
Hunt for suspects 
behind ISIL suicide 
plot continues

MUNICH // German police 
yesterday lifted an alert of an 
imminent attack in Munich, 
hours after evacuating two key 
railway stations amid fears ex-
tremists were planning a New 
Year suicide bomb attack.

Officials said they were tipped 
off about an ISIL plot to strike at 
the southern German city short-
ly before midnight as Europe 
prepared to ring in the New Year 
in an atmosphere of unprece-
dented security.

European capitals have been 
on high alert since November 
when ISIL militants murdered 
130 people in a series of gun and 
suicide attacks in Paris, stoking 
fears they could stage further 
attacks over the Christmas and 
New Year holidays.

About 500 people were evacu-
ated from two railway stations 

in Moscow yesterday after 
police were tipped off about 
bombs being planted, RIA news 
agency cited an emergency ser-
vices source as saying.

RIA reported that Pavelet-
sky and Kursky stations were 
evacuated and said later that 
no bomb was found at Kursky 
after sniffer dogs searched the 
station. It did not say what had 
happened at Paveletsky station.

German investigators, acting 
on information from a foreign 
intelligence service, said they 
have so far failed to substantiate 
the Munich threat.

“Overall, I would say that the 
situation for Munich is as it was 
before this threat of attack,” 
Munich police chief Hubertus 
Andrae said yesterday.

Investigators had in hand the 
names of some of the “five to 
seven” suspects allegedly plan-
ning to blow themselves up at 
locations including Munich’s 
main rail hub and Pasing sta-
tion in the western part of the 
city, he said, but have not yet 
found any evidence.

“We have examined data re-
lating to these names, but at 
the moment we do not know if 
these names are correct, wheth-
er these people exist and where 
they are,” he said, adding that 
the suspects were allegedly 
from Iraq and Syria.

A large deployment of 550 of-
ficers overnight has now been 
reduced to 100, and Mr Andrae 
urged the public to “live as you 
did before”.

Nevertheless, the police chief 
refuted speculation that the 
threat was a false alarm, saying 
that “if there is such informa-
tion, we have to act”.

Interior minister Thomas de 
Maiziere thanked Bavarian au-
thorities for their action, warn-
ing in a statement that the se-
curity situation in Europe and 
Germany “remains serious in 
the new year”.

“Security agencies continue to 
expect a high threat stemming 
from international terrorism,” 
he said.
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Germany lifts alert after 
bomb threat to Munich

Tennis giant wins 
in three sets after 
two-hour battle

Osman Samiuddin

ABU DHABI // Rafael Nadal’s 
New Year resolution for 2016 
is probably a bit more urgent 
than the rest of us. After a dis-
appointing 2015, this year 
looms larger for him than it 
does for any other top tennis 
player.

But last night, he began 
the year as he often does, at 
the Mubadala World Tennis 
Championships in Abu Dha-
bi, where he is a two-time tour-
nament winner. And he began 
it with a victory.

It did not come easy, but 
come it did in front of a cheery 
and sizeable New Year’s Day 
crowd at the Zayed Sports City 
– the victim was fellow Span-
iard David Ferrer, beaten in 
three sets 6-3, 6-7, 6-3 in their 
semi-final.

At two hours and 23 min-
utes, it was the second-long-
est match in the history of 
the event, and the spectacle 
delighted the spectators, the 
majority of whom, judging by 
the smiles and celebrations 
after Nadal had clinched vic-
tory, were rooting for the 14-
time major winner.

“It was a great match, very 
tough physically, I had to fight 
a lot,” Nadal said.

“I’m happy to be in the final 
again and happy new year to 
everyone.”

Last year was the first in 11 
years where Nadal did not 
win a single grand slam title; 
he did not even go beyond the 
quarter-finals of the four ma-
jors.

