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Don’t miss upcoming
candidate debates,
fundraisers 4A

70°

Enjoy the burst of summer
ahead of cooler days. 6B

SERVING THE LOWCOUNTRY • 50¢

Teen ‘haulers’ show
off their fashion
finds online 1C

“My kids need to know where home is. They need to know
I’m doing whatever I have to do to keep their home.”
Heather, a mother of three sons who was helped through a Family Promise of Beaufort County program while homeless

Smith
trial
begins
The former Beaufort County
clerk of court is being tried on
charges of embezzling more
than $23,500 while in office.
By PATRICK DONOHUE
pdonohue@beaufortgazette.com
843-706-8152

The trial of former Beaufort County
Clerk of Court Elizabeth Smith is expected to begin today with jury selection at the Beaufort
County Courthouse.
Smith, 47, is being tried
by 14th Circuit Solicitor
Duffie Stone on embezzlement and misconduct
in office charges.
Smith
Stone and Smith’s attorney, Mike Macloskie
of Beaufort, are expected to make opening arguments Tuesday before Circuit
Court Judge Brooks Goldsmith of Lancaster. Goldsmith was appointed by S.C.
Chief Justice Jean Toal to hear the case.

Please see TRIAL on 9A
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Heather drops off her three young sons at a Hilton Head Island day care center before heading out to look for work Friday.
The Island Packet is using only her first name to protect her family’s privacy.

HOMELESS
IN BEAUFORT COUNTY

Editor’s note: Heather agreed to be identified for this story, but The Island
Packet decided to use only her first name to protect her privacy.

By KATE CERVE • kcerve@beaufortgazette.com • 843-706-8177

F

or more than two months, Heather and her three
young sons moved every Sunday.
They became homeless last fall after Heather
decided her family could no longer live with her
mother in Yemassee.
As participants in a Family Promise of Beaufort County program, Heather and her children moved from church to church
each week while she saved money and searched for permanent
employment and housing.
Trying to raise children — and educate them — under such
circumstances is a challenge, one a growing number of Beaufort
County parents face during the recession.
The Beaufort County School District served 96 children who
qualified as homeless under federal guidelines during the 200910 school year — more than twice the number just two years
before.

County school district has seen
number of homeless students
double since the recession started
BY THE NUMBERS
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2009-10

Number of homeless students in South Carolina in
2007-08

HILTON HEAD RECYCLING

Cost to
condos
delaying
approval
By TOM BARTON
tbarton@islandpacket.com
843-706-8169

Concerns about price increases and
harm to local hauling businesses are
delaying approval of an islandwide recycling program.
A proposal to approve a five-year
contract with Republic Services for
residential waste and recycling collection has been removed from Tuesday’s
Hilton Head Island Town Council
agenda by Mayor Tom Peeples.
“I am absolutely committed to getting this done. It’s the right thing to do,”
Peeples said. “But I need additional information to clear up allegations being
made by the management companies

Source: Beaufort County School District and S.C. Department of Education

Please see HOMELESS on 9A

Please see COST on 9A

BP’s blown-out Gulf well finally killed
By HARRY R. WEBER
The Associated Press

The well is dead. Finally.
A permanent cement plug sealed BP’s
well nearly 2.5 miles below the sea floor in
the Gulf of Mexico, five agonizing months
after an explosion sank a drilling rig and
led to the worst offshore oil spill in U.S.

history.
Retired Coast Guard Adm. Thad Allen,
the federal government’s point man on
the disaster, said Sunday that BP’s well
“is effectively dead” and posed no further
threat to the Gulf. Allen said a pressure
test to ensure the cement plug would hold
was completed at 6:54 a.m.

The gusher was contained in mid-July
after a temporary cap was successfully fitted atop the well. Mud and cement were
later pushed down through the top of the
well, allowing the cap to be removed.
But the well could not be declared dead

IN THE MONTHS AHEAD fected by the Gulf oil spill. As
• OCT. 1: An investigation into
who is liable for the blame
and cost of the Gulf oil spill is
expected to begin.
• NOV. 23: The Gulf Coast
Claims Facility will begin
working out larger, final
settlements for those af-

of Friday, about 26 percent
of more than 68,000 claims
— mostly valued at $25,000
or less — had been paid for a
total of $193.3 million.
• NOV. 30: The ban on new
deep-sea drilling is set to expire. Tougher regulations are
expected afterward.

Please see WELL on 9A
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just as it appears in print
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Car bomb attacks across
Baghdad kill 48 people and
wound more than 100. 10A

“Everybody knows if you are too
careful you are so occupied in being
careful that you are sure to stumble
over something.” Gertrude Stein

