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The Key to Green Furniture

Forest Stewardship Council (FSC): a non-profit organization that 
promotes the responsible management of our planet’s forests; the label 
found on FSC certified wood represents the link between responsible pro-

duction and consumption of forest products such as wood

Formaldehyde: a highly toxic substance that has long been a common 
ingredient in household products such as furniture, carpets, fabrics, glues 

and paints

Sustainable Furniture Council (SFC): a non-profit organization 
designed to promote sustainability throughout the furniture industry 

(We are a founding member!)

Volatile Organic Compounds (VOCs): gases emitted from cer-
tain solids and liquids often used in the construction of wood products that 

are detrimental to indoor air quality



“Our innovative technology blends with 
expert craftsmanship to create the highest 

quality furniture available. It’s not only 
durable; it’s also beautiful.”

• American Leather produces durable frames made of wood harvested 
only from sustainable forests and bound by chemical-free, water-based 
glues in order to stifle the release of any VOCs.
• American Leather recycles over 2 million pounds of leftover wood. 
The company has also developed an innovative technology to repurpose 
hardwood scraps.
• All leather upholstery is dyed using water-based solvents and pig-
ments; the 35 leathers offered by the company are also biodegradable. 
• American Leather manufactures soy-based foam cushions that range 
in density and are entirely recyclable.
• The American Leather factory has reduced its carbon footprint by 
installing automatic light shut-offs and promoting non-disposable coffee 
mugs and water bottles to employees. Because the furniture is manufac-
tured within the US, it minimizes environmental costs typically associated 
with importing products.

As a proud member of the Sustainable Furnishings Council 
(SFC), American Leather makes furniture that’s perfectly 

suited for any environment.



BDI has become increasingly more 
aware of the environment and has 
made significant strides over the 
years. With integrated features 

such as hidden casters, adjustable 
shelves and wire management, 

their products successfully merge 
functional innovation with original 

and exciting design.

• BDI has re-engineered their packaging materials. They now use recy-
cled and recyclable corrugated and honeycomb materials for padding dur-
ing the shipping process.
• CARB (California Air Resources Board) has initiated regulations on 
emissions specifically associated with formaldehyde in the manufacturing 
of wood products. BDI is in compliance with such regulations and are offi-
cially certified by CARB (see label on cartons and products).
• Because of the high quality of furniture readily being produced at 
BDI, the company is overall less wasteful. Instead of buying imported fur-
niture that will end up in a landfill in 2 years, BDI offers an opportunity to 
make a long-term investment, disassociated with the harmful reprecus-
sions of importation.



“Cherry Pond abuts the Pondicherry division of the 
Sivio O. Conte National Fish and Wildlife Refuge that 

encompasses over 6 thousand acres of famous, richly 
diverse forests.”

• Cherry Pond Designs is committed to the highest quality standards 
and uses lumber exclusively from sustainable, certified suppliers.
• By foraging for their woods locally in the Appalachian Mountains 
of the Northeast, Cherry Pond Designs avoids the environmental costs of 
importing from farther away.
• Cherry Pond avoids using materials containing certain adhesives 
known for hazardous emissions (i.e. particleboard).
• The finishing processes involve natural and polyurethane oils, 
which produce little to no emissions in a “by hand” procedure.

“Healthy forests are net producers 
of oxygen; they are biodegradable; 
they replenish the air we breathe; 

provide habitat for wildlife, 
nutrients in the soil; and they 

improve water quality and 
forest aesthetics.”



“The bold juxtaposition 
of green and orange hues 

are as invigorating as 
an Italian espresso, the 
soothing blue tones and 

soft textures of the bed-
ding are as relaxing as 
a spa massage, and the 
splashy floral patterns 

are as gorgeous and giddy 
as a young girl dressed 

for the prom.”

• All raw materials and chemicals used 
are environmentally friendly.
• Company C only works with other 
companies that are environmentally 
aware.
• The company recently established an 
internal team designed to realize “mea-
surable improvements in recycling and 
energy consumption” called “Mission 
Responsible.”

“We are taking steps everyday 
to conserve energy and reduce, 
reuse and recycle material to 

protect our environment.”



“Taking care of that 
which surrounds us 
and feeds, clothes 
and shelters us is 

an ethic that spans 
generations and is 

held by Vermonters 
in all walks of life.”

• Copeland harvests its lumber from within 500 miles of its factory in 
the Northern Forest of Vermont.
• Copeland is FSC Certified; the company only works with suppliers 
that certify their wood as well.
• Copeland claims Silver Exemplary Membership Status by the SFC for 
its exemplary performance in meeting and maintaining sustainability mea-
sures. 
• Using “heirloom-quality” woods, Copeland furniture is both aestheti-
cally appealing and built to last. Most recently, the company was asked to 
build designs of Frank Lloyd Wright.
• While successfully reducing VOC emissions by over 50% over the last 
3 years, Copeland is still striving to further reduce its carbon footprint.
• In the Spring 2010, Copeland installed an automatic waste fired boiler 
system in order to diminish the use of oil in heating. Starting this Fall 2010, 
no more oil for Copeland!

