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Enjoy the sunshine, but
avoid the breeze. 6B

SERVING THE LOWCOUNTRY • 50¢

Pet care has come a long way:
Hydrotherapy, massages
now offered for hurt dogs 1C

US military
extends airstrike
role in Libya 6A

BEAUFORT COUNTY PROPERTY TAXES

Officials seek ‘roll up’ clarification
ON THE WEB

ers, despite declining property values.
The county is required by law to
reassess property values every five
years. The next reassessment is
scheduled to take effect Dec. 31, 2012.
compensate for a potential propertyUsually, values increase during retax base decline after next year’s reSuch a rate increase could mean assessment, and the county reduces
assessment.
higher tax bills for some homeown- tax rates to bring in the same amount
By KYLE PETERSON
kpeterson@beaufortgazette.com
843-706-8147

To read the county’s letter to the
S.C. Attorney General, go to reportBeaufort County wants South er Kyle Peterson’s blog at blogs.
Carolina’s attorney general to clarify islandpacket.com/eyeonbeaufort
whether tax rates can be adjusted to county.

SYNTHETIC MARIJUANA

2 stores
ignore
military’s
Spice ban

of revenue.
But in response to declining values,
Beaufort County Council is discussing the feasibility of the opposite
— increasing rates to raise the same
amount of revenue. County officials
call it a “roll up.”
Please see ROLL UP on 11A

Quran
protests
spread
to east
Hundreds of Afghans took to the
streets Sunday in a third day of
riots to demand U.S. troops
leave the country.

STANDING OUT

By RAHMAT GUL and RAHIM FAIEZ
The Associated Press

JALALABAD, Afghanistan — Demonstrators battled police in southern
Afghanistan’s main city Sunday and
took to the streets in the turbulent
east for the first time as Western pleas
failed to halt a third day of rage over a
Florida pastor’s burning of the Quran.
An officer was shot dead in a second
day of clashes in the city of Kandahar,
said provincial health director Qayum
Pokhla. Two officers and 18 civilians
were wounded, he said.
In Jalalabad, the largest city in the
east, hundreds of people blocked the
main highway for three hours, shouting for U.S. troops to leave, burning
an effigy of President Barack Obama
and stomping on a drawing of a U.S.
flag. More than 1,000 people set tires
ablaze to block another highway in
eastern Parwan province for about an
hour, said provincial police chief Sher
Ahmad Maladani.
The violence was set off by anger
over the March 20 burning of the
Quran by a Florida church — the same
church whose pastor had threatened
to do so last year on the anniversary
of the Sept. 11, 2001, terrorist attacks,
triggering worldwide outrage.
The Afghan protests, which began
Friday, also appear to be fueled more
broadly by the resentment that has
been building for years in Afghanistan

By PATRICK DONOHUE
pdonohue@beaufortgazette.com
843-706-8152

Two businesses in Beaufort County
did not comply with a recent request
from local military commanders to
pull from their shelves synthetic marijuana that is legal in South Carolina but
prohibited to military personnel.
Sexy by Nature on Riverwalk Boulevard in Okatie and the Citgo gas station
on Savannah Highway in Port Royal
are off limits to local Marines and sailors because military officials say the
stores continue to sell the substance,
which is known by many names, including Spice and K2.
Joel Laboy, co-owner of Sexy by Nature, said he didn’t pull the substance
because it is meant to be burned as incense, not smoked like marijuana.
“It’s not meant for human consumption,” Laboy said. “It says that right
on the label. It’s mainly meant to be
burned like an incense. Banning someone from shopping here is like banning
someone from going to a Sherwin-Williams because some people choose to
sniff paint. If someone smokes this
stuff, that’s not my fault. That’s their
own idiocy.”
Laboy said he isn’t sure how the recent ban will affect his business, but he
expects it will have some impact.
Information on how much of the
substance the Okatie store typically
sells was unavailable.
Attempts last week to reach owners
of the Port Royal gas station were unsuccessful.
In February, six county businesses
were declared off limits to local military personnel for failing to comply
with a request in August to stop selling
the substance to anyone who looked
like a Marine or a sailor.
At the time, officials declined to name
the businesses to give them another
chance to stop selling the substance.

UNREST IN AFGHANISTAN

Please see PROTESTS on 11A

TALIBAN REAPS BENEFITS

JAY KARR • The Island Packet

A

ndrew Arnett, 5, helps navigate as his mother, Alayne, tries her hand at stand-up paddleboarding Sunday on the waters of the May River during Paddlefest at Palmetto Bluff. The
event, sponsored by Outside Hilton Head, included free kayaking and paddleboard clinics,
sandbar excursions and a paddleboard race.

One clear beneficiary has
emerged from the wave of riots
sweeping Afghanistan after
members of a Florida evangelical church burned a copy of the
Quran: the Taliban.
The insurgents, according to
Afghan and Western officials,
have been able to exploit the
ongoing tumult, using the riots as
cover for attacks against Western and government targets and
reaping propaganda benefits by
allying with popular fury over the
desecration of the Muslim holy
book.
Los Angeles Times

Please see BAN on 11A

GOP 2012 budget to propose more than $4T in cuts

WHAT IS SPICE?
Synthetic marijuana, known
as Spice or K2, is prohibited
to military personnel and consists of a mixture of herbs and
spices sprayed with a chemical
compound similar to THC, the
psychoactive ingredient in marijuana, according to the U.S. Drug
Enforcement Administration.

By DOUGLASS K. DANIEL
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — A Republican
plan for the 2012 budget would cut
more than $4 trillion over the next
decade, more than the president’s
debt commission proposed, with
spending caps as well as changes in
the Medicare and Medicaid health

programs, its principal
author said Sunday.
The spending blueprint from U.S. Rep.
Paul Ryan, the chairman of the House BudRyan
get Committee, is to be
released Tuesday. It
deals with the budget year that be-

gins Oct. 1, not the current one that
is the subject of negotiations aimed
at preventing a partial government
shutdown Friday.
In an interview with “Fox News
Sunday,” Ryan said budget writers
are working out the 2012 numbers
with the Congressional Budget Office, but he said the overall spend-

ing reductions would come to “a lot
more” than $4 trillion.
The debt commission appointed
by President Barack Obama recommended a plan that it said would
achieve nearly $4 trillion in deficit
reduction.

Please see CUTS on 11A
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QUOTE OF THE DAY

Stressed about tax time? Local organizations are offering
free help at several locations across the county. But don’t
put it off: The filing deadline is two weeks from today. 3A

“The great thing about getting
older is that you don’t lose all
the other ages you’ve been.”
Madeleine L’Engle

