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Summary:

The Patient Positioning Symposium is designed for Radiation Therapy professionals who are interested in learning about the 
latest practices and future direction of Radiotherapy. CAMPEP, ASRT, and MDCB credits will be awarded after completion of 
the symposium.

	 • Present an overview of the current immobilization techniques and technology

	 • Discuss challenges and issues with current immobilization setup techniques

	 • Acquire practical knowledge of the basic tools for evolving radiotherapy treatment options

Continuing Education Credits:

Continuing Medical Education Credits
Medical Physicists - Up to 16.5 MPCEC Hours: An application has been submitted to the Commission on Accreditation of 
Medical Physics Education Program

Radiation Therapists - Up to 15 Credits: An application has been submitted to the American Society for Radiological 
Technologists for designing of Category A continuing education credits.

Medical Dosimetrists - Up to 10 Credits: An application has been submitted to the Medical Dosimetrists Certification Board 
for designation of MDCB credit.

Thank you for joining us for our Sixth Annual Patient Positioning Symposium! We hope you find this symposium enjoyable as 
well as educational! Here is some general information that you might find useful during your stay:

Hotel Information: 
	 Disney’s Yacht Club Resort
	 1700 Epcot Resorts Boulevard
	 Lake Buena Vista, Florida 32830-8407
	 Hotel: (407) 934-7000

* You can find a detailed agenda and schedule on page 6-7.

Information
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11:00am - 12:30pm  Registration (Asbury Lobby)
Thursday, March 27, 2014

Symposium Agenda

Breakfast (Asbury Lobby)

Welcome and Introduction

A comprehensive review of technical aspects related to SBRT treatment of thoracic and upper 

GI tumors

	 -Indrin Chetty, PhD - Henry Ford Hospital

Immobilization Considerations for Prone Breast Treatments

	 -Keith Crowe, Treatment Aide Lead 

		  -Sutter Cancer Center, Radiation Oncology Services - Sacramento

Break

Prone Breast Treatment Update

	 -Julia White, MD - Ohio State University

A New Era of Intra-cranial and Head and Neck Treatment

	 -David Wiant, PhD - Moses Cone Health System

Lunch (Yacht Club Marina)

Immobilization Techniques in Proton Therapy

	 -Andrew Wroe, PhD, D.A.B.R. - Loma Linda University Medical Center

Patient Positioning Using an In-Room MR Imaging System

	 -Rojano Kashani, PhD - Washington University School of Medicine

Break (Asbury Lobby)

The Clinical Use of a Spirometer based Respiratory Motion Management System for 

Deep Inhalation Breath-hold Radiation therapy of Left-sided Breast Cancer Treatment

	 -Wensha Yang, PhD - Cedars-Sinai Medical Center 

Epcot Center

DIBH Workshop (Asbury A)
1:00pm - 1:45pm - Group A
1:45pm - 2:30pm - Group B
Wensha Yang, PhD & Jose Martinez, RTT- Facilitator

Head & Neck Workshop (Asbury A)
2:30pm - 3:15pm - Group A
3:15pm - 4:00pm - Group B
David Wiant, PhD & David Sterle - Facilitator

Proton Workshop (Asbury A)
4:00pm - 4:45pm - Group A
4:45pm - 5:30pm - Group B
Andrew Wroe, PhD, D.A.B.R. & Rene Velasquez
- Facilitator

Welcome Reception (Asbury Lobby)

SBRT Workshop (Asbury D)
1:00pm - 1:45pm - Group B
1:45pm - 2:30pm - Group A
Indrin Chetty, PhD & John Lohmiller- Facilitator

Supine Breast Workshop (Asbury D)
2:30pm - 3:15pm - Group B
3:15pm - 4:00pm - Group A
Jennifer Chavez, RT(R)(T) & Nathan Pell- Facilitator