“We view sustainability as a process and a journey of 
continuous improvement. We’re committed to that 

journey.”

 



“C.R. Laine is committed to preserving the 
resources of our world for future generations.”

  • C.R. Laine produces kiln-dried 
frames made from domestically 
harvested woods
  • All springs used are made 
from 50% recycled metals
  • C.R. Laine uses water-based 
wood adhesive so as not to produce 
any VOC emissions
  • All seat decks and trim pads 
are made from 80% regenerated 
fibers.
  • All foam padding is made   
from organic or 100% renewable   
plant fibers (i.e. cotton, linen, silk, 
wool).

“It is our goal to minimize the environmental impacts 
of our company through the continual improvement of 
waste reduction and use of sustainable practices.”



“Ekornes aims to fulfill its environmental 
responsibilities associated with the manufacture, 

distribution, use and destruction of the 
company’s products.”

• Ekornes participates in the UN’s Global Compact Initiative, a 
coalition of companies in which members implement 10 principles 
including sustainable production that protect the environment.
• Ekornes has embarked on welding processes that rely on in-
dustrial robots and more environmentally friendly gases.
• All packaging materials are recyclable. 
• By using water instead of CFC gases as a blowing agent in 
producing foam plastic, Ekornes has ensured a smaller environmen-
tal impact.
• All excess foam plastic is recycled, either in the production of 
new products or in being sold to carpet manufacturers. 
• Ekornes burns scrap chips and wood pellets in order to heat 
its facilities. 
• Excess leather is sold for the production of smaller leather 
goods.

“The sustainable manufacture of 
products with a long useful 

lifespan will continue to be an 
objective in the future develop-

ment of the company.”

 



Englander, Circle Furniture’s 
Private Mattress Label, 
is committed to a more 

environmentally responsible 
approach to their 

operations. 

• Natural fibers (i.e. wool, bamboo, cotton, visil) are used in-
creasingly more throughout their collections.
• Soy-based foams are used for cushions in order to reduce the 
amount of petroleum used and ultimately help conserve the Earth’s 
natural resources.
• Englander only uses pure, natural rubber latex, made from sap 
from the rubber tree.
• The company conducts regular energy usage audits, and it has 
implemented more energy efficient forms of lighting throughout the 
production facilities.

“englander is committed to 
a more environmentally 
responsible approach to 
operations, including the 
use of renewable resource 
materials, reduced energy 

consumption and 
recycling.”



“In the world of great 
design, there is good 
design and there is 

the world. Flor sees to 
both.”

• Flor products are made with renewable and recyclable materials.
• The company has initiated a “return and recycle program”; it takes 
old Flor tiles and turns them into new products!
• The Flor catalog is made with entirely recycled paper.
• Mostly all product materials are made in the USA.
• Flor is part of Interface Inc., a family of companies that have de-
veloped “Mission Zero”, a promise to eliminate any negative impact the 
interface family has on the planet by 2020.

“Flor believes in a closed-loop 
product life cycle, which means we 

carefully consider our eco-
footprint in every step along the 
way: Design, manufacturing, use, 
delivery and reclaiming old Flor.”



“We approach furniture manufacturing in a 
holistic manner and take pride both in what 

we create and how we create it.”

• Gat Creek builds 100% of its products in the USA, and 95% of its 
raw materials are harvested from within a 350 mile radius of the facto-
ry. In maintaining local production, the company prides itself on avoid-
ing the environmentally degrading methods often associated with 
overseas production. 
• Gat Creek furniture is manufactured entirely from hardwoods 
harvested in the Appalachian Forests; the company only works with 
suppliers that abide by strict state and national standards for land and 
timber management. 
• The company continually monitors and tracks everything enter-
ing or leaving their facility, to assure that all materials are used wisely 
and disposed of properly.

“These efforts have allowed us to reduce our 
emissions of hazardous air pollutants (HAPs) 

by 90+% and our overall VOC emissions 
by 40+% to date.”

 



“Combined with our passion for furniture 
making is an awareness and appreciation of 
how our actions impact the world around us. 
Valuing nature and the environment go hand 

in hand with the Vermont way of life.”

• Lyndon Furniture invests in sustainable forestry products.
• The company is focused on energy efficiency.
• Lyndon Furniture has initiated an extensive recycling program 
ranging from cardboard to metals; today, excess sawdust is being used 
at local farms for bedding for animals. 

“We build enduring quality into each piece for 
Furniture that becomes an Heirloom.”



