


UDGAM SCHOOL
FOR CHILDREN

July 2013

USFC JULY NEWS BULLETIN

July saw the children settling down in school. They became engrossed in academics and various activities 
amidst the intermittent rains. The excitement on rainy days was palpable among children of all age 
groups. Let us take a look at a few happenings of this month. 
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groups. Let us take a look at a few happenings of this month. 

Quizzes Galore:
1. Inter-class quiz competitions for Class 7 based on 
'Ramayana' and for Class 8 based on 'Mahabharata' were 
conducted. 
2. Derek’s Faster Smarter Better Challenge – An exciting 
quiz was organised by Derek O' Brien's group in school 
for Classes 6th, 7th, 8th and 9th.

Apurv Kharidia Memorial Prize:
Apurv Kharidia Memorial Prize, instituted in the memory 
of an ex-Udgamite,  was awarded to Dhruvi Shah, topper 
of Class 12 Commerce.

SOF Awards:
Udgam School has been consistently conducting the 
Olympiad Exams for Cyber, Science, Mathematics and 
English. 

Shantanu Patel of Class 11 and Shanay Shah of Class 4 
received special awards for outstanding performance. 
Mrs. Dhanya Ramachandran, the IMO coordinator, was 
also awarded for the performance of the participants.

The other participants were also awarded for their 
performance.

Swimming Celebrity:
Maana Patel of class 9 A entered history by breaking all 
previous records in 100m backstroke event. She clocked 
1.05.67 in the group II (age 13-14) category to claim the 
gold in the 40th Junior National Aquatic Championship in 
Hyderabad. She was also felicitated by NCC Gujarat and 
inducted in the National Cadet Corps (NCC). 

NEW COMPUTER LAB: 
A new Hi-Tech computer Lab was started with a capacity 
of 40 students. It is spacious as the computers installed 
are “All in One Desktops”, which makes the lab 
welcoming and accommodating. Also the earlier 
computer lab was upgraded.

Guru Purnima: 
Guru Purnima was celebrated on 22nd July. Various 
activities and projects were arranged to commemorate 
this day when children pay homage to their 'Guru' or 
teacher. Teachers spoke at length to their students about 
the importance of the day. 
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Blissful Rain Blissful Moments
 - Doyel Ganguly, Teacher 

Few days back, it was raining so heavily that 
it seemed Ahmedabad would drown in 

nature's bounty. I sat at my window watching the 
downpour and hoping that the electricity would come 
back soon. My little one was playing games at the laptop 
and I had absolutely nothing to do and yet I had so much 
work! I was making a list in my mind, half cooked dinner, 
clothes stuck in the machine and so on and so forth. I was 
restless and irritated and uttered to God, “Why did you  
pick a Thursday for such a downpour? Don't you know it is 
midweek and Thursday is the most tiring day and I am 
stuck for don't know how many hours?

And there it happened again! The huge lightning bolt and 
sound was deafening. It's as if God was smiling to himself 
and saying, “I am in a mood to play! I'll be raining thunder 
and lightning. Oh yes! Thunder and lightning!” It was 
actually a beautiful sight- scary but divine. For some time 
I forgot all my work and my irritation as I cuddled my little 
one in my lap who was scared and yet fascinated by this 
strange phenomenon. It was a brief moment where I saw 
God's beauty and his grace which is lost because I am so 
caught up in my life. Maybe God really wished for me to 
take a break, to relax and to enjoy every moment of my 
life. 

I made a silent prayer again. Thank you God for this rain! 
Thank you God for your grace!

AWESOME TEACHERS!!!
As usual the response from our teachers and staff has been very good. Space constraint has restricted the publication to just a few 
random ones.

Raindrops
 - Jayshree Bhave, Teacher 

Little little raindrops falling from the sky,
       Make my day happy, ask me why!

             Dark and grey clouds hanging from the sky,
Bang each other and then always cry.

“Here comes the rain” the wise men say,
All people are then happy and gay!

Kids get puddles to float their boats,
But suffer badly when get sore throats.

Isn't  it a pleasant sight to watch a peacock,
Taking a stroll with his graceful walk?

Grass is green and the breeze is so cool,
On days like this I love school!

