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According to the Center for Disease Control and Prevention, 1 in 88 children were 
diagnosed with Autism Spectrum Disorder in 2010 and suffer from social deficits in the 
learning environment. My thesis research study aims to merge principles of disability 
awareness and traditional design methods to produce a more inclusive method within the 
design process and ultimately develop a toolkit to better equip designers to incorporate 
individuals with cognitive, developmental and physical disabilities into the product 
development process. 
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How can the use of individual needs 
assessments and contextual exploratory 
research inform inclusive design methods to 
develop a solution that will promote healthy 
social interaction in school environments 
among children with autism age 6-12?
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As a part of a methods study, this research final project looks to identify key 
methodological refinements of assessing preference in product selection in children with 
autism? Observations of co-creation sessions are used to examine healthy interaction and 
social skills during product engagement. 
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