Maine Cottage furniture is home to 
colorful, well-designed, premium 

quality home furnishings. For over 20 
years, they have been delighting 

customers by providing them with fun, 
timeless style.

• All Maine Cottage products are made and fin-
ished in the USA.
• The company uses water-based paint to finish 
their wood products. In doing so, Maine Cottage does 
not pollute the atmosphere with VOCs.
• Maine Cottage also uses naturally regenerative 
wood materials from northern temperate forests.

“Even in blue... 
our furniture is green!”



“Taking care of the Earth has 
been a priority of LEE 

Industries long before it 
became popular.”

• Lee’s seat cushions replace 20% of petroleum-based contents       
with natural plant based ingredients and post-consumer regenerated 
fibers.
• The seat decks and trim pads consist of 80% regenerated fibers.
• The frames are constructed with wood from the Forestry Stew-
ardship Council (FSC) and the Sustainable Forestry Initiative (SFI).
• Each spring is made from 80% recycled metal.

“The longevity of our furniture prevents 
it from being discarded into landfills, 
leaving a smaller environmental footprint 

on our Earth.”



For over 105 years, Norwalk 
Furniture has proactively 

contributed to protecting the 
environment.

• Norwalk factories were one of the first to completely re-
place high wattage bulbs with energy efficient lighting.
• The company sells scraps of wood, fiber, poly, cotton and 
cardboard to recycling companies.
• All cushion cores are now a new “preserve soy foam.”
• All springs are made from recycled wire and steel combi-
nations.
• Norwalk uses machinary that is consistently energy effi-
cient.
• Naturals, cottons, denims and organic fabrics are avail-
able cover options. Norwalk partners with eco-conscious ven-
dors, such as Valdese Weavers, a company that reclaims and 
reuses millions of gallons of water in its own facility.

Norwalk continues to work toward 
more earth-friendly methods of 

production. Today the company is an 
active member of the green team, a 
local organization that focuses on 

corporate green initiatives.



“Reducing our 
environmental impact 

is a core value of 
Saloom Furniture 

Company.” 

•  Saloom builds furniture to last--not to end 
up in a landfill 2 years after purchasing it.
•  All furniture is made in the USA.
•  Almost all of the wood is maple 
that is grown in the North Eastern 
region.
•  All finish coatings are low VOC; 
the company is currently striving for 
completely water-based finishes.
•  Saloom uses minimal amounts of 
foam for shipping and recycles most 
corrugated cartons.

“The path to minimizing 
our environmental impact 
is complex and never 
ending, but we are 

committed to continuous 
improvement.”



“Spectra Wood’s commitment 
to environmentally safe 

principles goes way beyond 
any slogan or publicity stunt.”

     •  All wood products are harvested from local 
    forests.
    •  Spectra recycles wood dust with local farmers.
    •  The company also uses lower VOC and HAPS 
    finishes on wood products.

“Since wood is the most funda-
mental part of our business, we 
strive to make sure we use our 

most valuable resource in the most 
prudent way possible.”



Vermont Furniture 

Designs 

Vermont Furniture 
Designs strives for 

“strength, simplicity 
and quality.” To better 

protect the environment 
and their customers, VFD 

has developed the 
Natural Living Edition.

• Vermont Furniture uses a finishing process that is less toxic to the 
environment, producing significantly less emissions to pollute the air.
• Instead of using plywood, which is notorious for using formal-
dehyde as an adhesive, VFD has substituted a thicker hardwood in the 
Natural Living Edition.
•  Vermont Furniture offers an oil and wax finish from AFM coat-
ings that have both been designed to minimize health risks and any 
potential damage to the environment. This finish uses vegetable dyes 
and thinners in place of any potentially detrimental contaminants.
• All bed slats are replaced with a maple hardwood, as it is the most 
inert hardwood available.

“Since 1970, Vermont Furniture Designs has been commit-
ted to producing a variety of classic, high quality, 
solid hardwood furniture which are visually striking, 

and which clearly displays the quality of our 
craftsmanship.”



“In an effort to keep our land clean for 
generations to come and to assure that our 
grandchildren and their grandchildren will 

still have trees and clean streams to play in, 
Vermont Tubbs works to preserve the 

environment in which we live.”

• All of Vermont Tubbs products are made and produced in the 
United States.
• All wood is harvested from a local mill that regenerates its 
forests, meaning for every tree cut, there is another planted in its 
place. 
• Vermont Tubbs currently produces 2 wood species, ash and 
birch, both of which are sustainable woods.
• Vermont Tubbs uses water-based glues. All paints are lead 
free and have very low VOCs; no finishes contain formaldehyde or 
metallics.
• The company also uses biodegradable cardboard for packing 
and shipping purposes.

“One of the oldest and finest names 
in New England furniture, Vermont 
Tubbs, can be seen in some of the 

best furniture showrooms in America.”