Faith
- Bhanumati Avinash Chauhan, Teacher

Clouds heap upon clouds, and it is darkness. 
Ah! Why should I wait?

I must launch out my boat! I run to the river bank
Where the waves are wild!
I gaze
I feel the thrill passing through the air
With notes of the faraway song
The birds singing and the trees dancing
Offer a symphony that stills my mind.
I fold the paper to make a boat
With a message to whoever finds the boat
“Spread laughter and happiness”
Unknowingly I am happy
I sit back and see
How the waves toss my boat
I have a feeling
It will surely reach someone
And the message will spread.
Because I have faith. 

3



UDGAM SCHOOL
FOR CHILDREN

July 2013

Shubha Godbole 

After a hectic day, I got a little time for myself. 
I sat in the balcony sipping a hot steaming 
cup of tea, gazing at the overcast sky with 
dark clouds.   To my heart's pleasure, it 

started drizzling followed by a heavy downpour. I was 
deeply engrossed in my thoughts that waded through the 
sweet memories of my childhood days at Udaipur.

I spent 25 yrs of my life in Udaipur, a beautiful city set 
amidst the Aravalli ranges of Rajasthan, known for its 
picturesque lakes. The city experienced a very hot season 

O O
with an average high of 38 C to 42 C. Slowly the scorching 
heat of the summer months reduced the impact. The 
clouds rolled on in the sky, pouring hard. There was 
happiness all around. Rains, Rains, just impressive . 

Rains added more beauty to the elevated hills and the 
captivating lakes made a picture perfect backdrop to the 
city, grasping the attention of all with its charm. Everyone 
and everything looked fresh. There was greenery all over 
as though Mother Earth had draped and decked up. The 
sound of falling rain was pleasing to the ears but 
sometimes there were flashes of lightening and 
thundering followed by torrents for hours together. 

Whenever Udaipur experienced heavy rains, the schools 
declared a holiday. It was a feeling of exuberance as we 
enjoyed the continuous spell of rains with our family and 
friends relishing the hot tea, coffee and mouthwatering 
onion pakodas prepared by my mother . We peeped 
outside the windows or sat in the verandah listening to the  
pitter patter rain drops. No one minded the inconvenience 
of wet umbrellas, soaking shoes and wet clothes as rains 
were required for the city which faced shortage of water 
in summers. The lakes were the main source of drinking 
water.

I remember my father taking us to the Fateh Sagar Lake 
to see the milky overflow of the huge waterbody. The 
serpentile road besides the lake was one of the favourite 
spots for the localites and of course the tourists. The 
aroma of the hot desi corn sprinkled with lemon and salt 
attracted the crowd. People queued outside the kiosk of 
Omkar moong wada wala .The motor boats carried the 
enthusiastic people to Nehru Park, an island garden 
restaurant situated in the mid of the lake . Lake Pichola 
with its rippling waves added mesmerizing moments to 
the world famous Lake Palace Hotel and the Jag Mandir.

On any one of the weekends, we with our family friends 
explored the picnic spots on the outskirts of the city as the 
first spell  of rains added more beauty to the Ghat section  
of the famous Eklinji and Ranakpur temples which are 
hemmed in by the lush green hills of the Aravallis . The 
small rivulets trickled down the hills gave a fascinating 
blend of experience and imagination to the nature lovers.

I cannot forget those cool days with my parents and 
sisters at Udaipur. Whenever I get time, I take my parents 
and my family there to relive those moments and 
memories that  evoke us mentally to really appreciate the 
good old days .

REMINISCENCES OF CHILDHOOD -MAGNIFICENT RAINS
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RAIN RAIN COME AGAIN !RAIN RAIN COME AGAIN !
Rajvee Shah,   9 B

Swishing winds lifting tresses and the 
cuckoo's welcome notes inaugurate the 
monsoon showers. Yes, the rains have come 

like a blessing for us after the scorching heat. The 
trickling drops cool the surroundings and add a dab of 
colour everywhere. Bunches of violets and daisies blush 
at the passers-by from crevices. People roam in different 
hues of raincoats and umbrellas. Children are the first to 
respond to nature's call. They love getting drenched in the 
rain and playing with paper boats in puddles. Frogs croak 
on pavements and peacocks dance to the tunes of rain. As 
rain kisses goodbye, it leaves traces of greenery 
everywhere. 

