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WILL
YOU
MISS
JERRY?
46th annual MDA Labor Day Telethon
will be first without Lewis as host
By FRAZIER MOORE • The Associated Press

N

o one would sniff at all the dollars Jerry Lewis raised for muscular
dystrophy: a couple of billion during his 45-year reign as host of
the Muscular Dystrophy Association Telethon.
But what kind of TV did he offer in exchange? The short answer:
Jerry put on a show like no other.

Labor Day this year promises to be bland by
comparison, with the 85-year-old Lewis now
banished from the annual rite he built from
scratch and molded in his image.
As if deflated by the absence of its largerthan-life host, “The 46th annual MDA Labor
Day Telethon” will fill just six hours (from
6 p.m. to midnight today in each time zone),
rather than the grueling 21 ½-hour endurance
contest that Lewis used to churn through with
his viewers in tow.
On this year’s broadcast (which, ironically,
will no longer be airing on Labor Day), a quartet of lightweights are standing in for Jerry: Ni-

gel Lythgoe (“So You Think You Can Dance”),
Nancy O’Dell (“Entertainment Tonight”), Alison Sweeney (“The Biggest Loser”) and Jann
Carl (billed as “an Emmy-winning journalist”).
Celebrities will include Celine Dion, Jennifer
Lopez, Lady Antebellum, Richie Sambora and
Jordan Sparks.
It might be entertaining. It might spur contributions. But as a media event, this year’s telethon can hardly match the display of wretched
excess Jerry Lewis guaranteed, especially in his
epic, unbridled prime.

When tragedy strikes, solace
can be found in the garden

RIGHT: Lewis stands in front of a countdown board after
announcing a record $51.5 million in pledges and contributions for the fight against neuromuscular diseases
Sept. 7, 1998, during the 33rd annual telethon.
ABOVE: Lewis sings “You’ll Never Walk Alone” as his final
song at the 1999 telethon.

Please see JERRY on 2C

Status of women true focus of book
“Caleb’s Crossing” tells the story of the first American Indian
to graduate Harvard through the eyes of a 17th-century girl.

W

hy is it that many memories that are shocking and
sad stay in the mind while
over time so many happy and loving
ones fade away?
It was Ladies Day at Bear Creek
Golf club. My cart mate, Maggie Molony, and I had finished playing the 7th
hole when a man raking a greenside
sand trap told us that a plane had just
hit a tall building in New York. We
thought it likely that a small plane
had again hit the Empire State Building. We played holes 8 and 9 and
proceeded on to 10. As we passed
the bag room, we were stopped by a
gentleman who told us that a large
plane had hit the World Trade Center.

File photos by The Associated Press

LEFT: Comedian Jerry Lewis speaks during a June 6, 1973,
news conference for the Muscular Dystrophy Association
Labor Day Telethon.
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Maggie and I looked at one another
and said in unison, “I’m going home
and turning on the television.”
The afternoon was spent sitting and
watching and crying. My husband,
Please see GARDEN on 2C

PICKS
Finding the perfect vintage T-shirt is no easy feat. Like searching for the one oyster with a pearl inside, it often means scouring dusty thrift stores and second-hand shops for hours, just to

GET THE BOOK
“Caleb’s Crossing,” by
Geraldine Brooks. Viking Books. 304 pages.
$24.95

ne of the most unusual graduates in the Harvard class of
1665 was a Wampanoag Indian by the name of Caleb Cheeshahteaumauk. A native of a small island
off the coast of Massachusetts, later
called Martha’s Vineyard, he was
the first American Indian to graduate from that college. Not until this
year did another of his tribe earn that
cherished degree.
This is a true story, but it is also
true that very little more than some
basic facts are known about Caleb.
One document, written in Latin, is
all that remains to attest to his accomplishment. The novelist, then, is
obliged to create Caleb’s story out of

DON MCKINNEY
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her exhaustive research into the period, what few facts there are, and her
imagination. I can think of no writer
better suited to this than the author
of “People of the Book,” the Pulitzer
Prize-winning Geraldine Brooks.
The narrator of this gracefully
written novel is the fictional Bethia
Mayfield. She is 15 years old but bears
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leave empty handed. But with a new design collection from
Target, looking timeless and effortlessly cool is as simple as
vintage apparel itself.
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