
TAIPEI // At least 26 people died 
and 15 survived a spectacular air 
crash yesterday when a Taiwan-
ese passenger aircraft carrying 
58 people turned on its side in 
mid-air, clipped an elevated 
motorway and cartwheeled into 
a shallow river.

Rescuers used a crane to hoist 
the fuselage from the Keelung 
River as they searched into the 
night for 17 missing people.

Dramatic video clips taken 
from cars on the motorway 
showed the ATR 72 twin-engine 
turboprop jet as it pivoted on to 
its side. The wing scrapes over 
the road and hits a taxi before the 
aircraft crashes into the river. 

TransAsia  Airways Flight 
GE235 had taken off at 11.35am 
from Sungshan Airport in Taipei 
en route to the outlying Taiwan-
ese-controlled Kinmen islands. 

The pilot issued a mayday call 
shortly after take-off. 

Contact with the aircraft was 
lost four minutes after take-off, 
but weather conditions were 
suitable for fl ying and the cause 
of the accident was unknown. 

“This aircraft in the accident 
was the newest model. It hadn’t 
been used for even a year,” said 
TransAsia director Peter Chen.

Thirty-one of the passengers 
were from China. Wu Jun-hong, 
a fi re department offi cial coordi-
nating the rescue, said the miss-
ing people were either still in 
the fuselage or had been pulled 
down the river. 

“At the moment, things don’t 
look too optimistic,” he said. 
“Those in the front of the plane 
are likely to have lost their lives.”

Rescuers were pulling baggage 
from an open plane door to clear 
the fuselage and planned to 
build a pontoon bridge to facili-
tate those efforts. 

The aircraft’s wing hit a taxi on 
the motorway, injuring the driv-
er and a passenger. 

Taiwan’s ministry of nation-
al defence sent 165 people and 
eight boats to the riverside res-
cue scene, joining fire depart-
ment rescue crews.

It was the airline’s second 
French-Italian-built ATR 72 to 
crash in the past year. 

Forty-eight people were killed 
in the previous crash in the outly-
ing Taiwan-controlled islands of 
Penghu last July at the end of a ty-
phoon. The reasons for the crash 

remain under investigation. 
ATR, a French-Italian consorti-

um based in Toulouse, France, 
said it was sending a team to Tai-
wan to assist the investigation.

The ATR 72-600 aircraft that 
crashed yesterday was ATR’s best 
plane model, and the pilot had 

4,900 hours of fl ying experience, 
said Lin Chih-ming of the civil 
aeronautics administration. 

Although it is too early to say 
what caused the crash, engine 
trouble or weight shifting were 
unlikely to be the causes, said 
Greg Walden, managing editor 

for Asia at Flightglobal magazine 
in Singapore. 

Other possible factors include 
pilot error, inclement weather 
or freak incidents such as bird 
strikes. 

* Associated Press
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15 survive disaster that claims 26 lives 
after TransAsia fl ight clips a road and 
plunges into river shortly after take-off 

Freak jet crash shocks Taipei city  
Images from an amateur video of the TransAsia aircraft with 58 people onboard that cartwheeled over a motorway and plummeted into a river shortly after taking off  from a downtown Taipei airport yesterday. Reuters

Rescue workers try to extract people from TransAsia Airways Flight GE235  after it crashed into a river in Taipei yesterday. Wally Santana / AP Photo 

TOKYO // Police officers will 
take part in a marathon this 
month in Tokyo alongside reg-
ular runners, as it ramps up se-
curity after ISIL murdered two 
Japanese citizens. Sixty-four 
officers, dubbed the “Running 
Police”, will run the 42-kilo-
metre course with the 36,000 
runners expected to take part 
on February 22 . With Japan still 
reeling from the beheadings 
of journalist Kenji Goto and ad-
venturer Haruna Yukawa by ISIL 
militants, officials are working 
hard to show that they are pro-
tecting the population. – AFP