Prone Breast Workshop (Asbury D)
4:00pm - 4:45pm - Group B
4:45pm - 5:30pm - Group A
Keith Crowe, Treatment Aide Lead & Tom Miklasz- 
Facilitator

1:00pm-2:30pm

2:30pm-4:00pm

4:00pm-5:30pm

5:30pm - 6:30pm

8:00 am

8:45am-9:00am

9:00am-10:00am

10:00am-10:45am

10:45am-11:15am

11:15am-12:00pm

12:00pm-1:00pm

1:00pm-2:00pm

2:00pm-3:00pm

3:00pm-4:00pm

4:00pm-4:30pm

4:30pm-5:30pm

5:30pm

Friday, March 28, 2014
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Breakfast (Asbury Lobby)

Unconventional Immobilization Devices and Setups

	 -Tneisha Haddock, BS, RT(R)(T) - Duke University Hospital

In Search for the Ideal Proton Therapy Immobilizer - Evaluation Study of Intracranial Immobilizer

	 -Omar Zeidan, PhD, D.A.B.R. - UF Health Cancer Center at Orlando Health

Therapist Perspective on Treatment Delivery (Past/Present/Future)

	 -Maryse Biron, M.Ed., RTT & Tricia Lamore, RTT - Fletcher Allen Health Care

Lunch (GH Salons I & II) 

Eradication of Ambiguity in Radiation Therapy - Start in Simulation Procedures

	 -Thomas Jozwiak, RT(R)(T) & Rediet Gebremichael, BSRT(R)(T)(CT 

		  - University of Texas MD Anderson Cancer Center

Brachytherapy Workflow in Radiation Oncology

	 -Doug Martin, MD - Ohio State University

Break (Asbury Lobby)

“It’s More Than Just Doing More With Less”

	 -Jordan Johnson, MSHA, BSRT(R)(T) - Thompson Cancer Survival Center

Orchestrating Better SBRT Positioning

	 -Keith Crowe, Treatment Aide Lead 

		  -Sutter Cancer Center, Radiation Oncology Services - Sacramento

9:00 am

9:45am-10:30am

10:30am-11:15am

11:15am-12:00pm

12:00pm-1:00pm

1:00pm-1:45pm

1:45 pm-2:45pm

2:45pm-3:15pm

3:15pm-4:00pm

4:00pm-4:45pm

Saturday, March 29, 2014
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Faculty

Keith Crowe, Treatment Aide Lead
Mr. Crowe is a Treatment Aide Lead at Sutter Cancer Center Radiation Oncology Services – Sacramento California. 
Responsible for Treatment Aide Department for 25 years, lead development of SRS/SBRT programs, IMRT Head 
and Neck, Prone Breast. Mr. Crowe has worked with multiple vendors to create many innovative, cutting edge 
immobilization devices. Mr. Crowe is responsible for patient positioning, is an enthusiastic caregiver and has 
extensive Clinical training in sterilization techniques.