Sweet and sour drops
What would be better than enjoying this feastful sight with 
a cup of coffee? The showers are often accompanied by 
people relishing dal wadas - a crunchy snack - at roadside 
stalls washed down with masala tea. Bhajiyas are an all 
time delicacy to be savoured during monsoons. While ice 
creams are a forbidden treat, there is more for the sweet 
tooth - piping hot chocolate. Fafdas are also being on top 
lists for breakfast during rains.  But while relishing  these 
items, one also needs to be careful as diseases spread 
quickly during rainy season. 

Nourishing all
Rain is an amazing phenomenon which nourishes all 
lives. The farmers cry is also answered with rain seeping 
into the parched land which means a good harvest. It also 
proves a panache for the water scarcity problem. All 
kinds of insects thrive during the rainy season. Water 
resources are filled up with rainwater. The cooling 
rainfall gives peace to the soul and carries away the 
summer winds. It is a life giving nectar for people from 
areas where there is drought.

Monsoon mayhem
While monsoons have their share of fun and felicity, they 
also cause troubles. Excessive rains cause floods and 
even a little bit of rage results in traffic jams and people 
being stuck. Water collects in various places which 
results in spreading of diseases. Children catch cold and 
fall ill very quickly. So during monsoons we should take 
extra care of our health and not allow water to stagnate. 
Food too rots quickly so we should have healthy food 
habits. 

Monsoon does cause a lot of troubles but even then who 
wouldn't say - Rain Rain DO come again!

AWESOME STUDENTS!!!AWESOME STUDENTS!!!

"We worry about what a child will be tomorrow, 
  Yet we forget that he or she is someone today." 
"We worry about what a child will be tomorrow, 
  Yet we forget that he or she is someone today." 

Thank you for all the wonderful writings! We could put in only a few randomly selected ones here. Priority has been 
given to the topic of the month, Rains.
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Welcome rain let me take a bow.

Rains make everything better

It soaked my garden, washed every plant

It was an incredible enchant!

The birds are dancing in the rain

Oh rain!! You took all their pain

The earth feels so blessed today

Promise me to come again.

RAIN, RAIN COME ON 

EARTH TO ME

RAIN, RAIN COME ON 

EARTH TO ME

Deekshita R Athreya,  4 C

Rain, rain come on earth to me

With a rainbow we can see

A rainbow with seven lovely colours

And more beautiful than a garden of flowers.

In the garden make the flowers bloom

And on earth banish all the gloom.

Make the flowers draw the bees

Water the thirsty earth as you can see

But don't pour so heavily

That we can't even go for a stroll

So, please pour very very lightly

With lightening shining very brightly

If you pour nicely

The saplings we sow will grow.

And we all will get food

Which will be rather good.

To you we will be grateful

If you will not be frightful

And please come again and again

But please do not cause us pain.

THE BEAUTIFUL RAIN THE BEAUTIFUL RAIN 

Tanay Hiren Thakkar,  4 A

I always wonder, I do wonder,

If the rains would come and visit me.

I'll splash in puddles and play with the raindrops,

And my friends and I will fly free.

Some say that rain stops the play,

But I would like it to come and stay.

Traffic jams and shops that have to close,

But it ensures that every plant grows.

Insects and birds have a lot of pain

They are not happy about the rain.

But it's a happy time for peacocks and snakes

They dance to the rhythm of the rain.

Don't lose heart if the rain slows down,

To a quiet pitter patter

The rain will come again

For now it really doesn't matter.

The sky will turn blue,

And the sun will shine bright.

And the rainbow will be smiling,

At you from its magical height.

RAIN...please come again!RAIN...please come again!

Shreeda Sheth ,  4 C

RAIN, RAIN, Ah! The rain

I wonder why you didn't come again

My garden in the backyard looks very dry

The plants are very sad and gloomy

They don't smile no matter how much I try!

Release your fresh water upon them

Maybe they will then shine like a gem.

The birds sit on the trees with a hop

They chirp aloud a desperate call

They think there is still a scope

Would you like to break their heart?