MONOPOLY PAYS 
OUT FOR ITS 80TH

PARIS // You can pass go, get 
out of jail free and collect real 
money. The French version of 
Monopoly is celebrating its 
80th year by slipping cash into 
80 boxes of the game. One 
box will have the full comple-
ment in real money – €20,580 
(Dh86,000) – and the Monop-
oly money needed to play the 
game. Another 79 boxes will 
have smaller amounts, accord-
ing to Hasbro. The Paris version 
lets players buy the Champs 
Elysees, four railroad stations 
and other famous avenues of 
the French capital. – AP

A THIRD OF FUNDS 
FOR EBOLA ARRIVES 

LONDON // Only about a third of 
the US$2.89 billion (Dh10.61bn) 
in aid money pledged to battle 
the Ebola virus in west Africa 
was actually delivered, accord-
ing to a report by the British 

Medical Journal. The report 
pointed to delays in the inter-
national response since the 
first reports about the deadly 
outbreak last March, and said 
that “this may have contributed 
to the ongoing spread of the 
disease”. A total of $1.09bn had 
been delivered by the end of 
last year, about 38 per cent of 
the total pledged. – AFP

10 KILLED IN CHINA 
MINIBUS ACCIDENT 

BEIJING // Four children were 
among 10 people killed in a 
minibus accident in southern 
China yesterday, the first day 
for the peak travel season 
ahead of Chinese New Year. 
The minibus carrying 13 peo-
ple was believed to have been 
overloaded. China’s transport 
system is expected to accom-
modate 2.8 billion trips this 
year during the 40-day New 
Year travel period, when people 
travel for family reunions. Poor 
road conditions and overload-
ing are problems often exacer-
bated during the holidays. – AP

POLICE TO JOIN 
TOKYO MARATHON 

15 injured after 
high-voltage rail 
sets carriage ablaze

NEW YORK // Six people were 
killed and 15 injured, seven of 
them seriously, when a crowd-
ed New York commuter train 
ploughed into a car stalled on 
the tracks.

Five people on the train died, 
along with the driver of a Jeep 
Cherokee stuck on the tracks 
during the evening rush-hour 
on Tuesday.

Members of the United States 
National Transportation Safe-
ty Board were travelling to the 
crash site yesterday to begin an 
investigation into the accident . 

“This is a truly ugly and bru-

tal sight,” New York governor 
Andrew Cuomo said after visit-
ing the scene in Valhalla, about 
32 kilometres north of New York 
City. 

“The third rail of the track 
came up from the explosion and 
went right through the rail car, 
it’s a devastatingly ugly situa-
tion. It’s actually amazing that 
not more people were hurt on 
that train.”

 The third rail, which carries 
750 volts of direct current, tore 
through the fl oor of the fi rst car-
riage of the train, setting the car-
riage on fi re and sending smoke 
billowing into the air. Damage 
to the other seven carriages was 
minimal.

Hundreds of passengers were 
taken to a gym for shelter.

Jared Woodard, who was on 
the train travelling home to 

Chappaqua, described the 
scenes as the train carriages 
were evacuated.

“The smoke was orange com-
ing off the train, it was still on 
fi re at that point. The front car 
was billowing heavy smoke out 
of the windows and doors,” he 
said. 

About 650 passengers regu-
larly take the train, which car-
ries commuters through af-
fluent New York City suburbs 
such as Westchester County, 
one of the wealthiest in the 
United States.

Metro-North, the line where 
the crash happened, is the sec-
ond largest commuter railway 
in the US. This was its deadliest 
accident.

The crash also disrupted thou-
sands of commuters’ journey to 
work yesterday. 

Parts of the line remained 
closed.

About 45,000 passengers use 
the Metro-North Harlem Line
on an average weekday. About
14,000 of them board north of
where the crash occurred, and
their journeys yesterday would
have been directly affected.

Tuesday’s crash is the latest in 
a string of accidents involving
Metro-North trains in recent
years, which have drawn strong
criticism.

One derailed near the north-
ern edge of New York City on
December 1, 2013, killing four
people and injuring 70.

An investigation found it was 
travelling at nearly three times
the speed limit for the section of
track where it crashed.

* Reuters and Associated Press
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‘
This aircraft … was 
the newest model. 
It hadn’t been used 
for even a year
Peter Chen 

TransAsia director


