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SERVING THE LOWCOUNTRY • 50¢

More people than ever
vying for state permits
to hunt alligators 3A

74°

Crank up the A/C and grab
an umbrella just in case. 6B

USC heading to
College World
Series 1B

Realtors ask town to drop tax hike proposal
ON THE WEB

Supporters of the increase say
more money is needed to pay for
community priorities, such as improving the island’s tourist and recreational areas. Realtors who oppose
cut spending and drop a proposed
it say increasing taxes won’t help a
6.67 percent tax increase.
year, from 18.54 to 19.35. A home val- beleaguered real estate market, and
Town Council is considering a ued at $350,000 would be taxed an the town should cut spending while
millage-rate increase for next fiscal additional $11.34 a year.
also redeveloping the island.
By TOM BARTON
tbarton@islandpacket.com
843-706-8169

Click on this story at islandpacket.
com to see compensation for
A group of Realtors has called on Town of Hilton Head Island emthe Town of Hilton Head Island to ployees for the past three years.

Mayor Drew Laughlin favors a tax
increase and points to many comments during the fall mayoral and
council elections about the need
to invest in the island’s economic
development. The town has some
preliminary plans, which come with

WANT TO COMMENT?
Hilton Head Island Town Council will hold a
public hearing and first reading of its proposed 2011-12 budget at 6 p.m. Tuesday in
the Benjamin M. Racusin Council Chambers at Town Hall, 1 Town Center Court.

Please see PROPOSAL on 7A

ARIZ. SHOOTING AFTERMATH

The Associated Press

At left, U.S. Rep. Gabrielle Giffords is shown Jan. 5, three days
before she was shot in Tucson,
Ariz. At right, Giffords is shown
May 17 at a Houston hospital.

Giffords’
staffers
release
1st photos
By RAMIT PLUSHNICK-MASTI
and AMANDA LEE MYERS
The Associated Press

Photos by JAY KARR • The Island Packet

Please see PHOTOS on 7A

HIGH-TECH TRAIL
Bring smartphones to new Bluffton path
to learn about ecology as you exercise
▲ For more information on the
trail, go to www.
citytrex.com/
greenway-trail,
or scan this QR
code.

▲

HOUSTON — Two portraits of a
smiling U.S. Rep. Gabrielle Giffords
gave the nation its closest look yet at the
congresswoman’s remarkable recovery
less than six months after she was shot
in the head at point-blank range outside
a supermarket.
The pictures posted Sunday on Facebook were the first clear photos of the
Arizona congresswoman who rose to
national prominence after a gunman
opened fire on her in January as she met
with constituents in Tucson. Six people
were killed and 13 others wounded.
But the images left unanswered many
questions about her cognitive abilities
and when — or even if — she will be
able to resume her job in Congress.
“The image doesn’t tell us the inner
mental state or the brain itself, how
it’s functioning,” said Jordan Grafman,
director of the Traumatic Brain Injury
Research Laboratory at the Kessler
Foundation Research Center in West
Orange, N.J., explaining that many
brain-injury patients look good within
months of being hurt.
“What’s their social skills? Do they
have a nuanced sense of humor? Can
they participate in activities? All that is
what’s important,” asked Grafman, who
has not treated Giffords.
In one of the images, Giffords smiles
broadly and looks straight at the camera. In another, more candid shot, she is
grinning alongside her mother. In both,
her smile is largely unchanged, though
her hair is shorter and darker. The pictures give few indications she has been
hurt, let alone shot in the forehead.
Giffords’ aides said she could be released from a rehabilitation center later
this month or in early July. The idea was
to discourage a “paparazzi-like frenzy”
when she attends outpatient therapy in

Construction continues Friday near the north entrance to the Buckwalter Place Greenway Trail in Bluffton. Though the trail isn’t officially open — a ribbon-cutting ceremony will be held at 9 a.m. Wednesday — many joggers and bikers have already started using
the 1.35-mile nature trail.

The 1.35-mile
Buckwalter
Place Greenway
Trail in Bluffton
winds its way
through the
pines.

By ALLISON STICE
astice@islandpacket.com • 843-706-8138

W

ith the help of a smartphone, walkers and cyclists
can take a guided tour of
the new Buckwalter Greenway Trail
that wraps around Buckwalter Place
and learn about Lowcountry ecology.
All while getting some exercise along
the way.
A QR code at the trailhead of the
1.35-mile path allows walkers to plug
in their headphones as narrators such
as the Lowcountry Institute’s Kristen
Marshall Mattson describe the wet-

lands they pass.
Savannah-based company CityTrex
developed the mobile media application.
Buckwalter Place developer Matt
Green said the feature enriches the
experience of strolling through the
pine forests and along the man-made
lagoons.
“It educates people a little bit about
our ecosystem, and they can also hear
about Buckwalter Place and what we’re
doing,” Green said.
Please see TRAIL on 7A

More call on Weiner to resign as new photos surface
By ANDREW MIGA
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The secondranking House Democrat on Sunday
joined the party leadership in urging
U.S. Rep. Anthony Weiner to quit
because of his sexting scandal, a request the New York lawmaker has
sidestepped in favor of a temporary
leave of absence.

The Republican Party chairman criticized
Democratic leaders for
not taking a more forceful stand earlier on the
affair, which has overWeiner
shadowed much of the
legislative business on
Capitol Hill over the past week.
Weiner has acknowledged exchang-

ing messages and photos, ranging
from sexually suggestive to explicit,
with several women online. The latest to surface appeared on the gossip
website TMZ.
The photos posted Sunday were
purportedly taken in the House members’ gym and show a shirtless Weiner
with a towel around his waist and his
hand on his crotch. In one photo he

is naked and holding the towel over
his crotch. TMZ said the photos were
sent online to at least one woman.
Rep. Steny Hoyer of Maryland,
the No. 2 House Democrat, spoke of
Weiner’s “bizarre and unacceptable
behavior” in sending inappropriate
pictures to young women. Hoyer said

Please see WEINER on 7A
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QUOTE OF THE DAY

A local father of four will spend next Father’s Day as a published
patriarch. His essay was chosen from more than 90,000 entries to
be included in a collection of stories about fatherhood. 1C

“Nobody will ever win the
battle of the sexes. There’s just
too much fraternizing with the
enemy.” Henry Kissinger