I don't think that act would be smart

Oh wait, what do I hear now?

Plip Plop...Plip Plop....Plip Plop...

UDGAM SCHOOL
FOR CHILDREN

July 2013
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UDGAM SCHOOL PRE-PRIMARY ACTIVITY

A VISIT TO THE PARK

Children of Junior and Senior K.G. were taken to a park near the school.  They pranced around, played games and enjoyed 
with their friends.  The pleasant weather and the greenery all around added to their joy.
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After the successful completion of Summer Camp, our school launched After School Activities (ASA) for 
our students of Classes 1 to 6 . These ASA are a good way to foster physical exercise and participation in 
extra-curricular activities beyond the school curriculum.  Watch the students involved in various 
activities like Karate, Cricket, Tennis, Badminton, Dance, Skating and Robotics. 

After the successful completion of Summer Camp, our school launched After School Activities (ASA) for 
our students of Classes 1 to 6 . These ASA are a good way to foster physical exercise and participation in 
extra-curricular activities beyond the school curriculum.  Watch the students involved in various 
activities like Karate, Cricket, Tennis, Badminton, Dance, Skating and Robotics. 

UDGAM PROACTIVITY CLUB- AFTER SCHOOL ACTIVITIES
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Sulbha Dave

Hi Readers,
 
With the rains finally here, a large range of delicacies to tingle your taste buds make their appearances. 
A very common sight in Ahmedabad  is the “BUTTA CART”. 

You may find vendors lugging around a charcoal stove, roasting the corn, applying masalas ,sprinkling lime juice and 
some happy eaters enjoying the warmth under the rains. I got my stock of fresh corn cobs and wasted no time in roasting 
them. 

You can easily cook corn in the microwave by first removing the husk and silk from the corn, wrapping the ear in a wet 
paper towel, and micro waving it for no more than five minutes. 

Let it cool down and enjoy! I would like to share a recipe with you, which you can make all by yourself.

BUDDING CHEFS

This is a new column for UM which deals with one of the best things in the world – FOOD! Inspired by  
Sulbha Dave, whose contribution is below, we plan to include many such easy and fun to make recipes in 
the forthcoming issues.

This is a new column for UM which deals with one of the best things in the world – FOOD! Inspired by  
Sulbha Dave, whose contribution is below, we plan to include many such easy and fun to make recipes in 
the forthcoming issues.

 Ingredients:                                                             

· One cup boiled sweet corn                                                           

· One tomato, finely chopped

· One onion, finely chopped

· Half cup crushed potato wafers (optional)  

· Half bowl sev

·  One spoon chat masala

· One spoon lime juice 

· Half  a spoon sugar powder

 Method:

Take a bowl. Mix all the ingredients in it one by one. 

Mix well and your tasty, tangy corn bhel is ready to tingle in 

your mouth. ENJOY!  
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RESEARCH REVEALS 

Aarzoo Daswani
Research Coordinator

“A project on Rains” was undertaken among the students. Different sets of questions were put to students of 
Primary, Middle and Secondary sections. Around 800 students participated in the study. The research idea 

was a surprise for the students as no prior intimation about the topic was given. Students had fun and were 
quite happy to be a part of this study. The survey result reveals the students' interests and knowledge about monsoon. 

Students seemed to have genuine fondness towards rainy season as: 
96% - liked the smell and sound of rain
90% - had tasted rain water and found the taste to be salty, sweet or pure
85% - had danced to the tunes of rain

Children of all age group happened to enjoy rains a lot. This is because, with rains the temperature generally drops 
adding a chill in the air, a time when peacock welcomes the spell of showers by opening its feathers, birds singing sweeter 
and louder. With rainy season also comes the rainbow season as rainbows are often seen in the sky. Trees look more and 
more green. Small children prepare paper boats and float them along a stream of water. Children enjoy jumping in 
puddles and watching frogs, snails and other water insects. The very fact of shopping for new raincoat, umbrella, and 
gum boots, every year, to combat the rainy season excites children. New seasonal vegetables and juicy fruits encourage 
them to eat fresh food.
 
