upcoming shows, tickets,
auditions, and/or volunteer opportunities, visit their website at
www.daytonaplayhouse.org or call 386-255-2431.
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