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Wishing you a happy National Day

Coverage: a2-5, a14-15, al 4-5

‘We will stay on the 
same course that our 

Founding Fathers 
charted for us and laid 
its building blocks and 
features, motivated by 
pride to defend our 

nation’s interests and 
glory. Our ambitions 

and aspirations for the 
welfare and well-being 

of our people are 
unlimited.’

From a statement by Sheikh Khalifa 
on the UAE’s 44th National Day
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Leaders’ messages 
pay homage to 
fallen heroes and 
country’s resilience

The National staff 

ABU DHABI // The UAE stands 
united in turbulent times, pays 
homage to its fallen heroes and 
will fiercely counter attempts 
to disturb the peace within its 
borders or the region.

That was the powerful mes-
sage from the UAE’s Rulers for 
the 44th National Day.

Hailing the vision of Founding 
Father Sheikh Zayed, President 
Sheikh Khalifa paid tribute 
to fallen servicemen and said 
the country was committed to 
building its security capabil-
ities and forging partnerships 
to meet threats to the stability of 
the GCC and Arab countries.

The heroism shown by the 
Armed Forces will increase re-
solve to combat extremism and 
violence, Sheikh Khalifa said.

“Terrorism is a menace that 
poses an existential threat to 
our states, and participation in 
the global anti-terror fi ght is an 
imperative and must-do act, as 
the world will not see security or 
stability or development with-
out eradicating terror,” he said.

S h e i k h  M o h a m m e d  b i n 
Rashid, Vice President and Rul-
er of Dubai, spoke of the peace 

that the nation was keen to pro-
tect and challenges ahead.

“We were and will always be 
people of peace, building and 
development,” Sheikh Moham-
med said. “But we will counter 
whoever plots to target us with 
evil acts. They will be fended off 
by us using full force and if war 
is imposed on us, we will fi ght.

“We have never embarked on 
aggression on others, but we are 
always ready to counter whoever 
attempts to attack us.”

Continued GCC unity was im-
portant, he said.

“We recognise the possibility of 
building a new pan-Arab regime 
that preserves the existence of 

Arabs, protects their rights, curbs 
foreign interference in their af-
fairs and gives them positive ef-
fectiveness in their region.”

Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed, 
Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi and 
Deputy Supreme Commander 
of the Armed Forces, said na-
tional unity and security were 
key to the region’s future.

“We believe that our national 
security is part of Arab security 
and that building a strong Arab 
front to deal with the region’s 
variables and transformations 
is the only way to protect Arab 
interests.”

We stand united 
against adversity

National Day, continued on 2 →

Founding Father Sheikh Zayed, whose vision for the UAE was praised 
yesterday by President Sheikh Khalifa. Courtesy Al Ittihad