However, rainy season is also not without troubles. Students did express that rain brings some inconveniences (Refer 
Table 1). Roads become muddy; rain water flows on the roads, many diseases break out, clothes, shoes and school books 
get wet, viral fever and cold spreads quickly, power cut, no TV and internet signal, low visibility, humid climate, no PE 
period are other concerns that children pointed out.

List of Problems No. of Response

Traffic

Mosquitoes & insects

Puddle on roads

Water logging

No outdoor games

Muddy water and dirty clothes

Slippery road

Health problem

Spread of disease

96

91

24

40

22

54

8

10

20

Table 1: Difficulties during rain
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RESEARCH REVEALS 

There were few questions on rain such as where does rain come from and how is it formed, have you heard about acid rain 
and can you explain it, do you know any poem in English on rain, when can rain be dangerous. To this, student responses 
are as below:

What is Acid Rain

42%

58%

Answered

Not Answered

When can Rain be Dangerous

How is rain formed?

18%

82%

Answered

Not Answered

41%

59%

English Poem on Rain

Answered

Not Answered
20%47%

Lightning & Thunder

Cloud Burst

14%

19%

Acid Rain

Flood

The last question of the survey talked about which places students liked to hangout during rainy season literally brought a 
smile on their faces. They were very happy to answer it (Refer Graph 1). Having cold ice cream, visiting clubhouse, 
spending time at farmhouse, staying at grandparent/friend house, going for long drives, enjoying rain near riverfront, 
beaches, swimming pool are some other options that students normally opt for. 
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PAINTINGS
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Aarush Singhvi 
Senior KG Sec F

Mrudani Hada 
6 F

Krisha Patel 
2 E

Suhani Neena 
2 D
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FUN TIME
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Use the picture hints to solve the crossword puzzle.Use the picture hints to solve the crossword puzzle.



I A C I F F A R T F I J K L G G A B 

B V D R M O S Q U I T O E S M N C D 

C Q C R R E T A W H A T I S U I E F 

D W O I A S E E P A G F T M K T G H 

E E F G L I G H T N I N G W R S I J 

F R F A G W N X C V B Z R S F E K L 

G T E T R O W C T G A P E E S V M N 

H Y E I E W F L O O D N E L D R D O 

I U R O A O E E Q A W M N D N A I P 

J I E N T W R B L M T H E D I H S Q 

K O W K U U E L E L H J R U W R E R 

L P R S T M E O E N U K Y P G E A S 

E A E A T R E C F I N F B P N T S T 

G O N U B O E K F T D U O E O A E U 

A Q D M E F O A O Y E C O S R W S V 

P S U V E F C G C A R K T T T N W X 

E U T Y F E T E T I P E S T S I Y Z 

E W X Y Z E O O O S D R E L L A E E 

S D F G H K H O H I N L O V S R U V 

 

UDGAM SCHOOL
FOR CHILDREN

July 2013

FUN TIME

14

Junkyard – Word searchJunkyard – Word search
- Nitya Bothra 8E
Search 20 words related to rains in the word search given below. They can be hidden horizontally, vertically, 
diagonally or even upside down.
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 Blockage      

 Hot coffee       

 Pests

 Strong winds                           

 Boots

 Irrigation

 Puddles

 Thunder

 Diseases

 Lightning

 Raincoat

 Traffic 

 Flood

 Mosquitoes

 Rainwater harvesting

 Umbrella

 Greenery

 Nature

 Seepage

 Water 
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Please send in all entries to  
newsletter@udgamschool.com 

or hand them over to your Class Teacher.

Topic for August

“India, My Country”
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A NOTE FROM THE EDITOR:A NOTE FROM THE EDITOR:

Blessings from above – yes that is what the rains bring 
for us! We all have different views about rains and 
enjoy it in our own ways. I have tried to compile this 

issue of Udgam Matters based on the variety of feelings evoked in 
our teachers, staff and students when the drops from heaven 
reach the earth. The dominant feeling has been poetry writing, 
quite unsurprising as the welcome rains do bring a poem in every 
heart and make us want to sing aloud. I hope you all like the new 
recipe section 'Budding Chefs' and 'Research Reveals'. A heartfelt 
'Thank You' to all who have contributed in the making of Udgam 
Matters July 2013.  

         - Sagarika Sahana, 
            Content Manager
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