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ABU DHABI // Sheikh Moham-
med bin Zayed, Crown Prince 
of Abu Dhabi, yesterday held 
talks with Yemen’s visiting 
leader on the future of his coun-
try and plans to help rebuild it.

Yemeni president Abdrabu 
Mansur Hadi arrived yesterday 
for a two-day visit including 
talks with Sheikh Mohammed, 

also Deputy Supreme Com-
mander of the Armed Forces.

The two discussed progress 
made by the Saudi Arabia-led 
coalition, which includes the 
UAE, battling the country’s Iran-
backed Houthi rebels to restore 
the government to power.

Mr Hadi gave his condolences 
to Sheikh Mohammed over the 
Emirati heroes who have given 
their lives defending Yemen.

Sheikh Mohammed affirmed 
the UAE’s commitment to sup-
port the legitimacy of Mr Hadi’s 
government and restore secu-
rity and stability to his country, 
and to provide its people with 
the humanitarian aid it urgently 
needs.

‘’What the UAE is doing, under 
the umbrella of the Saudi-led 
Arab coalition to support Yem-
en and its people, springs from 
deep conviction of the vital im-
portance of joint Arab solidarity 
and co-operation to protect the 
Arab region from foreign ambi-
tions, risks and interventions, 
and to stand with full force and 
resolve against any attempt to 

undermine its security and sta-
bility,’’ he said.

Sheikh Mohammed said he 
hoped that welfare and peace 
would prevail in Yemen and that 
its people would enjoy security 
and stability.

“The UAE, under the leader-
ship of President Sheikh Khal-
ifa, will never be lacking in ad-
vancing and supporting Arab 
causes and rights,” he said.

“And we will never hesitate to 
participate in and back any ef-
forts aimed at preserving and 
safeguarding the Gulf and Arab 
national security.”

Youth play big role 
in record number 
of nominations
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ABU DHABI // Residents have 
put forward a record number 
of people in the communi-
ty to be recognised for their 
good works.

Organisers of this year’s Abu 
Dhabi Awards say they have 
had the highest number of 
nominations in the event’s 10 
years – 36,404.

“It has been 10 years since 
the Abu Dhabi Awards were 
launched,” said Hend Al Otai-
ba, Director of Strategic Com-
munications at Abu Dhabi Me-
dia, one of the event’s partners.

“In that time it has become 
a beacon of positivity across 
the emirate, fostering a sense 
of community spirit and high-
lighting the often unrecog-
nised good work being carried 
out by ordinary citizens.”

The awards committee said 
the younger generation was 
becoming more and more in-
volved.

Leaders talk of progress in battle against 
Houthis and plans to rebuild, as Hadi gives 
his condolences for fallen Emirati heroes
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Mohammed bin Zayed holds 
vital talks with Yemen’s Hadi

Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed, Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi and Deputy Supreme Commander of the Armed Forces, greets Yemeni president Abdrabu Mansur Hadi at the 
Presidential Airport yesterday. Mr Hadi is on a two-day visit. Mohamed Al Hammadi / Crown Prince Court – Abu Dhabi
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A woman who was cheated out 
of two prize sheep could not 
identify the man who paid for 
them with counterfeit notes – 
but she sure knows her ovines.

Abu Dhabi Police said a 
Bangladeshi man bought the 
top-quality sheep from the 
Emirati woman for Dh10,000, 
in fake Dh100 notes. They said 
he told her the sheep were to be 
used for religious sacrifice.

When she found out the 
notes were not real, the woman 
could not identify the suspect.

But she gave such an accurate 
description of her animals that 
officers tracked the suspect to 
a livestock market where he 
was preparing to sell them for 
Dh2,000.

The sheep were returned and 
the man was arrested. 

 ĝ newsdesk@thenational.ae

You never 
forget the 
face of a  
good sheep

Identified: the two stolen sheep.  
Courtesy Security Media
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The UAE plans to be the first 
GCC country with a sales tax 
but no date has been set for its 
introduction, which is likely to 
be more than two years away.

Value Added Tax is paid by 
businesses to the Government 
based on the value of sales. 

The Ministry of Finance has 
completed a draft VAT law, The 
National’s Arabic-language sis-
ter paper Al Ittihad reported. 

It is not known what level 
of VAT would be charged on 
everyday goods but the IMF 
has called on the UAE to set a 
sales tax of 5 per cent. 

The Government said VAT 
would be higher for luxury 
goods, alcohol and tobacco, 
while basic goods and essen-
tials would be exempt. It said 
retailers and residents would 
have up to two years to adjust. 

 ĝ abouyamourn@thenational.ae
 Ĵ Full report, b1

UAE lays ground for VAT, 
but date hasn’t been set

36,400 named for 
Abu Dhabi Awards

An Emirati soldier has died in 
Saudi Arabia after his car over-
turned. Cpl Abdul Rahman Al 
Baloushi was taking part in the 
Saudi-led coalition Operation 
Restoring Hope, state news 
agency Wam reported. Last 
Saturday three soldiers – First 
Cpls Juma Al Hammadi, Khalid 
Al Shehhi, and Fahim Al Habsi 
– were killed in the line of duty.
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UAE soldier 
dies in Saudi

Regime air strikes 
kill dozens as Iran’s 
Zarif is due to land

BEIRUT // Heavy rebel shelling 
and government air strikes 
around Syria’s capital yester-
day killed at least 50 people 
and wounded scores more.

The surge in violence came 
hours before the Iranian for-
eign minister Mohammad Ja-
vad Zarif arrived in Damascus.

The rebel shelling began in 
the morning with more than 
50 shells striking the capital, 
including in the upper-class 
neighbourhoods of Abu Rum-
maneh, Baramkeh and Qasaa.

At least 13 people were killed 
and dozens wounded. 

Shortly afterward, govern-
ment warplanes attacked the 
rebel-held suburbs of Douma, 
Saqba, Kafr Batna and Ham-
mouriyeh in Eastern Ghouta, 
killing at least 37 civilians and 
wounding more than 100, the 
Britain-based Syrian Observa-
tory for Human Rights said. 

In a field hospital in Douma, 
more than a dozen bodies 
were placed in plastic shrouds 
as medical workers struggled 
to help the wounded.

Inside a clinic, a young boy 
wept and hugged his legs – one 
roughly bandaged – as he sat 
on a blood-smeared floor next 
to other injured residents.

The government regularly 
carries out air strikes against 
rebel-held areas on the out-
skirts of Damascus, particu-
larly Eastern Ghouta.

Yesterday, Amnesty Inter-
national accused the govern-
ment of war crimes against 
Eastern Ghouta residents, say-
ing heavy aerial bombardment 
was compounding misery cre-
ated by the its blockade.

50 die  
in Syrian 
surge of 
violence
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