The Spaniard, though, has 
the perfect chance to start 
2016 with a flourish today 
when he takes on Milos Raon-
ic – who beat Stan Wawrinka 
7-5, 7-5 yesterday – in the tour-
nament final this evening.
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Nadal faces Raonic 
in Mubadala final

Mall opens as usual 
but civil defence yet 
to announce cause 
of New Year blaze

Ramola Talwar Badam

DUBAI // Firefighters worked to 
contain small pockets of fire at 
The Address Downtown Dubai 
hotel yesterday after Thurs-
day night’s blaze engulfed the 
63-storey building.

Civil Defence workers perched 
on a ladder and trained jets of 
water at the flames, and teams 
inside the hotel checked sec-
tions of the structure where 16 
people were injured on New 
Year’s Eve.

Plumes of dark smoke poured 
from the building yesterday 
morning while flames were seen 
in the lower part of the building 
in the afternoon.

On his Twitter account, Sheikh 
Mohammed bin Rashid, Vice 
President and Ruler of Dubai, 
praised the emirate’s fire teams 
in fighting the New Year blaze: 
“Proud of our police, civil de-
fence and ambulance services. 
You demonstrated best in world 
capabilities last night.”

Royalty also played its part in 
the operation itself.

State news agency Wam report-
ed that Sheikh Saif bin Zayed, 
Minister of Interior and Deputy 
Prime Minister, helped super-
vise the operation to put out the 
blaze.

Sheikh Mansoor bin Moham-
med, son of the Ruler of Dubai, 
was photographed at the scene 
in a firefighter’s uniform.

Sheikh Mansoor later post-
ed a photo on Instagram of the 
fire crews, accompanied by a 
message thanking civil defence 
and police for their work in con-
trolling the fire.

Officials said yesterday they 
were trying to ascertain the cause 
of the fire.

The area surrounding the Du-
bai Fountain was blocked off 
and crowds of shoppers inside 
Dubai Mall were prevented by se-
curity guards from entering the 
outdoor zones.

“Sometimes it happens that the 
fire continues to burn because of 
air pockets,” said a civil defence 
official, who explained the spo-
radic fires yesterday.

Earlier yesterday, flames ripped 
through the glass facade along 
the building’s rim on the eighth 
floor and large chunks of debris 
fell as a fire burned on the 20th 
floor, where the blaze reportedly 
began at 9.30pm on Thursday.

More than 40 vehicles from Du-
bai Police and the civil defence 

were at the scene and a one-kilo-
metre stretch of the Sheikh Mo-
hammed bin Rashid Boulevard 
was blocked to traffic.

The Dubai Civil Defence team 
was joined by a German squad, 
which specialise in fighting tow-
er blazes, from Abu Dhabi.

Given the intensity of the fire 
and the speed with which it 
spread, the building was evacu-
ated with calm efficiency.

The broad efforts were coordi-
nated by the Crisis and Disaster 

Management Committee, head-
ed by Maj Gen Khamis Al Ma-
neeza, commander general of 
Dubai Police.

He told state news agency Wam 
that 15 people suffered “light to 
moderate injuries” and there 
was a heart attack.

“All injured were moved to hos-
pital and discharged later after 
receiving medical care, except 
for the cases of a pregnant wom-
an and an elderly man, whose 
conditions are stable,” he said.

Dennis Mallari, a Filipino pho-
tographer, was trapped on the 
48th floor while on assignment 
to film the New Year’s Eve fire-
works at the Burj Khalifa, which 
went ahead as scheduled.

“More than the heat from the 
flames, it was the smoke that was 
difficult to bear because when 
the wind changed direction, 
smoke covered the balcony I was 
on.”

Fire crews finish the job in Dubai

The Address Downtown Dubai seen from the Souk Al Bahar area 
at Sheikh Mohammad bin Rashid Boulevard. Firefighters Abdulla 
Hassan, above left, Sultan Ashor, Waleed Issa and Ashraf Khan rest 
after being first on the scene on Thursday. Sporadic outbreaks of fire 
hampered clear-up operations. Photos: Victor Besa for The National
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