Indrin Chetty, PhD
I am the head of the Radiation Physics Division in the Department of Radiation Oncology and I am responsible for: 
overseeing routine clinical operations, mentoring junior faculty members, facilitating new clinical and research 
projects, assisting with writing peer-reviewed publications, assisting with grant writing applications, and routine 
administrative tasks associated with leading a large group of 40 faculty, 31 physicists and 9 dosimetrists.  
My main area of research involves accurate estimation of dose to the tumor and surrounding healthy lung 
tissue during radiation treatment for patients with lung cancer. More specifically the methodology involves the 
development and application of an accurate algorithm (the Monte Carlo technique) for computation of dose in 
the patient tissues, by simulating radiation interactions within the patient. My experience in medical physics has 
spanned approximately 20 years, and much of my research experience over this time has been associated with 
the treatment of lung cancer patients.  I was the PI of a R01 grant from the NIH investigating better correlation of 
outcomes with MC dose calculation for lung cancer patients.  
I received my BS degree, with high distinction (equivalent of Summa Cum Laude), in Physics and Mathematics at 
the University of Michigan prior to attending the University of California, Los Angeles, where I earned both an MS 
and PhD in Medical Physics.  After working as a Medical Physicist in California while pursuing my PhD degree, I 
returned to the University of Michigan (upon completion of my PhD) where I began to apply the clinical aspects of 
medical physics with research in improving accurate planning and targeting of radiation therapy and assessment 
of response.  My research interests also include the use of image-guided radiation therapy (IGRT), which involves 
imaging of the patient’s tumor site and surrounding normal tissues at the time of treatment, with the goal of 
improving targeting accuracy.  
I am also actively involved in service related to our national organizations, the American Society of Therapeutic 
Radiation Oncology (ASTRO) and the American Association of Physicists in Medicine (AAPM).  This year I am chair of 
the ASTRO Radiation Physics committee.  In 2011 I served as the Scientific Program Chair for the annual meeting of 
the AAPM.  I am actively engaged in education in Radiation Oncology at the national level.  I served for 6 years as 
the physics program chair for the ASTRO Spring Refresher Course, which is a national course focusing on clinical, 
physics and biology education for residents training in the field of Radiation Oncology.  I am also currently serving 
as the Physics Chair for the ASTRO State-of-the-Art meeting, which focuses on the use of the latest technologies in 
IMRT, IGRT, SBRT and particle therapies in the routine clinical setting.

Julia White, MD
Dr. White is considered the international authority in breast cancer as it pertains to radiation oncology. Her 
clinical research has helped define the field of breast radiation oncology. Dr. White earned her bachelor’s degree 
in biology at Rosemont College in Rosemont, Penn., and her medical degree from Michigan State University’s 
College of Human Medicine. Dr. White is the new director of breast radiation oncology at The Ohio State University 
Comprehensive Cancer Center – Arthur G. James Cancer Hospital and Richard J. Solove Research Institute 
(OSUCCC–James).   Prior to joining Ohio State, Dr. White was a professor in the department of radiation oncology at 
the Medical College of Wisconsin in Milwaukee. She also served as department chair and medical director for the 
department of radiation oncology at Community Memorial Hospital in Menomonee Falls, Wisconsin. Dr. White holds 
memberships in almost a dozen professional and honorary societies, including American College of Radiology, 
American Society of Clinical Oncology and American Society of Therapeutic Radiology and Oncology, while also 
serving on several editorial boards including Journal of Clinical Oncology and International Journal of Radiation 
Oncology Biology Physics. 
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Faculty

Andrew Wroe, PhD, D.A.B.R.
As a Medical Physicist and Translational Researcher I seek to bring together physics, medicine, engineering, 
computer science and biology in developing advancements in radiation medicine. Specifically I am interested 
in developments in proton therapy including patient immobilization, patient alignment, Monte Carlo simulations, 
beam delivery, dosimetry and imaging. I obtained my undergraduate and graduate training in medical physics 
from the University of Wollongong in Australia. This training had a large laboratory and clinical component, which 
focused on multidisciplinary solutions to overcoming challenges in medical physics. During the course of my PhD 
studies I spent a total of 18 months in the US completing research at a number of institutions including the US 
Naval Academy, Brookhaven National Laboratory, Loma Linda University Medical Center, Massachusetts General 
Hospital and the Harvard School of Medicine. This research was sponsored in part by a Fulbright Scholarship, 
which I was fortunate enough to be awarded with in 2005.  

Since 2007 I have been employed as a Medical Physicist and Associate Director of Translational Research within 
the Department of Radiation Medicine at the James M. Slater MD Proton Treatment and Research Center. This 
posting is excellent as it allows me to use a multi-disciplinary approach to progressing proton therapy and in turn 
pass my knowledge onto students. Additionally I am an Assistant Professor at the Loma Linda University School of 
Medicine, and Honorary Fellow at the Centre for Medical Radiation Physics at the University of Wollongong.

