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A Message from our Executive Director

“Come to Me all you who labor” ... Come to hear more clearly
God’s call and to receive God’s loving grace. Ten thousand
people a year take time away to pause and to “Come” to
the Jesuit Spiritual Center. They come for spiritual renewal
and to be refreshed that they might go forth and live the
“Good News.”

This past year | had the opportunity to meet a wonderful woman
who shared this experience with me. She had gotten wrapped
up in the stresses of meeting the demands of her engineering
career. And so, she decided to put her career on hold for a
year. It wasn’t to search for adventure, or to pursue fun things,
but to ground herself spiritually. Her brother, who was familiar
with the Jesuits, suggested she make a Jesuit retreat, which she
subsequently did for seven days at the Jesuit Spiritual Center.
It was a Personally Directed Retreat, and it was an “investment,”’
she told me later, that she will cherish forever.

Yes, many people go in for the finer things of clothing, cars, houses,
and more; but | would like to take this opportunity to thank you,
our benefactors, for helping others “invest” in that which is so
much more important — the spiritual side of life.

Many “Come” to us through our retreat offerings. This year
alone we are sponsoring four homeless retreats, three recovery
retreats, retreats for victims of domestic violence along with
our Conference Retreats, Personally Directed Retreats, 30-Day
Retreats, Youth Retreats, Women’s Retreats, Days of Prayer for
the Elderly, and our Advent and Lenten programs — to name just
some.

It’s our goal to grow our programs while at the same time keeping
them affordable. This is only possible through your generous
financial gifts to our Annual Fund. On behalf of all the retreatants
and staff at the Jesuit Spiritual Center, | thank you for your 2014-
2015 contributions — they truly made a difference in the lives of
others.

| ask our God to “Come to You” to fill your heart with loving
grace for all you do for others, and to bless you and your family
abundantly.

Blessings,

Theivssy s$Eolhscars, SR7

Therese Gillman, OSF



What our Retreatants have to say...

ust wanted to let you know that we had a beautiful women’s retreat

at the Jesuit Spiritual Center last weekend. Our attendees loved

the setting — the peace, the quiet, the natural beauty, the river. It
just naturally draws a person closer to God.

—

. he Jesuit Spiritual Center is a little piece
of Heaven on this wild and busy earth,
just walking the grounds gives you this

wonderful serene feeling of peacefulness and you

can actually feel God’s presence all around you.

We even got to meet one of God’s critters, your

ground hog, I don’t think he has ever meet a

stranger, he was so tame and friendly.

hank you and your staff for

your warm, welcoming

hospitality during our recent
retreat. As many of the men attend-

/ ing this retreat noted on their eval-

uations, the Jesuit Spiritual Center
did help them to feel that God is or

could be a presence in their lives.
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enjoyed the silent retreat. Just

spending time, God and I. |

found it very helpful, meaningful
and peaceful. It is a good place to

search for God .
4
f we could all stop for a few
days and reflect (as we did this
weekend) on what God is truly
offering us, this world would be a
wonderfully peaceful place where

we could all live in harmony with
each other.

wasn’t very close to God before
Y this retreat and [ really realized
s @ that God is always there and
- !_,_v during my silent reflection I really
) connected with him and our rela-

tionship will continue to grow.

fter spending the whole

day with God and my

peers, I realized what
goes on around me and realized
how much God gives me.

hank you for a wonderful week! Your staff went above

and beyond to make sure everyone had a very enjoy-

able and prayerful retreat. They have always made us
feel at home. From bringing us corn hole, to adjusting the
temperature of one of the showers, above and beyond.
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B Annual Fund Campaign $224,213.50
B Bequests $9,568.16
B Chicago Province $25,000.00

Grants and Foundations $62,802.32

Hospitality $423,109.40
M Ignatian Conference Retreats $143,528.00
B Other Gifts $24,185.00
M PDR and 30-Day $105,444.00
B Youth Ministry $231,149.00

Total $1,248,999.38

B Annual Fund Campaign $297,427.00
B Bequests $307,494.48
B Chicago Province $0.00

Grants and Foundations $40,373.7

Hospitality $506,079.00
B Ignatian Conference Retreats $167,218.00
B Other Gifts $51,724.45
Bm PDR and 30-Day $110,725.00
B Youth Ministry $297,427.00

Total $1,649,116.84

2013-2014 Expense

Jesuit Spiritual Center Income and Expense

B Administrative $223,155.78

Development $44,063.31
B Food Services/Housekeeping $304,838.94
B Maintenance $107,784.95
B Marketing $34,896.34

Program Expenses $308,103.75
B Utilities $80,103.58

Total $1,102,946.65

B Administrative $226,921.28
Development $68,004.04
B Food Services/Housekeeping $411,984.96
B Maintenance $126,611.24
B Marketing $44,617.18
Program Expenses $336,714.99
B Uctilities $87,119.36
Total $1,337,9736.05




