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Follow these tips on fireworks, barbecue for a dog-friendly Fourth of July 2C

STRESSING THE IMPORTANCE OF

good handwriting
By JULIE DEARDORFF
Chicago Tribune

C

hildren are texting, tapping and
typing on keyboards more than
ever, leaving less time to master
that old-fashioned skill known
as handwriting.
So will the three “T’s” replace a building block of education? It’s not likely. The
benefits of gripping and moving a pen
or pencil reach beyond communication.
Emerging research shows that handwriting increases brain activity, hones fine
motor skills, and can predict a child’s academic success in ways that keyboarding
can’t.
“For children, handwriting is extremely
important. Not how well they do it, but
that they do it and practice it,” said Karin
Harman James, an assistant professor in
the department of psychological and brain
sciences at Indiana University. “Typing
does not do the same thing.”
Please see WRITING on 7C
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Student to spend year in Taiwan Literacy volunteers insist
SEA FOAM

“I’ll miss graduation
and prom and all that,
but I’m lucky that I’ll
get to do this.”

By JUSTIN PAPROCKI
jpaprocki@islandpacket.com
843-706-8143

Katherine Lattman has spent the
past four years studying Chinese.
Soon she’ll be immersed in it.
The high schooler is spending her
senior year abroad in Taiwan as part
of the National Security Language
Initiative for Youth program.
The U.S. state department funds
the program to provide opportunities for students to spend time
overseas to learn lesser-taught
languages. Students receive meritbased scholarships to cover most
costs of the trip, including meals
and lodging with a host family. The
program has sent students to Morocco, India, Korea, Russia, Turkey
and elsewhere.
Katherine was looking for studyabroad programs for her senior
year when she came across the
scholarship. She applied with little
faith in actually getting a spot. The
program is fairly competitive. More
than 2,200 students applied for 650
spots this year.
“I basically passed it off,” she said.
“When I got in, I was amazed.”
The 17-year-old daughter of John
and Ellen Lattman was born and
raised on Hilton Head Island, attending Hilton Head Preparatory

Katherine Lattman

EDUCATIONAL EXCHANGE
For more information about
the program, visit exchanges.
state.gov/youth/programs.

School for four years. She’s taking
her senior year with the South Carolina Virtual Charter School while
in Taiwan. By the time she comes
back, she’ll be a graduate.
She fell in love with the language
when she started taking Chinese
at Hilton Head Prep. She was part
of the first class to which the lan-

top tutor deserves award

T

Hilton Head Preparatory School
student Katherine Lattman

hanks to Joe Distelheim of
Hilton Head Island for sharing
the story of Elizabeth Toll’s
extraordinary volunteer work.
Joe writes:

guage was offered.
“I was looking to challenge myself,” she said. “It’ll be a widely spoken language in the future. I thought
I might as well learn it.”
She’ll live with a host family and
take classes at the Wenzao Ursuline
College of Language in Taiwan. Her
journey won’t all be schooling. She’ll
get a chance to explore the country
with trips off the island.
She’s spending her summer working to earn a little spending money
before leaving Aug. 15. She’s hoping
the experience will look good on
her application to Stanford University, where she’s wanted to go since
second grade.
“I’ll miss graduation and prom and
all that, but I’m lucky that I’ll get to
do this,” she said. “It’s a lot spending
a whole academic year over there.
I’m nervous and excited at the same
time. But I’ll look back and regret
not going if I don’t.”

Elizabeth Toll says she doesn’t
know why Literacy Volunteers of the
Lowcountry has named her Volunteer Tutor of the Year for 2011.
Let’s see if we can figure it out.
• She’s finishing her
fourth year teaching
English as a second
language with LVL —
“wrapping up another
Toll
wonderful year,” is the
way she puts it.
• She has volunteered to take on a
citizenship class, one-on-one with a
would-be new American.
• She brings 20-plus years of professional teaching experience to the role.
• “She’s so dedicated,” said Sharon
Black, director of LVL’s English literacy programs.
She’s at LVL’s Hilton Head Learning Center, where Toll teaches an
advanced class. “They seem to follow her. As they’re getting better, she

PICKS
Teaching a toddler to mix ingredients takes a multitude of
hands and that’s why the Ladybug Mixing Bowls, made
by Animal House, are so genius. The bowls come with
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wants to move with them,” Black said.
“They absolutely love her.”
The annual award goes beyond
numbers of hours and years of service, explained Nancy Williams,
LVL’s executive director.
Program coordinators look among
their volunteer tutors — 138 last year
across the Lowcountry, teaching
English as a second language or basic
literacy to English-speakers. They
look for examples of resourcefulness,
originality, leadership, persistence
and impact upon students.
What they found will result in
Elizabeth Toll being honored at LVL’s
annual International Literacy Day
celebration in September.

Please see TUTOR on 7C
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non-skid feet that help it stay in place on the countertop.
You need only keep your hands lightly resting on the bowl
instead of using a death grip. $29.99, www.target.com
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