David Wiant, PhD
Dr. Wiant Dr. earned his bachelor’s degree in physics from the Department of Physics Kenyon College, Gambier 
Ohio, and received his PHD from the Department of Physics Kent State University, Kent, OH. Dr. Wiant is currently a 
Senior Physicist, in the Department of Radiation Oncology Cone Health System, Greensboro, NC. Dr. Wiant received 
the prestige’s Otto Lehmann Award in Karlsruhe Germany, one of only two major international dissertation awards 
in the field of liquid crystal technology; the annual honor recognizes young scientists for outstanding thesis or 
dissertation work. This is the first time the award has gone to a doctoral candidate in the United States.  Dr. Wiant 
holds Professional Certifications in American Board of Radiology–Therapeutic Medical Physics and the Authorized 
Medical Physicist, North Carolina.

Wensha Yang, PhD
Dr. Yang earned her bachelor’s degree in (Chemistry and Materials) from the University of Science and Technology 
of China, and received her Ph.D. in (Material Chemistry, Minor in Analytical Chemistry) from the University 
of Wisconsin-Madison. Dr. Yang is currently a Medical Physicist, in the Department of Radiation Oncology at 
Cedars-Sinai Medical Center, Los Angeles, California. Prior to joining Cedars-Sinai Medical Center, Dr. Yang was 
an Assistant Professor in the Department of Radiation Oncology at the University of Virginia. Dr. Yang holds 
memberships in several professional and honorary societies, including ASTRO, AAPM, Sigma Xi, Materials 
Research Society and American Chemical Society, while also serving on the Head and Stereotactic Body, 
Radiotherapy SBRT Committee at the Department of Radiation Oncology, Cedars-Sinai.

Rojano Kashani, PhD
Dr. Kashani earned her bachelors’ degree in Electrical Engineering from the University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, 
MI, and received her Masters and PhD degrees in Nuclear Engineering and Radiological Sciences. Dr. Kashani 
completed her Medical Physics Residency in Radiation Oncology at the Washington University School of Medicine; 
St. Louis, MO. Dr. Kashani is currently an Instructor in Radiation Oncology in the Washington University School of 
Medicine, St. Louis, MO, while also serving as the Chief of Stereotactic Body Radiation Therapy Service.  Dr Kashani 
is board certified by the Therapeutic Medical Physics (American Board of Radiology), and some of the arrears of 
clinical interest include Stereotactic Body Radiotherapy,  Deformable Image Registration and Adaptive Therapy.
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Omar Zeidan, PhD, D.A.B.R.
Omar Zeidan received his doctorate in nuclear physics from the University of Tennessee in 2002.   He then joined 
the Department Of Radiation Oncology, University of FL, as a research associate followed by a residency in 
radiotherapy physics at the Johns Hopkins Oncology Center in Baltimore. Between 2005 and 2010 he was a staff 
physicist at M.D. Anderson Cancer Center Orlando. Between 2010 and 2013 he was the Director of Medical Physics 
and Corporate Radiation Safety Officer for the proton therapy center in Oklahoma City. He recently joined back 
M.D. Anderson Cancer Center Orlando as Chief of Proton Therapy Physics.  His main clinical and research interests 
include Proton Therapy, Intensity and image-guided radiotherapy (IGRT). 

Maryse Biron, M.Ed., RTT
Maryse Biron is a Radiation Therapist at Fletcher Allen Health Care and the Clinical Coordinator for the University 
Of Vermont in Burlington, Vermont.  She received her undergraduate degree from the University of Vermont and 
her Master’s in Education from St. Michael College.  Maryse has over 28 years experience in the field radiation 
oncology. Maryse works in radiation oncology as a senior therapist at Fletcher Allen Health Care. Maryse is also 
responsible for the radiation therapy student’s clinical education and internships.  Maryse is currently working with 
the University of Vermont to establish the use of a Clinical Simulation Lab using a “Vertual” Linac to enhance the 
clinical education of the radiation therapy students.

Tricia Lamore, RTT
Tricia Lamore is a Radiation Therapist at Fletcher Allen Health Care in Burlington, Vermont. She received her 
AS degree from the University of Vermont. She has over 20 years of experience in radiation therapy.  One of 
her specialties is CT simulation.  She has been a key part of implementing new technologies in her department 
including new treatment devices and new immobilization. She was on the team that helped bring on SABR and 
Frameless SRS. She plays a very active role in teaching the students and has been named clinical instructor of the 
year several times. She loves being a team player and is always up for a new challenge!

Tneisha Haddock, BS, RT(R)(T)
Tneisha M. Haddock is a radiation therapist Level II at Duke University Hospital in Durham, NC.  She graduated 
from East Carolina University with a Bachelor of Science degree in Exercise and Sport Science with a concentration 
in Exercise Physiology in 2002.  At Pitt Community College, she studied Radiography and graduated with an 
Associates of Arts degree in 2007 and in 2008 graduated with a diploma in Radiation Therapy.  She has been 
an employee at Duke since August 2008.  She is a lead CT Simulation therapist, member of the Falls and Safety 
Committees, and a departmental preceptor for prospective radiation therapy students.
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Faculty

Jordan Johnson, MSHA, BSRT(R)(T)
Jordan Johnson is the Director of Cancer Center for CMC Regional Hospital as a joint venture with Thompson 
Cancer Survival Center. He graduated Magna Cum Laude in 2007 with a Baccalaureate in Radiologic Technology 
from the University of Louisiana and in 2008, received a second Baccalaureate in Radiation Therapy from the 
University of Texas MD Anderson. Jordan recently completed his Master’s degree in Healthcare Administration 
from the University of St. Francis.
Jordan worked as a radiation therapist at Duke University Hospital for 4 years, in addition to having previously 
worked in diagnostic imaging, CT, and MRI. He serves as a site visitor for the JRCERT, is an ASRT grassroots 
member, in 2010 represented North Carolina at RT in DC, is the Vice Chairman, and the Region 6 team leader for 
the ASRT’s CRTA Committee.
Jordan enjoys helping patient’s through their journey with cancer, mentoring students and advancing our 
profession. 

Doug Martin, MD
Douglas Martin, MD is the Clinical Director, Department of Radiation Oncology at the Arthur G. James Cancer 
Hospital and Richard J. Solove Research Institute and Associate Professor, The Ohio State University College of 
Medicine coming to Columbus, OH in 2006. He completed residency training at the University of Iowa in 1995. 
After residency he served in the U.S. Navy on active duty until 2002. He then joined the Lexington Clinic in 
Lexington, KY and served as Radiation Oncology Department Head from 2003-2006. At Ohio State, he leads the 
department’s brachytherapy program with a focus on genitourinary and gynecologic malignancies. He is also on 
the transition task force involved in the design and planning for the “New James Cancer and Critical Care Tower”, a 
1.1 billion dollar, 1 million square feet facility set to open for patient care in December 2014. The radiation oncology 
department takes up the entire second floor and has a fully operational brachytherapy suite with direct access 
to MR imaging during procedures. He will review current and future workflow for radiation therapy brachytherapy 
procedures performed at his institution. 

Thomas Jozwiak, RT(R)(T)
Mr. Jozwiak is a Radiation staff Therapist at UT MD Anderson Radiation Oncology Department. Mr. Jozwiak 
graduated from UT MD ANDERSON CANCER CENTER SCHOOL OF HEALTH & SCIENCES with a BS Radiation 
Therapy, and is currently attending ASHFORD UNIVERSITY for his Masters in MHA. During his tenure at UT MD 
Anderson, he has become very experienced with BAT, CT on rails, 4D console, Primus, Aqusim, PET CT, OBI, Gated 
breathing treatments. Mr. Jozwiak is a member of the American Registry of Radiologic Technologists and the 
American Society of Radiologic Technologists.

Rediet Gebremichael, BSRT(R)(T)(CT)
Mr. Gebremichael is a Radiation staff Therapist at UT MD Anderson Radiation Oncology Department with eight 
years of practical clinical experience. Mr. Gebremichael graduated from University of Texas Houston, Texas with 
a BS Radiation Therapy, and is currently assisting physicians on elaborate and technical procedures such as 
simulation, ISO center placement for proton treatments and photon treatments. Mr. Gebremichael is a member of 
the American Registry of Radiologic Technologists and the American Society of Radiologic Technologists.
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Friday, March 28, 2014

9:00am - 10:00am

Indrin Chetty, PhD

A comprehensive review of technical aspects related to SBRT 
treatment of thoracic and upper GI tumors
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Friday, March 28, 2014

10:00am - 10:45am 

Keith Crowe, Treatment Aide Lead

Immobilization Considerations for Prone Breast Treatments
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Friday, March 28, 2014

12:00pm - 1:00pm

David Wiant, PhD

A New Era of Intra-cranial and Head and Neck Treatment



42

David Wiant, PhD



43

12:00pm - 1:00pm
A New Era of Intra-cranial and Head and Neck Treatment



44

David Wiant, PhD



45

12:00pm - 1:00pm
A New Era of Intra-cranial and Head and Neck Treatment



46

David Wiant, PhD



47

12:00pm - 1:00pm
A New Era of Intra-cranial and Head and Neck Treatment



48

David Wiant, PhD



49

12:00pm - 1:00pm
A New Era of Intra-cranial and Head and Neck Treatment



50

David Wiant, PhD



51

12:00pm - 1:00pm
A New Era of Intra-cranial and Head and Neck Treatment



52

David Wiant, PhD



53

Notes



54



5555

Friday, March 28, 2014

2:00pm - 3:00pm

Andrew Wroe, PhD, D.A.B.R.

Immobilization Techniques in Proton Therapy
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Friday, March 28, 2014

3:00pm - 4:00pm

Rojano Kashani, PhD

Patient Positioning Using an In-Room MR Imaging System
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Friday, March 28, 2014

4:30pm - 5:30pm

Wensha Yang, PhD

The Clinical Use of a Spirometer based Respiratory Motion Management 
System for Deep Inhalation Breath-hold Radiation therapy of Left-sided 

Breast Cancer Treatment
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therapy of Left-sided Breast Cancer Treatment
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Saturday, March 29, 2014

9:45am - 10:30am

Tneisha Haddock, BS, RT(R)(T)

Unconventional Immobilization Devices and Setups
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Saturday, March 29, 2014

10:30am - 11:15am

Omar Zeidan, PhD, D.A.B.R.

In Search for the Ideal Proton Therapy Immobilizer - 
Evaluation Study of Intracranial Immobilizer
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Saturday, March 29, 2014

11:15am - 12:00pm

Maryse Biron, M.Ed., RTT & Tricia Lamore, RTT

Therapist Perspective on Treatment Delivery (Past/Present/
Future)
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Saturday, March 29, 2014

1:00pm - 1:45pm

Thomas Jozwiak, RT(R)(T) & Rediet Gebremichael, BSRT(R)(T)(CT)

Eradication of Ambiguity in Radiation Therapy – Start in 
Simulation Procedures
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Saturday, March 29, 2014

1:45pm - 2:45pm

Doug Martin, MD

Brachytherapy Workflow in Radiation Oncology
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Saturday, March 29, 2014

3:15pm - 4:00pm

Jordan Johnson, MSHA, BSRT(R)(T) 

“It’s More Than Just Doing More with Less”
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Saturday, March 29, 2014

4:00pm - 4:45pm

Keith Crowe, Treatment Aide Lead

Orchestrating Better SBRT Positioning
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